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CLAY MIZHAVU PROJECT

ReDort of Proiect Sa nctioned unde r the Scheme for Safeoua inq of

As part of the project initiatives, the following details have been collected on clay Mizhavu
(Mizhavu, fully made by using clay), which are currently available in Northern and
Southern parts of Kerala: -

Clay Mizhavu in Northern Kerala: -

Intanoi ble Cultural H ritaoe (ICH) & Diverse Cultu ral Traditions of India

1 Pavvan noor Sri subra anva Swamv emole

This Mizhavu was originally from Karivellur temple and during that time it was used For
Koothu and Kutiyattam by stricuy following the Shodasa Kriya Rituals. It was broken
due to mouldiness and hence was discarded from temple. It is now being kept safe at
the residence of Sri T.V. Padmanabhan Unnina mboothirippad u at payyanur.

(photos and videos attached)

2, Madaikkavy Temple

It is a Famous temple which is located at payyanur - Kannur route (via pazhayangadi).

(photos and videos attached)

Here we have seen a Mizhavu which was twice the size of the Mizhavu present at the
Payyannoor temple and is still used in the koothu conducted at the temple. The
residents around the temple could not say much about the Antiquity of the 14izhavu,
though we had an intensive survey there.

3. Muzhakkunnu Mridanoa Saileswari Temple

The Deity here is Goddess Durga, belonging to the Kizhakkekovila ka m Thannippilly
Tharavadu of the King of Kottayam.

At the middle of the three kovilakoms there exists a Deity called 'Mizhavil
Bhagavathy". The epic says that the Idol was Self Evolved from a Mizhavu which
came running down from Harischa ndrakodi, a place near pularimal, this idol was later
covered in 'Panchaloham'and was installed in a shrine considering the same as Durga
Devi.

It is a practice here to have Nivedyam at the'Moolasthanam,thrice a day.

(photos and videos attached)
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4. Perumba Mahavishnu Temole

Perumba Mahavishnu Temple is situated near Kurumathoor Illom
Thalipparampa- Irutti route.

at Pokkund, IN

Here we have seen two big mizhavu which made from clay and when enquired to the
inhabitants nearby we came to know that for about 75 years there were no Koothu
/Kutiyattam performances at the temple.

5. Vakamoli Vishnu Temole (varahamoorthi)

To reach here we need to alight at the "Vakamoli" stop on Arikula m-Ancha mpodi
route (From Koyilandi). The temple belongs to pazhayamadom Illom.

Here we have seen a very beautiful mizhavu of 8.5 feet width and 3.5 feet height. It
is decorated on the outside with lines which appears to be similar to some form of
artwork. When enquired with the neighbourhood, it came to our knowledge that many
people there have fond memories of koothu held at the temple.

Mr. Hariharan V.K., Kalamandalam Rajeev together with a
Photographer/Videogra pher visited all these five temples and gathered information.

Clay Mizhavu in Southern Kerala: -

The following are the places in Southern Kerala having Clay Mizhavu :-

1. Vettikava la Ganapathy Temple
2. Neyyattinkara Thiruvattar Shiva Temple
3. Kanyakumari Bhagavathi Temple
4. Shucheendram
5. Mukhathala Vishnu Temple

1. Vettikavala Ganapathv Temple

Vettikavala Ganapathy Temple is situated at about 8 km in the route towards punalur
from Kottarakkara. The temple has a monumental clay Mizhavu with mizhavana.
Currently Koothu is not being staged here.

(Photos and Videos attached)

clay and also a copper mizhavu.

(Photos and Videos attached)
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2. Kottarakara Museum

Here we have seen a Panchamukha mizhavu (a mizhavu with five faces) made out of
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3. Newattinkara Thiruvattar Temple

The temple premises here resemble that of Sri padmanabhaswamy Temple of
Thiruvananthapuram. It is said that during the olden days various Kshetraakalas
(Temple arts) were performed at the five Mandapas situated outside the temple
Premise.

It was not possible to enter the temple or to inspect the historical document available
there as the temple was currently under the purview of Tamil Nadu Government. Entry
without prior approval is being prohibited.

On enquiry, the nearby inhabitants informed that koothu is still performed by Artists
who usually comes from north.

We have complied all the above information and further, on 2O/O7/ZOL7 coltected more
information by conducting an interview with Sri. Kalamandalam Ishwaranunni who is a
Professor at The Kerala Kalamandalam and a renowned Mizhavu teacher.

(Interview video is ava ila ble)

Further, Mr. Hariharan and Mr. Rajeev Interviewed Dr, Jyotilal T.G, a Scholar who resides
at Erumapetty Thrissur. Dr Jothilal is the head of the Sculpture department at Katady Sri
Shankaracharya Sanskrit University.

Along with that Mr. Hariharan and Mr. Rajeev also interviewed Sri. AppuKuttan a Sculptor
at Pathramangalam. He informed that there were mainly four different varieties of clay
which were usually used for the production of Mizhavu. He described how adding sand to
the clay increases the strength of the mizhavu and also about adding red soil which in turn
affects the colour of the Mizhavu.

Mrr Hariharan along with, Mr. Rajeev Mr. and Mr. Jayaraj interviewed Mr. Appu, a clay pot
maker from Cheruthuruthy (Shornur). They deliberated on the procedures of making of
"Ghatam" and "Tabla" and also about the process of making the Ghatam smoother with
the help of egg whites. Mr. Appu opined that that clay from river is better for making
izhavu as it is stickier compared to the ordinary clay. He also intimated his interest
towards Mizhavu making.

(Video of interview available)

That day itself the team went to Kulapulli near to Shornur to meet Sri. Onakkoor
Gopinathan Nambiar, a Mizhavu artist who still plays clay Mizhavu at places like
Madaikavu Temple. The information's received from him was indeed very useful.

(Video of interuiew available)

The team then collected more information by meeting up with Padmasree Kalamadalam
Narayanan Nambiar a renowned Mizhavu artist residing at Lakkidi, Ottapalam. From him
the team was able to collect vital information regarding the history of Mizhavu. He also
pointed out the usage of the sap of kulamavu plant along with the clay used for making
mizhavu.

bia.

(Video of interview available)
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To summarise:

> To collect all these information the team has interviewed three Mizhavu artists and
one scholar in sculpture (Have paid fee to all four of them)> Interviewed two clay sculptors (paid fee)> Personally visited all the above-mentioned places

> Expenses related to travel stay food and photo/video were properly accounted for.

Regards

H haran V.K.
Managing Trustee
Krishnan Nambiar Mizhavu Kala ri
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