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Y. Gambhini Devi : A Dossier

Name : YUMLEMBAM GAMBHINI DEV]

Date of Birth : st January, 1945

Father's Name . Late Y. Gulap Singh

Mother's Name Late Ahanthem Ningol Ibemcha Devi

Spouse's Name Late Konsam Kumar Singh @ Thopi

Address Yaiskul Police Lane, Imphal West District

Occupation A professional Nat Sankirtana/Sangeet

artiste, Retired Guruhan (Senior Guru),

Sutradhari, Deptt. of Ras, Jawaharlal Nehru

Manipur Dance Academy (JNMDA), Imphal.
. Training Undertaken :

a) Nat Sangeet from the age of 5 from (i) Shri Kh. Gulapi Singh,
Sangeet Ratna and Senior Guru and Head of Dept. of Nat
Sankirtana, JNMDA, (i) Shri K. Abhiram Sharma, Padmashree
and Visiting Guru, JNMDA, (jii) Shri Ng. Jogendra Singh (Joy Patra
Recipient), (iv) Shri Kalachand Shastri, Padmashree.

b) RasaDance: (i) Guru Amudon Sharma, Sangeet Natak Akademi

(SNA) Awardee, (ii) Guru Maisnam Amubi Singh, SNA Awardee
and Padmashree, (iii) Shri Khaidem Lokeshor Singh, SNA

Awardee, (iv) Smt. Kshetri Tombi Devi, SNA Awardee, (v) Shri
Ibopishak Sharma, SNA Awardee.
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c¢) Sutra : (i) Smt. Lourembam Tombi Devi (ii) Smt. L. Ibeni Devi
(iii) Smt. Nambol Pishak Devi (iv) Smt. Ngangom Bhanubati Devi.

d) Gostha Leela : (i) Smt. Narshing Ibema Devi (ii) Smt. Mangisana
Shija.

e) Monoharsai Kirtan : (i) Shri Nongmaithem Tomba Singh, Shri
Khanda Moina Dan Trained (i) Shri Ngangom Jogendra Singh
and (iii) Shri Thokchom Gopal Singh.

f)  Literature of Nat Sankirtana : Fortunate enough to have sat under
the feet of the following renowned gurus and academicians in
connection with the learning of the vast realm of literature of Nat
Sankirtana :

i) Sanskrit from Shri Kalachand Shastri (Padmashree)

i) Bengali from Shri R.K. Shitaljit Singh (Renowned writer)

i) Manipuri from Shri A. Minaketan Singh (Renowned writer)

. Professional Qualification :

(a) 'Top' grade artiste, Light Hindustani Music of AIR, Imphal in Nat
Sankirtana Music (Vocal).

(b) Post Graduate Diploma of 'Ras' 1st class from JNMDA, 1979.

. Performances given

(a) InEurope :
i.  International Children Festival at London, 1979

i.  Royal Albert Hall, London, 1979

iii.  Festival of India in Paris, 1985

iv.  Festival of India in Canada and Erstwhile East Germany, 1986
v. Festival of India in USSR, 1987-88

(b) InUSA (1986) and Canada :
i.  Columbia College, Columbus Georgia
ii.  State University of New York
iii. Colgate College, Hamilton, New York
iv.  University of Nabraska, Omaha
v.  University of lowa, Cesar Falls, lowa
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vi. Kansas State University, Manhatan, Kansas

vii. - University of California, Barkley, California

viil. - University of Missouri, California

ix.  Centre of World Music, San Diego, California

X. Whiteman College, Wala Wala, Washington

xi.  Field Museum of National History, Chicago, lllinois

Xii. Indo-American Forum, Memphis, Tennessee

Xiii. Indian Association of Tulsa, Oklahoma

xiv. Indian Music Society 2 EXPQ'86, Vancouver Canada.

(c) Inlindia:

i. A number of Nat Sankirtana/Sangeet renderings
broadcast on AIR Guwahati, Kolkata, Silchar and Imphal
as an approved artiste.

il.  North East Festival at Shantiniketan, Kolkata, Organised
by State Kala Akademi and Sangeet Natak Akademi (2008).

iii.  North East Festival, Octave, at Trivandrum Organised by
Sangeet Natak Academy 2008.

