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About Khamayati

Khamayati has been inspired by the rich and varied legacy of Rajasthani
culture, and Komal Kothari, who worked with and established the modern
context of these great traditions. SWRC Tilonia, Barefoot College, was
Initiated into understanding this extraordinary musical tradition, and
collaborated with Rupayan Sansthan and Komal Kothari in organizing Lok
Utsavs since 1984. The knowledge and legacy of Komalda’s tradition of
collective work with folk culture continues to inspire all our efforts.
Khamayati is the raga used as the invocation for the beginning of all
concerts. The name was chosen as both an invocation, and a celebration of
tradition. The project will look at their music, and the community’s socio-
economic conditions. It will help wherever needed with providing support and
assistance to create a better environment for developing their musical
tradition.

The preservation of their music is a huge task. The project began with a
workshop in consultation with the Manganiars and Langas on the 28th and
29th January 2012 in Barmer. The musicians collectively discussed critical
1ssues, and looked at their own cultural richness and their future. Attention
was paid specifically in re-establishing their repertoire, the dissemination of
Iyrics and songs, by documenting and using notations so that they could be
preserved for posterity. Khamayati will provide support and facilitation for
the folk culture of Rajasthan. It will nurture and document traditional music
and other forms of folk expression in different ways. It will promote women

singers to perform and also provide a space for learning.
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Objectives

e (Catalogue of traditional/ceremonial expression, melody and
songs
To produce a catalogue of 74 songs which will not only carry the song
lyrics but also a song’s meaning and its background story.
A set of 7 CDs complementing the catalogue, which will have the 74

songs, recorded by different teams of Langa and Manganiar musicians.

Other activities will be carried on based on the funding available for the
project from other sources. These may include Lecture Demonstrations and

workshops for musician communities.

* Lecture Demonstrations
To promote their art across varied audience, lecture demonstration will
be organized where the musicians get a platform to explain their music

and perform.

* Workshops for children from music communities
Workshops will be organized for children from music communities to
give them a space to learn, experiment and interact with senior

musicians and encourage them to take their art forward.
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Other Project Activities

(Depending on the availability of funds from other sources)

Activity Timeframe Geographical area

Hela Dangal April 2014 Dausa
Archiving

Lecture May 2014 Jaipur

Demontration

Langa and June 2014 Barmer
Manganiar
Childrens
Workshop

Planned activity from the fund received under ICH scheme

Activity Time frame Geographical area
Catalogue of 100 July - March Jaisalmer, Barmer,
songs from the oral Jodhpur

repertoire of
Langas and

Manganiars, (audio,

written catalogue)
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Category No. of Songs Month
Ragas (Morning, 10 July
Afternoon, Evening,

Night)

Wedding Songs 20 August
(Ceremonies: Mehendi,

Haldi, Bana-bani,

Vidaai)

Nature (water, birds, 10 September
wind)

Seasons 10 October
Sufi 20 November
Songs for 10 December
daughters/sisters

Jangra Shaili 20 January
Total Categories =7 100 7 months
Post Processing - February - March

Field trips will be made to reach out to the musicians of Barmer, Jodhpur
and Jaisalmer districts who are experts in the above-mentioned categories

and songs from their repertoire would be documented.

Proposed Outcome:
1. A catalogue of 100 songs, with their meanings and elaborate description
of their background stories.
2. A series of 7 CDs recorded by Langa and Manganiar musicians,

category wise.
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Barefoot College (SWRC Tilonia), Rajasthan

Khamayati

Scheme: Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditions

of India, Ministry of Culture, Government of India

Project Title: Documenting and Promoting Traditional Music and Culture of Rajasthan



Catalogue of traditional/ceremonial expression, melody and songs

Field trips were made and ample time was spent with few musicians

living in villages of Barmer districts and their repertoire was documented.
Category/ Genre of Music documented so far

