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l,étory in Nutshell .................

Chhattisgarh is a new found state since the year 2000. Besides all
Chhattisgarh is one of the largest producer of rice and has lot of ores preserved
in it. It has been said with much truth that the soul of India lies in its villages
because the country is essentially a country of agriculturists- so also cattle
wealth being the prime requirement of agriculture. The cattlemen have continued
to occupy an important place in Indian Society since antiquity. Also state of
Chhattisgarh on its part being a hill and forest clad region, the area is conducive
for the growth of rich cattle wealth. And engaged in this avocation is the ancient
tribe of this region "Yadav” or “Raut” which is scattered all over Chhattisgarh and

numbers about 30 lakh.

Rawat Nach ..........

Bilaspur being the cultural nerve centre this region, each year after the
festival of lights “ Diwali " these gallant yadavas celebrate their folk dance
festival with great mirth and merriment. And during this colourful dance festivity
about six thousand Yadavas drawn from various rural areas of Chhattisgarh in
glittering costumes in about hundred flocks congregate at the Divisional
Headquarter Bilaspur to display their feats of skill and valour. On the appointed
day which this year falls on 15" November 2014 every Yadav of a flock weilds a
stick and a shield with ringing mini bells fastened to his feet. Thereafter dancing
to the tune of the typical village bands, they like the warriors of the byegone
ages engage themselves in exciting mock duels. In between they also recite the
famous couplets of saints Soordas, Tulsidas and Kabir. Also a sea of rural and
Urban humanity — men, women and children of all hues'gather at Bilaspur to
feast their eyes on this great yearly event totally forgetting their poor living
conditions by submerging themselves in the prevailing joy and happiness. Then
at the end of the dance festival a citizens committee awards shields and cash
prizes to the excellent performers of the feats.



(2)

This festival has, during previous years, the honour of having as its Chief
guests the distinguished personalities like- The then Governor Hon'ble Kunwar
Mehmood Ali Khan, Union Ministers Mr. Ramanand Yadav, Now Governor of
M.P. Mr. Balram Singh Yadav and Mr. Arjun Singh . Several Ministers of M.P.
Gowt. as well both the C.M. of Chhattisgarh and other Ministers MP's and
MLA's.

Historians and literary figures of Chhattisgarh trace the origin of the Raut
Nach Festival to the good old days of Mahabharat when the autocratic and
oppressive reign of King Kans was brought to an end the Yadavas under their
unmatched leader Krishna celebrated the victory of good over evil and of justice
over injustice. _

This unique festival is also associated with the life giving paddy harvesting
season of this rice bowle of Chhattisgarh and is akin to similar dance festivals of
paddy growing Nagaland and the Bhangra dance of Punjab which is celebrated
during the wheat harvesting season. Also to some extent it resembles the
“Baredi” folk dance of Bundelkhan region Of M.P. State celebrated by “Ahirs”
there after “ Diwali” it also being an all male dance, the difference being that
while it is performed in (batches) of Five to Ten persons, the Raut Nach is a
mass dance.

Perviously an unruly tribe, this mass dance festival has brought about a
sea change in the lifehabits of the “Yadavas” of this state and generated in this
faction-ridden community a sense of brotherhood and discipline which was
unheard of during the past generations. Not only that but this joy dance has also
brought about unity in other people of diverse section of society who have
started lending their wholehearted cooperation to this annual performance.

And it is because of this. Late Pandit Nehru had, while underlining the
importance of folk dances, said that a folk dance is the manifestation of the joy
and vitality of life. |78
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