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ref letter 28-6/ ICH- Scheme /25/2014-15/ 12737 09/03/2016
Gothuruth

To

Intangible Cultural Heritage Section
Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi

Sub: Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditions
of India- 2014-15

Revised Blueprint of the Project : Digitization and storage of 22 degenerating
manuscripts of indiginous theatre form Chavittu Natakam.

Dear Sir

This is the revised blueprint of the digitization and documentation of 22
ancient scripts of 'Chavittu Natakam', (the only remaining maritime theater art form
in the world) with generous grant from 'Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage
and Diversity Cultural Traditions of India project of Sangeet Natak Akademi (The
National Academy for Music, Dance and Drama), Ministry of Culture, Government
of India:

Progress achieved on the project from April 2015 (Month wise)

1. Get together of volunteers to trace and locate ancient scripts of ‘Chavittu Natakam' (20
persons).

2. Training programmes for volunteers(completed within four Sundays).
3. Formation of groups consisting of four volunteers each.

Activities of May 2015

4. Tracing theatre groups and their Ashans{Masters) who could not perform these scripts
for long. ( activity 1,2,3 and for very s essential for the digitalization project, that has been
launched as first time attempt in the ancient history of this art form)
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5. Identifying and understanding the problems faced by these troupes, by visiting their
homes and listening to them. ( This segment has done with out using a single rupee from
the grand that has been provided for the digitalization.)

6. Attempts were made to build bridges with these Ashans(Masters) through regular
interactions and maintaining healthy relationships, so that the ancient scripts (though not
performed in recent times) inherited by them, retained and preserved as valuable
treasures could be made available for digitalisation. Such attempts consumed more time
than what was originally anticipated. Few of them were initially hesitant and skeptical
about parting with their prized possessions; so they were offered technical and financial
support for staging the ‘Chavittu Natakam'. Consequently they also agreed to co-operate
with the idea of digitization of scripts and texts.( It is also very essential for the successful
completion of the work. It is not at all a money spending affair, but very important for the
conservation of age old scripts of Chavitunatakam. )

Activities of June 2015

7. It is pertinent to note that the goodwill and character associated with a 'Sangeet Natak
Akademi Project' held the activities in good stead, during all stages.

8. Phase I of the digitization and documentation project covered districts of Thrissur,
Ernakulam and Alappuzha districts. If sanction for continuance of the project is obtained,
similar exercise can be taken up in remaining districts like Kozhikkode, Kollam and
Thiruvananthapuram. We are confident of locating and preserving ancient texts of
‘Chavittu Natakam'that may be lying unnoticed in these districts, through extensive field
work and realistic surveys.

9. Completion of surveys and field work in Thrissur and Ernakulam districts itself yielded
25 ancient scripts; Field works and surveys nearing completion in Alappuzha district is
expected to bring in 15 scripts, thus taking the total to 40.

( pointer 8 and 9 envisaged because of its importance for bringing out more and more
Chuvaties those are in the course of oblivion. This exercise saved at least 20 neglected
scripts.)

Activities of July, August and September 2015

10. Theatre groups in Thrissur and Ernakulam districts are making attempts on their own
to revive ‘Chavittu Natakam'. According due consideration to their attempts, it has been
decided to document and digitalise 22 scripts in the possession of five active theatre
groups, prevalent in these districts.
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11. Scanning and DTP related works for digitalization of such scripts has been progressing
for last six months.

12. DTP works of six scripts are complete (forwarding CD).

The titles are: Carelsman (Charlemagne the Great), Visudha Raphael (Saint Raphael),
Yakkobinte Makkal (Children of Yacob), Daniel Pravachakan (Prophet Daniel),
Sathyapalakan & Swami Ayyappan.

13. Original manuscripts of the above mentioned scripts have been scanned and
preserved in digital format (forwarding CD)
Project Planning for the ongoing Last Quarter

September 19/2015

1. One professional performance of an upcoming team named after Sabeena Raphy a
well known scholar of the folklore form as part of the this project. And their interactions
with the public. It is a part of a promo activity of the art form and our project.

October 2015

2. Scanning and DTP related works for digitalization of six more scripts.
November 2015

3. Scanning and DTP related works for digitalization of five more scripts.

December 2015
4. Scanning and DTP related works for digitalization of last five scripts. And the BINDING
and publishing of the all 22 scripts that has been digitalized.

5. A five days long Chavittu natakam Festival named “"CHUVATI FEST” will be there at
Island Gothuruth from Dec 26" to 30" .One seminar on the "UN KNOWN SCRIPTS OF
CHAVITTU NATAKAM " will organize as the conclusion of this project. ( This festival was a
successful event, the total budget was five lakhs rupees that has been collected from
Public sector companies like IOC, BPCL, Cochin Shipyard and Petronet LNG. The one lakh
rupees grant that has been provided for the digitalization was not used for conducting this
art festival )
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