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Let's attend
the Global Saurath Congregation
and make Mithila stronger

25 June, 20 Madhubani
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ROSHAN KUMAR

A group of peaple in the
Mithila region has come for-
ward 1o revive a 700-year-old
community congregation to
arrange marriages,

Ata time when people are
using marriage bureaus and
matrimonial websites, many
people in the reglon still de-
pend upon the Saurath
Sabha or Sabha Gachhi, as
the congregation is alterna-
tively called, to fx mar-
riages. Many  bachelor
Maithil men come here from
far-off places in search of
suitabhle brides within the
comumunity,

The Sabha, which gets its
name from a place in Mad-
hubani district called Sau-
rath, has lately seen a decline
ininterest and participation.

“Maithils of the world
must come forwand to re-
build this institution that
played a key role in strength-
ening the way marriages
used (o be solemnised,” said
Birbal Jha, chalrman of the
Mithilnlok Foundation that
is working for the revival of

KONKONA,; :....

. THE DIRECTOR

PATNA )

Members of the Saurath
Sabla in Madhubani.

Telegraph picture

the tradition,“This unique
model of marriage arrange
ment faces an acate crisis,”
Jhuadded.

The founddation is organ.
Ising a Saurath Sabha or
Sabha Gachhi from June 25
1o July 3 during which thou-
sands of Maithil youth will
assemble to lmpress the fa-
thers of prospective hrides,

The foundation has also
written to chiel minister
Nitish Kumar, urging him to
build a marriage hall
at Saurath, push for digitisa-

CHEATING
GAFFE

FOREIGN

e e
New push for Maithil

marriage tradition

tion of the marriage registry
and  genealogical rec-
ords, and restore the Sabha
land by removing encroach-
ment,

“We have invited people
from across the globe,” Jha
said. “Many families from
the Darbhanga/Madhubani
region living in places like
Chennal and Bangalore have
saild they will participate,
“Invitation letters have been
sent to people with roots in
the Mithila origin living in
Poland, US and UK, and we
are also spreading the word
through social medin”

Pune-based Rantneshwar
Jha, former head of history
at Lalit Narayan Mithila Uni-
versity, said one of the main
objectives of the traditional
Saurath Sabha was to curb
evil practices associated with
arranged marriages. “Till
two decades ago, Sawrath
Sabha used to attract more
than 1 lakh people from ac-
ross the country,” he added.

The Bihar tableaun at the
Republic Day parade in New
Delhi in 2009 had featured
the Saurath Sabha.
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2 July 2003

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Dr. Kailagh Kumar Mishra has been known to me as a sincere, bright,
hardworking and original scholar since 1998. He had prepared an extensive

village report of Saurath - a heritage village of Mithila, Bihar under the
UNDP-UNESCO-IGNCA Project on VILLAGE INDIA in 1999. This report of Or

Mishra was used by several scholars working in this project as a maodel study
to arrange the data in the universal paltern.

Later, when UNESCO and Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts decided

to quantify all of 87 village reports of the project in a systematic and statistical
style, Dr. Mishra was assigned to develop a universal format of presentation, His
format of presentation could be deemed very good. Clear, concise and easy 1o
understand even to a layman, it gives not only the demographic patterm and
ethnology, but also explains away the myths related to the village 10 understand

the psyche.

| wish him success in his future endeavours and recommend his candidature for

any research/academic post for which Dr. Mishra may be applying.
R.P.Perera

Chief Administration
Programme Officer/Culture
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