










Name of Arts Prose/Music Base Area Ritual/Social Participate Music Instrument Costume Caste Popular/Rare Photos

Mangalamkali Dance (Rythamic 

round Dance)

 Wedding Dance Kasargod (Dist) social Performed in Group 

Specific  number not 

require(Mixed Dance 

male&female)

Thudi Dhothi,blowse 

Extra cloth is tied 

on the chest by 

Women dancers

Mavillan,vettuvan Rare

Udayam kali Dance (Rythamic 

round Dance)

 Wedding Dance Trikaripur village 

in kasargod dist

social Performed in Group 

Specific  Number not 

require(female)

No specific 

Instruments.Dancer

s clap and dance

Dhothi,blowse 

Extra cloth is tied 

on the chest by 

Women dancers

Pulayan Rare

Mathavilasam 

kooth

Based on story of Lord 

Siva

Mythology Kannur and 

kasargod Dist

Ritual  1 Performer and 1 or 2 

accompaniments

Mizhavu, Pleated cloth worn 

the waist.Red 

colour on the face.

Chakyar Rare

Viruthi kooth Based on a story of 

Siva

Mythology Kannur and 

kasargod Dist

Ritual 3 persons(1 performer,1 

singer,1 Drummer)

Mizhavu,Elathalam Small Head 

gear,Upper 

garment and white 

Dhothi

Chakyar Rare

Theyyam Music,Dance and 

narration

Mythological Kannur and 

Kasrgod(Dist)

Ritual Depends up on the 

character.Generally 

coustumers and 

Drummers are required 

for a performance

Chenda,Elathalam 

and Cheenikkuzhal

Head Headgear 

,Ornaments,Costu

mes with make-up

PulayanMalayan,

Velan,Vannan,Kop

palan,Mavilan,pul

ayan etc…

Popular

RarePulikkali(Narikkali) Dance Based on 

Hunting scene

Entertainment Old Tulunadu 

area(Northern part 

of kasargod Dist)

social Performed in Group 

Specific  Number not 

require(Male)

Trasa ,cymbal Body painting and 

Mask resembling 

Lion.

No specific 

community



Poorakkali Music Dance Mythology Kasargod kannur 

(Dist)

Social,Ritual Performed in Group 

Specific not require

No Instruments Chellanum 

Chorayum(Black or 

Brown cloth

Tiya,Maniyani,Cha

liya,Mukkuva,Mog

eya and kammala

Popular

Kolkkali Music Dance Mythology,social Kasargod kannur 

(Dist)

Social,Ritual Performed in Group 

Specific not require

Stick Tied over the 

dhothi

No specific 

Community

Popular

Chimmanakkali Music Dance Story based Kannur (Dist) Social Minimum 7 (4 

Performer,1 

singer,2Drummer)

2 thudi,1 Headgear,leaves 

are Tied over the 

Waiste

Pulaya Rare

Thiruvathira Social Mythological Found almost all 

area of kerala

Social Minimum eight Women 

dancers  are required as 

it is a group dance 

No music 

instruments when 

performed as a 

custom 

Mundum 

neryathum,

All Hindu caste Popular

kothamoori Music and Narration Mytological Payangadi,cheruk

unnu Areas of 

kannur District

Ritual Four to five Chenda and 

elaTalam

Painted face for 

kothamoori an 

effige of cow is tide 

on the waiste of 

the boy performer 

and two masked 

chracters

Malaya Rare

Koolitheyyam Music and dance Ancestral worship Eastern parts of 

Taliparamba Taluk 

of Kannur Dist

Ritual Minimum 5 Chenda and 

Elathalam

Face 

painting,HeadHead

gear 

,Ornaments,Costu

mes with make-up

Vannan Rare



Uchabali Music and Dance Mythology Kasargod kannur 

(Dist)

Ritual Depends up on the 

character.Generally 

coustumers and 

Drummers are required 

for a performance

Chenda,Thalam,Kur

umkuzhal

Face 

painting,HeadHead

gear 

,Ornaments,Costu

mes with make-up

Malayan Popular

Pulluvan pattu Narrative song Mythology Trissur Dist Ritual Minimum 2 performer( 1 

women and 1 men)

Kudom, Veena, 

Ilathalam 

No make up is 

required 

Pulluvan Rare

Bhrahmani pattu Narrative song Mythological Thrissur, Palakkad, 

Malappuram 

Ritual Minimum five women 

are required 

Brass vessel and 

knife

No separate make 

up. Women are 

clad in White dhoty 

and Neryathu over 

it 

Brahmini women Rare

Talikakkali Music and Dance Mythology Kozhikode Ritual Two artistes are required Chenda and 

ilathalam

Performer is on 

painted face and 

body ,a coloured  

head dress is worn. 

