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BLUE PRINT 
 

1. Introduction : 

Folk songs are not merely the songs of entertainment. The folk songs of any region 
reveal the socio-economic structure as well as the religious belief and rituals of the common 
people of such region. It is, however, to be mentioned that the folk song of any particular 
region can be classified into two main branches, viz. (i) Religious and (ii) Secular. The 
religious type deals with the common beliefs, the rituals and the enumeration of 
achievements of the deties, whereas the secular type deals with various aspects of life such 
as pain, pathos, passion, profession, or familiar affairs of day to day life and of course, the 
struggle; the struggle for existence, struggle for reunion and refinement of the society. 

The present project deals with a few folk songs that were the parts of various 
movements against the ruthless British rulers during the 18th – 20th century and also the folk 
songs that reveal protest against the biased policies of the Government in post - 
independent period. The tribal community, the villagers and the peasants did not remain 
silent against the tyrants and as a result, a number of rebellions took place in different parts 
of Bengal. The village poets composed songs in this connection to instigate protest and to 
unite the people. 

This project is a humble attempt to bring such songs under the light to focus on 
historical significance and importance. 

 

2. Objectives of the research, date creation or documentation of the 
project : 

 One of the basic characteristics of folk song is oral transmission from generation to 
generation. Besides, Folk Songs are always movable objects, especially the secular type of songs. The 
songs which were composed or come out from a particular community long long ago, are thus 
required to be preserved carefully as they carry the evidences of society and life of a particular 
community in a particular period of time. Songs related to various movements and intensity of such 
movements and thus, become historical evidences. These songs gradually lose their relevance as 
time goes on and so, they go under soil. The chief object of the present project is to rescue the songs 
and to preserve them for the future generation as well as for the enhancement of regional history 
and culture of people of a particular area. These songs, no doubt, are the valuable treasures and 
need serious concern for safeguarding before they become extinct permanently. 
 

3. Implementation of the project : 

The implementation of the project has undergone the following stages : 
(a) Collection of data in respect of various protest movements in different regions of 

Bengal. 
(b) Collection of songs related to such movements through vast field surveys in remote 

areas of several districts of Bengal. 
(c) Interviews of eminent folk singers, researchers and historians. 
(d) Verification and interpretation of data. 
(e) Collection of study materials and extensive library works. 



4. Time Frame of the project : 

As the project deals with both history and culture of a period of more than two hundred 
years, it requires a minimum six months of time for the completion of the entire project. 
 

5. Specific areas of the respective state in which the art form (s) is 
practiced – Geographical, Typographical and other related aspects that 
the project may cover : 

The project deals with folk songs of the entire Bengal. Folk song is primarily known as song 
of soil as the regional tune or ‘Dhun’ is directly related to the characteristics of soil as well as the 
topographical features of that particular region. That is exactly why the tune or ‘Dhun’ varies widely 
from region to region. As the project deals with regional folk songs, it will certainly bring this 
variations under the light and the differences in ‘Dhun’ or tune between hilly region of Bengal 
(Northern part) and the river-oriented plain region (eastern part) will be understood distinctly. 
 Besides, the regional dialects, accents and also, more importantly, the styles of the folk 
songs of such regions will be revealed through the project. 
 

6. Photos (Preliminary level) related to the project / art form : 

As the project is based on field works at an extensive level, photographs related to the  
interviewed is submitted along with the copies of acknowledgement by the eminent personalities. 
The list of researchers and performers interviews till the date is 
(i) Dr. Susnata Das (Researcher and professor, Dept. of History, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata). 
(ii) Sri Arya Chowdhury (Eminent performer and researcher). 
(iii) Sri Kankan Bhattacharjee (Eminent performer and researcher). 
(iv) Dr. Jaladhar Karmakar (Researcher of tribal community and culture, Jadavpur University, 
Kolkata). 
(v) Sri Mihir Lal Singh Deo (Eminent performer of folk song, recipient of state awards). 
(vi) Sri Mantu Barai (Researcher and asstt. Professor, J.K. College, Purulia). 
(vii) Sri Bidyadhar Karmakar (Renowned performer and collector of folk song, Purulia). 
 

7. Conclusion of the project, as envisioned : 

The project, as envisioned, will be concluded through the following steps : 
(i) Collection of songs and the relevant historical information in connection with the 

Songs. 
(ii) Audio recording by a group led by the proposer and preparation of CD. 
(iii) Arrangement for a seminar through which the purpose of the project will be revealed 

after valuable lectures on related topics by distinguished persons. 
(iv) Publication of a journal containing contributors by researchers and eminent people; 
(v) Publication of the CD; 
(vi) Public performance; 
(vii) Submission of papers along with documents to the authority, Sangeet Natak Akademi, 

New Delhi. 
 



ANNEXURE  I

SUMMERY OF THE PROJECT

·     For item no. : F
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·     For item no. : M
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