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SAFE
TR GUARDING KALANGA DANCE THE TREASURE TROVE OF LIVING TRIBAL
ADITIONS IN WESTERN ODISHA

PROJECT CONTEXT:

India is among the few countries in the world where the continuity in its folk &
tribal culture, indigenous craft, tradition, beliefs and skills have survived over centuries.
The folk & tribal art form are handed over from one from one generation to the next,
largely rich in their authenticity and expression. Much of India is treasure trove of such
living traditions. For many communities and groups in the country, the intangible
cultural heritage is the essential source of an identity, deeply rooted in the past. Among
various tribal dances form KALANGA a popular tribal dance has totally been forgotten
under the monstrous spell of westernization and most of all the modern Odia and
Sambalpurisongs?The intangible nature of this heritage also makes it vulnerable. Day,
with the sway of the market economy, the repositories of these ancient traditions is
switching to professions with greater monetary returns. Furthermore, the pace of this
change is escalating-resulting in many of these traditions and arts to escape from our
living memory. The need to stop further losses can not be more urgent and the INTACH

can and ought to play a major role in this endeavour.

Looking to this bitter part of the fact and with a view to safeguard the bits,
tunes& music of Kalanga Dance of tribal tradition with out hampering its primitive form
BasudevSa proposed a project to The Secretary SangeetNatak Academy, New Delhi
ABOUT THEBEATS, TUNES, DANCE & MUSIC OF KALANGA DANCE

Since time immemorial the Kalanga community (S.T) has marked their presence
at Balangir. History speaks they were being given as presentation to the king of Patna
and were being posted as security guard. The Kalanga community are daring and are
very obedient. The Kalanga community has been performing Kalanga dance (Tribal
dance) since their existence in Balangir. The Kalanga dance has a special place in the
traditional culture.(It is a special type of traditional dance).This dance is completely
based on” Veer Ras” and “PremRas”. The beats, tunes, and music of Kalanga dance are
also so sweet that it frenzied the performer as well as the audience. The song sang in

this dance is in Laria (S.T) language and the dance is confined only with in the




Kalangacommunity. In this dance the Danda (stick) has the main role to play that’s why
at times this dance was called as Danda dance. The Danda has been made from the wood
of Dhatuk tree. The Kalanga community put foundation of Kalanga dance every year. On
KartikaAmabasya, on the day both lord Shiva and Parvati is being worshipped by the
community. Further the main instruments Danda, Mandal, Jhanj are also being
worshipped. On the day the tites and rituals are being done by the female leader of the

community. Actual the Kalanga dance started on the PausaPurnami after worshipping of

the Dance, Mandal, and Jhanj.

The Kalanga dance has been continuing from one month and the dance
has been performed by the performer only in the village where the performer are being
invited and the performers are treated as the guest and friend by the villagers. In the
Kalanga dance there are 3 nos of mondal players one Jhangi players, one singer one
pillion singer 14 or16 nos of dancers who used to perform the Kalanga dance all
together. The dancers were keeping the Danda in one hand and a mirror in the other
hand. All the performers wear Dhoti, turban in the head and Ghunguru in the foot and a
peacock feather on the turban. They dance very beautifully to the beats and tunes of the
Mandal and the audience becomes frenzied. The dance has played a vital role in being

unity among the community.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

> To take a study on the Kalanga community and their involvement on
Kalanga Dance to find out the importance & impact of the Kalanga Dance of
Balangiron the community.

> To document Kalanga Dance ofBalangir under Western Odisha& its beats,
tunes, music & dance in written as well as in photography & videography.

>  To prepare a thesis on the Kalanga Dance & its beats, tunes, music & dance
along with its social & other impacts & effects on the community

> To promote and popularize the Kalanga Dance of Balangir under Western
Odisha& its beats, tunes, music & danceby wide circulation of the thesis

> Make people understand and realize Kalanga Dance of Balangir under

Western Odisha& its beats, tunes, music & dance
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aken to know about the Kalanga community and
their involvement on Kalanga D

PLAN OF IMPLEMENTATION

e Survey and study will be t

ance & the importance & impact of the
Kalanga Dance of Balangir under Western Odisha on the community

Collect data on Kalanga Dance & the importance & impact of the Kalanga
?a11ce & its beats, tunes, music & dance through a questionnaire schedule by
interaction with the Kalanga Community &local old people & about the
Importance & impact of the same on the society and record the same.
Analysis, compilation & finalization of the data collected on Kalanga Dance &
its beats, tunes, music & dance.

Preparation of thesis on the Kalanga community and their involvement on
Kalanga Dance to find out the importance & impact of the Kalanga Dance of

Balangir under Western Odisha on the community.

Submission of reports & returns and wide circulations of the thesis for the

popularization of the same.

TIME LINE:

SINo. | Particulars of Activities Time/duration

1 Survey and study 1& % months

2 Collection of data about Kalanga Community and details of | 2 & % months
Kalanga Dance& its beats, tunes, music & dance.

3 Analysis, compilation & finalization of the data collected. 2 months

4 Documentation & Preparation of thesis on Kalanga Dance 2 months

D Submission of reports & returns and wide circulations of the | 2 months
thesis

6 Follow Up Phase & Withdrawal Phase Post Project Phase

OUT COME:

> The Kalanga Dance of Balangir under Western Odishawill get an exposure for

i its promotion & popularization
‘ > The dying art form of the beats, tunes, music & dance of Kalanga Dance will
be preserved as people will understand the importance and passionate to

wards the bits and tunes of customary worship culture.

» The Kalanga dance wiil be replicated to other community also in future.
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immemorial and now it is being existed in Khaparkhol Block of
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