Colored claoth is 

also worn on the 

waist .

Malayan Rare

cheruneeliyattam Music and dance Mythology Palakkad and 

Thrissur 

Ritual Minimum Five artistes 

are required 

Maram, Chenda, 

Flute, Ilathalam 

A metal  is fitted on 

the mouth, anklet 

on the legs, 

Ornaments  and 

coloured cloths on  

the  waist  

Parayan Rare

Thidambu nritham Music and dance Mythology Estern parts of 

Kannur kasargod 

Dist

Ritual 1 or 2 performer Chenda, Elathalam Pleated cloth worn 

the waist.Red 

colour on the face.

Brahmins popular



Marakkalappattu Narrative song Mythological Some parts of 

Kannur and 

Kasargod districts

Mythological Minimum 3 performers Ilathalam No separate 

costumes. Singers 

are worn white  

dhoties

Kanisan/ Ganakan rare

Nataka yogi  Theatrical mythological Kannur and 

Kasargod districts

Social One main performer and 

his companions

Nil White dhoties or 

Poorakkali 

costumes

Tiya,Maniyani, 

Kammalsns, 

Chaliya

popular

Tolppavakooth Shadow puppetry Based on Puranic 

episodes 

Palakkad, Thrissur 

and Malappuram

Social Minimum seven artsites 

are required 

Chenda, Maram, 

Ilathalam 

No Seperate 

costumes for 

performers as they 

stand behind the 

curtain

Pulavar, Nair and 

Ganakan

Popular 

Glove puppet Song based narration Traditional 

perfor,mance 

Palakad Social Minimum One artist  is 

required 

Music can be added 

with music 

instruments

nil Andipandaram rare

Markkandeya 

Nadakam

Theatrical Mythological Palakad Social Minimum 15 artistes Background music Mythological 

costumes

Harmonium, 

Drums 

popular

Muttum viliyum Musical entertainment Palakad and 

malappuaram

Social Minimum five artistes Drums and Kuzhal ( 

Wind instrument)

Nil Muslim Popular



Balikkala theeyattu Magical Ritual Kozhikode Social Minimum 5 artistes are 

required

chenda , ilathalam, 

Cheenikkuzhal( 

wind Instrument)

Costumes are worn 

in accordance with 

the deity and as 

suggested by the 

astrologers. One or 

two Theyyam like 

characters are 

common in this art 

form

Malayan rare

Marthukkali Narrative discourse Based on Puranas, 

Epics, Natysasthra, 

Ayurvedam, 

Jyothisham , 

Chandassu etc

Kasargod ,kannur Ritual Mainly two narrators 

and a team of 

performers as 

accompanying artistes

Nil White dhothi is 

worn. Some times a 

black, or brown 

checque towel is 

also worn over the 

white dhothi. The 

Panikkers usually 

worn Gold bangle 

as a mark of their 

title. 

Tiya, Maniyani, 

Mukkuva, Mogaya 

Chaliaya and 

kammala

Popular

Palakad,

Mathavilasam kooth Based on story of Lord 

Siva

Mythology Kannur and kasargod 

Dist

Ritual  1 Performer and 1 or 2 

accompaniments

Mizhavu, Pleated cloth worn 

the waist.Red colour 

on the face.

Chakyar Rare

Yakshiyum 

gandharvanum

Magical Mythological Kasargod ritual Minimum seven artistes 

are required

Chenda, Ilathalam Headgear, 

Ornaments, 

geogeous costumes

Vannan rare

Nil PopularPorattu Performance in disguise social Social Specific number of artistes  

are not required













Name of Arts Prose/Music Base Area Ritual/Social Participate Music Instrument Costume Caste Popular/Rare Photos

Gonthalupooja ritual ceremony with 

music and dance

mythological Kumala, Panathur ritual 10-14 dancers Songs with music 

instruments such as 

band and saxophone

No specific 

costumes

Nayakkanmar( Maratti) Rare

Velichappadan 

kalyanam

Ritual ceremony Mythological Kannur and 

Kasargod districts

Ritual One main 

performer and 

several oracles 

and temple 

officiants and 

community 

leaders 

No music instruments No  

separate 

costume is 

required . 

Adorned  

oracles are 

worn white 

dhoties.