Iv.  'Sana Leibak' Festival of Dance and Music, Mumbai, 2000.

V.. Amirki Mela, Mumbai, 1985.

vi.  Inauguration of Indira Gandhi National Centre for Arts,
New Delhi with Manipuri Nat Sankirtana in 1985,

vii. - Solo Performances in Delhi, Lucknow and Rajasthan, 1960.

viii. Festival of Manipuri Dance and Nat Sankirtana in Delhi and
other cities of India.

iX.

Group Performances of Khubak Eshei, Gostha Leela and
Ras Leela at Jagannath Kshetra, Bhubaneshwar, Chennali,

Kanyakumari, Pondichary, Tirupati, Kamakhya Mandir and
Kalighat Mandir.

(d) In Manipur :

l.

Played the role of Radha several times in the Ras Leela
performed at Shri Shri Govindaji's temple from the ageof9to
24 under the patronage of the Late Maharaja of Manipur.

Played the role of Yasoda and Sachi in Udukhol, Gostha
Leela and Goura Leela held in the same temple.
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10.Other Activities for the cause of Nat Sankirtana / Sangeet :

5

Singing Nat Sankirtana/Sangeet Continuously for the last
60 years.

Participated in Ras Leela held in the Mandap of Shri Shri
Govindaiji temple since the age of 9.

Given numerous Radio Talks in All India Radio, Imphal.

iv. Released 2 discs (1955)and 2 audio cassettes of Manipuri
Nat Sankirtana.

v.  Presently imparting Nat Sankirtana/Sangeet to young artistes
who are keen to learn this form of music fror as far places as
Bangladesh, Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Guwahati, Agartala,
Manipur Urban and Country side, free of cost.

vi. Composed 6 songs for presentation of solo performances.

vi. Has been rendering vocal accompaniment fo numerous solo
peerformances of classical Manipuri dance.

viii. Published a Book on Basak Songs (Manipuri) 2001.

ix. 4 (four) books on Basak, (Asthanayika), Nimai Sanyas, (Jogi
Besh), Mathur (Ras Dashami Dasa) and Khubak Eshei.

11.Serving as :

a) Member of Selection Committee for Selection of Lecturer,
Rabindar Bharati University, Kolkata.

b)  Member of Central Dance Audition Board of Doordarshan,
New Delhi.

c¢) President, YGR, Nat Sankirtan Sheidam Shang.

d) Member of Selection Committee of Scholarship to Young
Artistes in different cultural fields, Department of Culture,
New Delhi.

e) Member of Selection Committee of Scholarship to young
Artistes, Centre for Cultural Research and Training, New
Delhi.

f)  Executive member of committee on Celebration of 200th Death

Anniversary of Rajarshi Bhagyachandra.
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9)

h)

12.Awards :
a)
b)

External Invigilator, Manipur University, since the inception
of the Department of Rasa in 2005.

Visiting Guru for the Post Graduate Course and External
Invigilator of Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy.

Awarded Padmashree by the President of India in 2005.
Sangeet Jyoti Award from North East Foundation for Cultural
and Socio-Economic Development, Guwahati, 2005.

Nat Sangeet Award, Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi 1988.
Senior Fellowship of the Department of Culture, Ministry of
Human Resource Development, New Delhi 1998.

Nat Sangeet Award of Manipur State Kala Akademi, 1980.
3 (three) Gold Medals of Khubak Eeshei (A form Nat
Sankirtana).

13 (thirteen) Silver Medals for presenting Nat Sankirtana in
different parts of India.

4 (four) Gold Medals for presenting Basak (A form of Nat
Sankirtana) from Tripura, Silchar, Guwahati and Bangladesh.

Nritya Ratna Award in Manipuri Dance of Manipuri Sahitya
Parishad, 1979.

P.S. Bio-Data already published in :

(a)

(b)
©

The Directory of Indian Women Today 1976, published by the
Indian International Publication.

Famous India Nation's Who's and Who, 1978.

Reference Asia 1989 5th Edition, published by the Refacimento
International.
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