1. Ragas (Morning, Afternoon, Evening, Night) - 2 Musicians from the

Manganiar community
2. Jangra Shaili - 2 Musicians from the Manganiar community

3. Meera Bhajan - 5 musicians from the Chautara Vadan community/
Bhajan Mandli

4. Kabir Bhajan - 5 musicians from the Chautara Vadan community/
Bhajan Mandli

Objective

*To produce a book which will carry information about a wvillage,
musicians residing in that village, their community, other details such
as lyrics etc with photographs.
(Rough draft attached)

* Archiving traditional Marwari songs (audio) by these musicians

1. Bisu Kala

Bisu Kala is a village in Shiv block, 15 kms from Shiv and is located on
the Barmer - Jodhpur highway. Around 15 Manganiar families live here.
Manganiar communities are musicians who form a very important aspect
of ceremonies and functions in villages. They sing traditionally for their
Rajput patrons during family occasions such as birth, weddings, festivals

etc.



Photographs taken at Bisu Kala



We documented two great musicians from the Manganiar community who
live in this village and are known for their mastery over a particular style
of rendition called the ‘Jangra Shaili.” Jangra shaili is a complex way of
singing traditional marwari songs in which musicians sing with difficult

variations, maintaining the pace and rhythm of the song.
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The two musicians documented were:
Chanan Khan Manganiar
Multan Khan Manganiar

Chanan Khan is a very senior musician who is an expert Kamaicha
player. Kamaicha is a traditional string instrument, which is played with
a bow. He 1s also a vocalist. Multan Khan, his younger brother is also an
exceptional vocalist. Both the musicians are very well known for their

Jangra style rendition.
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Chanan Khan Manganiar playing his Kamaicha

13 songs have been recorded in Jangra style and these songs are based on
Ragas which are time specific. For example, Raag Bilawal is played
between 8am and 10 am, Raag Sarang from 1 PM to 2 PM etc.

List of songs recorded (Jangra Shaili)
1.Bisu ka badla
2.Hasti Chadh aaye (Raag - Asha, 6 am - 8 am)




3.Bini Chodh (Raag - Todi, 10 am - 11am)

4.Heli (Raag - Goondmalhar, 12 pm - 1 pm)
5.Radha Rani (Raag - Kalyan, 7 pm - 8 pm)
6.Payal geheri baaje (Raag - Sorath, 00 - 1 am)
7.Halariya (Raag - Shameri)

8.Ujali Bhaboot (Raag - Bilawal, 8 am - 10 am)
9.Bageli tharo banado (Raag - Shubh, 4 pm - 5 pm)
10.Rameriya baag me (Raag - Kafi, 10 pm - 11 pm)
11.Kaman Garo kanji (Raag Bhervi, anytime)
12.Barsalo (Raag- Sarang, 1pm-2 pm)
13.Khammaji (Raag- Maru 3 pm-4 pm)

2. Bawdi

Bawdi is a village located in Chauttan block of Barmer district, very close
to the India-Pakistan border. Musicians from the Meghwal community
were documented from this village. Bawdi, derives its name from a small

well which used to exist in this village. Many small hamlets located

around the sand dunes together constitute this village.
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Traditional instruments used by the musicians




These musicians sing Meera, Kabir, Ramdev and other bhajans. The
traditional instruments used are chautara, manjira, and a clay pot. Their

bhajan sessions often called ‘satsangs’ usually happen all through the

night.

List of songs recorded

Kabir Bhajan

1.Kashiji se brahman aaya chaar ved padh laya
2.Vaga mein baithi maalan boli, ghani aneeti nai aachi
3.Pehla dil apni socho peeche paanv dijiyo

4.Charkha

5.Kabir khada bazaar mein

6.Hansa chugle chugle moti



Meera Bhajan

1. Suta rano sukh bhari neend

2. Dhyan dhare meera prabhu sambhale
3. Meera ekali khadi

4. Ramta jogi aao humare des

5

6

. Kaaman garo
. Heli