Depends up on the 

community.

rare

Seemantham Ritual practice Mythological Some parts of 

Kasargod district

Ritualistic NA NA NA Brahmins rare

Acharapedal 

kavilachan

Ritual ceremony Traditional Kasargod NA NA NA NA NA Rare

Puthari Ceremony social Kannur,Kasargod Ritual NA NA NA NA Popular

Dhayakramam mattal Ritual function Kasargod Community,family 

specific

NA NA NA NA



Chackiruthal Religious ceremony Mythological Kasargod and 

kannur 

Ritual 

Vala mangalam Ritual ceremony Parappa(Kasargod 

Disrict)

NA NA NA NA NA NA Rare







Name of Arts Prose/Musi

c

Base Area Ritual/Social Participants Music Instrument Costume Caste Popular/Rare Photos

Buffalo  Race sport social Manjeswaram Social/festive one  person for one 

buffalo 

No music Buffalos are 

decorated 

Bunts popular

Kozhikettu(cock Fight Sport Social manjeshwar 

(kasargod Disrict)

Social /festive NA NA NA NA Rare





20 Narasanna Fortune telling Fortune telling Northen 

part of 

kasargod 

Dist

Soial 1 Artist Udukk(Sm

all drum)

Over coat 

andTurba

n on the 

Head

Narasann

a

Rare



Name of Arts Prose/Music Base Area Ritual/Social Participants Music 

Instrument

Costume Caste Popular/Rare Photos

Pooram kuli Ceremony Mythology Kannur,

kasargod(dist)

Ritual NA NA NA NA Popular

Poliyantram Ritual festival Mythology Some area of Hosdurg 

and kasargod Taluk

Social There is no Limit.All 

people participate

No Music 

Instuments

No No specific Community Popular



Name of Arts Prose/Music Base Area Ritual/So

cial

Participate Music 

Instrument

Costume Caste Popular/Rare Photos

Adakkaputhur 

kannadi

Craft Traditional 

craftsmanship 

Adaykaputhur

Palakad(dist)

Social One or two artisans Nil Nil Moosari Rare 

Olamadayal Craft Nil Kasargod Social There is no limit to 

numers. 

NA NA

Popular

Dummy Horse Craft Mythology Palakad social NA NA Horse is decorated NA Asari



Name of Arts Prose/Music Base Area Ritual/Social Participate Music Instrument Costume Caste Popular/Rare Photos

Mathira Visiting 

performance

Based on a 

story enacting 

the missing of a 

nostril.

Northern parts of 

Kasargod disdtrict

Social Minimum eight 

dancers and one or 

two male 

members who are 

the drummers

Dhol  and small 

Ilathalam ( Cymbal)

No separate 

costumes

Nalke Rare

Kannyapoo Visting 

performance

Mythological Northern parts of 

Kasargod disdtrict

Social 3 persons.one is a 

main dancer and 

other is Buffoon 

and one Leader

Chenda Male takes 

the form of 

Female

Nalke Rare

onappottan Visiting deity mythological Kannur and 

Kozhikode districts

ritual One dancer and 

three or four 

accompaniments

Bell Painted face, 

small head 

gear, red cloth 

is tied  on the 

waist

Malayan rare

Aattigalinja Visiting deity mythological Kasargod district ritual One dancer and 

one or two 

accompaniments

Chenda carried by 

accompanying 

person and bell by  

the performer

Painted face, 

small head 

gear, red cloth 

is tied on t6he 

waist, ( 

performers 

are usually 

boys)

Nalke rare



keliyatram Visiting  

performer 

Mythology Kasargod kannur 

(Dist)

Ritual 1 Artist Bell Head gear of 

siva, Vibhuthi( 

Ash) on the 

face

Yogi 

Communit

y

Rare

Aattigalinja Visiting deity mythological Kasargod district ritual One dancer and 

one or two 

accompaniments

Chenda carried by 

accompanying 

person and bell by  

the performer

Painted face, 

small head 

gear, red cloth 

is tied on t6he 

waist, ( 

performers 

are usually 

boys)

Nalke rare

Sreepothi Music and 

dance

Mythological Nadapuram 

andVadakara Area of 

Kozhikode Dist

Ritual Minimum 2 Artist Thudi and Bell Painted Face 

and Upper 

part of the 

Body is coverd 

by a Red 

Garments.Ban

gles and 

breast cove 

rare worn

Malaya Rare

Kalan teyyam Music and 

dance

Mythological Chirakkal and 

Puzhathi area of 

kannur Dist

Ritual Minimum 3 Chenda and Bell Masked face 

and painted 

chest,Tender 

tassels of 

Coconut frond 

is worn on the 

waist

Malaya Rare



Vedanpattu Narrative 

song

Mythological Nadapuram 

andVadakara Area of 

Kozhikode Dist

Ritual 1 Artist Tudi Mundu and 

upper 

garment

Malaya Rare

Poothan Music and 

Dance

Mythology Malappuram, 

Pallakkad, Thrissur 

(Dists)

Ritual Minimum 5 Artist( 

1 performer,1 

Drummer

Chenda Face 

painting,Head

Headgear 

,Ornaments,C

ostumes with 

make-up

Velan, 

Parayan 

Popular









NA NA NA RareRamassery Idaly Traditional cuisine Palakad Na NA


