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Under
§ Cultural Traditions of India” (ICH),Ministry of Culture Govt. of India

The Secrets of Rites & Rituals and

_Project title
Its treatment in Traditional Meitei Culture.
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». Name of Applicant : Biramangol Moirangthem

3. Address . Kakching Turel Wangma, Ningthou Pareng, Ward No. 4,
P.O. & P.S. Kakching , Thoubal District, Manipur-795103

4. Mode of Study Through Research Documentation

5. Language of Study : Manipuri Language mixing with English

6. Duration of Study. 15 months, say 1 year and 3 months.

7. Synopsis of the Project :
Culture and literature are the two faces of a nation, which reflects true picture of the

nation with its identity. Each and every ethnic group inhabited in the world, have their own
faiths and believes. Under the enfluence of these faiths and believes enrapported to the

existence of the world of culture.

The present day Manipuri culture,seen by the people is totally mixed up with those of

Hinduism on religious ground. The real face is in the shadowy past. So, without a look back
it would not be possible for us to get a coorect picture of the prestine purity of cultural
virtues of our ancients and make headway towards rejuvination and preservation of the
world of Meitei culture. Fortunately for Manipur her forefathers had their own cultural

heritage.

The reality of Meitei Culture lies in the delves of rites and rituals practiced by our
forefathers, so called Meitei Kurus (Gurus) of the ancients. At the very begining, rites and
rituals were recited as prayer before the Sacred Groves Diety for the development of the
surrounding inhabitants to get a better livelyhood even though, the words embodied with

beautiful secret meanings.

The Meitei rites and rituals include with a high embolus philosophical meanings. The
Maibas or Pandits recited rites before the God and Goddess handing with a Sharik (small
bell) in hand with offerings to satisfy by the God and Goddess. It is used in different ways,
say for treatment of physical illness, development of living of the inhabitants. With the
rhythmic eloquence, abhinayas etc. Above all, it has undisturb link with the history of meitei

community.

The words recited by our ancient Kurus cannot know by the so called modern people.
The language they used is treated to be old language. For example, on the closing day of Lai

_ Haraoha (Sacred Groves Diety Festival) a song was sung by the Maiba called ‘Ougree.’

The song is treated as rites, which bears beautiful meaning. The very song is believed to be
one of the 1st poems in Manipuri literature.
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ys Manipur was called ‘Chakpa Langba ; Muwapalli and Wangam Tanthong
Maphipakpa. After that it was called ‘Poirei Meitei” according to
t is on record that meitei rites and rituals were used, even before

Manipuri culture is highly related with sacred groves Diety Festival called UMANG
LAl HARAOBA in Manipuri language. It is known from the old traditions that there are
different styles and kinds of dances. Among them, Khamba-Thoibi dance, Maibi dance
and Laiching Dance etc. these styles and kinds are derived from the sacred groves Deity
Festival. The wellknown Manipuri Ras Dance is believed to be derived from Laibou Jagoi
of Sacred Groves Deity Festival. The Ras Dance is a combination of two styles, viz,Laibou
Dance and Ras Dance of early vaishnavites. The present form is formed to suit to the artis-

tic soil of Manipur.

During the reign of king Kiyamba (1467-1508) vaishnavism entered in to this land. At
that time meitei traditional style was normal. And during the reign of Maharaja Garibniwas
(1709-1508), one religious learned person called ‘Shantadas’ came to Manipur (1716 A.D.)
from Shrihatta, who preached ‘Ramandi cult’ to the Maharaja and Maharaja to the people.
After that, the real traditional style of meitei culture began to mixup with the new one.

Taking advantage of the new religion, the Maharaja ordered to break down the old
traditional Sacred Shrines of Umang Lai, and started the work from 1723 A. D. September,and
thus the real face of the Meitei rites and rituals along with secrets and its beauties lost in the
shadowy past, have the need to be brought back to save its cultural heritage.

Aims and Objectives of the Project:

The main objective of the project is to safeguard the real face of rites and rituals of
Manipuri or Meitei through reseach documentation and to bring out a written document for
future generation to come and to save its cultural heritage.

The most important aspect of the project is that the present living experts who are
practicing it, are 98% illiterate. They practice it through by heart, not from written docu-
ments. During their lifetime of some of subject experts recordings and documentations
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are highly necessary in order 1o safegaurd the old cultural traditions. And, mostly the
experts are resided at far off remote villages who are practiced the real languages and

rea[f()"ms.

Mode of study(or Implementation of the Project) :
The project will be implemented through research documentation on the given topic.

The following programmes Or order will be taken up.

7~

1st phase
i) Meeting and interview with still living subject experts and recordings thereof. \
own

ii) Group discussions and holding of Syposiums inviting subject experts at their
N

villages
iii) Individual interviews with subject experts. L= o0
iv) Organisation of open Demonstration programme s for 7 days at Kakching e 4

v) Taking photographs of the Sacred Groves of Meitei Deity of Manipur. o

2nd phase
Writting of illustrations on the documents available

Chapters to be described
1st Chapter - A breif accounts on the sacred Grove Deities of Manipur

2nd Chapter - Historical backgrounds of Rites & Rituals and its Importance

in early Meitei Society.
3rd Chapter - Indian Customary rites and rituals of the Vedas with its mixing style to

Metei culture.
4th Chapter - Cultural value incorporated with the Meitei rites and rituals
5th Chapter - The treatment of rites and rituals in Manipuri Culture in particular and

Indian Culture in general.
6th Chapter - Conclusion

Duration of Study : 15 months, Say, 1, 3 (one year 3 monts)
( 6 months programming - 6 months Writing)
3 months taking Approval and printing and publiication of the

Research document.
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" The Meithei or Manipuri people, living in the state of
Manipur in the Indian Union,are quite small- one could say
insignificant-numerically... But they are a great people when we
consider the culture which they have built up in the valley of
Manipur and the literature which Manipuries have given to India
and the world in thier own language, the beginings of which
unquestionably go back to some 1500 to 2000 years. But the people
who do not understand the history,culture and atmosphere of
Manipur and who have no knowledge of the great things which
one can find in Manipuri literature erroneously consider Manipuri
to be one of the backward languages of the Adivasi or primitive
peoples of India. But even any superficial knowledge of the
language and its literature would convince anyone of the great
value of the literature in the Meithei or Manipuri language. This
literature is in the forefront of the advanced literatures spoken by
millions of people in the Indian Union and it has some special
quality and character of its own."

Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee, March 1. 1976.-
Introduction to 'Khamba Thoibi'
by N. Tombi Singh"



Gurus accompanied
Jrom the last 35 years before the Project

(L) Naorem Amuyaima Singh,
Pandit Achouba, Sana Konung

(L) Nongmaithem Manaoyaima Singh,
Old Manipuri Literature Guru,
( Gabeshana Bhusan- Manipuri Sahitya Parishad,Imphal)

(L) Sandamani Singh, Khunnung Maiba, Kakching
(L) Naorem Narhari Singh, Asst Teacher, Maiba

(L) Chatur Singh, Khunnung Maiba Kakching

(L) Ksh. Kumuda Singh, Khunnung Maiba, Kakching
(L) M. Dhabal Singh, Khunnung Maiba

(L) Kh. Naran Singh, Strologer, Waikhong

(L) Yengkhom Tomei Singh, Kakching Mayai Leikai >>>
Nata Bhusan

Present

Meidingu Tonjao, Wangjing

Moirangthem Ningthemjao Singh, Vedanta Scholar
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(Seven Spiritual Leaders of Manipur)
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" The Meithei or Manipuri people,living in the state of Manipur in the Indian
Union,are quite small- one could say insignificant-numerically... But they are a great people
when we consider the culture which they have built up in the valley of Manipur and the
literature which Manipuries have given to India and the world in thier own language, the
beginings of which unquestionably go back to some 1500 to 2000 years. But the people
who do not understand the history,culture and atmosphere of Manipur and who have no
knowledge of the great things which one can find in Manipuri literature erroneously con-
sider Manipuri to be one of the backward languages of the Adivasi or primitive peoples of
India. But even any superficial knowledge of the language and its literature would convince
anyone of the great value of the literature in the Meithei or Manipuri language. This
literature is in the forefront of the advanced literatures spoken by millions of people in the
Indian Union and it has some special quality and character of its own."

Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee, March 1. 1976."

" With a script of her own Manipuri literature flourished and bloomed in the full

health of existence in the hands of Manipuries old who though a war-like nation were
devoutedly spiritualitic."

Sanasam Gourahari Singh
Secretary,Govt. of Manipur
(1.8.1969)
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(An account of the origin of Meitrabak)
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New Delhi-110001 = cerear @iz st sppn 2 “Our conceptions of Meitei
Puya and personalities in ancient lore meen further investigation.” (Dr.M.
Kirti Singh, Padmashri)
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singh (1835) No. 1 page 75 @ sfasg cFfam waw 3f:

“Near nunggoibi and between Taibongthong there is a stone with super-
natural power known as Mani or Precious stone on account of which the
place is known as Manipur.”
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" The Manipuris possess a written character of their own.. ‘This character is said to
be very ancient; only a few can write it" Captain Dun-1886

" The Manipuris are a people gifted with arare imagination and a spirit

of great things in literature "
(Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee- 1976)



'(b’\'))'

T SR a1 %Al e 2T T WS SiRar MEPAT (AT (TS AieHat ozl
fomRaat sram *wers T S | TS ST SR [Tl AT SFEAGI AR 2R
< SR *AICISIT (TS~ CFAAN (T 2 Fpr’ ST afbear et A
TR VLTSS AT, T SR 34T CFAl, CRILTRIFRAT FRFT AT
R AR TG | ST CRTTERAT (AT SNGe il LA Coeter | STt
me&ww,mmﬁmﬁmmmwﬁmmﬂzﬁm
ey (RO AAReE SR 17 ( Sfar sfae@ iz Hewe: #sy)

wmm%mmwmeﬁwmwﬁﬁcmwﬁ?ﬁ%mmww%
eFaifer | IFT T TIGI G |
SRt o AR - TR S A - (TR TowTeT PfSEar %Al (AT | EF- (TR
o R G 2 ST 5B BT S JEE - (o WA ACHRA Mewar e | wfr
SerR WA TR SRRAT TR TZB (S (AT (I (AT GG BEAR R W A |
o SR AT S YRR St (], A BT TR AL FLAT (A |
FesIwRT AT fRTaer (R |
“ @ SRR ARG
FIREAIE e HiEeea
(RIS (RIS 3R
JIEAYGA W 8% TTae SHeNT
2T 8T TR BrREwa
B 2 o W% (FO R (P
.. T RA YA T GRS
SFn mRF... T, w17

BT ST AT A A% GG CERFA AT AAAL A AT
(2T, ST ST R e i W CaAalf |

TBen S ES A g, B ffE, R e @, e % BT "Scheme
for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage and Diversity Cultural Tradions of India"

T ArAeEEA (DR AT SAF ST A St SFBE |



MSTAN SR Firz-M
Y30 WIFA TCAF ATH-205¢

Theraw SEIE iRy,
+*f&e STHRT

COSBE - Sabd

L R

ok

SNSTRT Wméﬁi— N 330 @I 6 IR FGH
QTG , o3 2o sl Begier I |

L



