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PZASH/20/092/2014-2015 26™ August 2014

Dr. Shernaz Cama
Director,

Parzor Foundation,

F-17, Hauz Khas Enclave,
New Delhi- 110016

T: 011 26513560

M: 09810007717

Dear Dr. Shernaz,

The Parsi Zoroastrian Anjuman of Secunderabad and Hyderabad located in
the state of Telangana, India appreciates the inclusion of Navroze on the list
of UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Jamshed-e-Navroze is believed to bring each Zoroastrian an assurance of

good health and prosperity. It symbolizes the onset of spring.

Navroze is celebrated in the twin cities of Secunderabad & Hyderabad on the
21st of March every year. Special prayers are conducted in the Fire Temples where
young and old Parsi/Irani Zoroastrians dressed in their best attend, people greet
each other and Parsi delicacies are enjoyed. A grand get together takes place in the

evening at the Zoroastrian Club, Secunderabad.

Thanking you,
Yours sincerely,

q o} lf\&LLV\f

(MRS. GULBANOO Y. CHENOY)
President - PZASH.




DASTUR KHURSHED KAIKOBAD DASTOOR
HIGH PRIEST “IRANSHAH" UDVADA

August 28, 2014

The Parsis of India, about whom Mahatma Gandhi said "In
numbers beneath contempt, in contribution beyond compare" have
always celebrated the advent of Spring on 21st March as Navroze
(beginning of a new year).

Hal Borland, the well known American author and jour'nalist wrote
"No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn. How true his
words.

Spring plays a very important part in the lives of creation and of all
men, for spring is the time when the good earth refreshes itself
after a painful winter, it is the time when birds return from their
nests and begin to sing, and flowers prepare themselves to bloom
and blossom. Spring signifies that the darkness is past and dawn
has arrived. Spring is a time for all mankind to rejoice and embrace
goodness by thinking good thoughts, saying good words and doing
good deeds, making our world a better place.

| add the appreciation of my small but vibrant Parsi/lrani
Zoroastrian community of India to my own in commending

UNESCO for inclusion of Navroze on the list of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. :

| remain in HIS SERVICE,

Dastoor Street, Udvada 396180. District Valsad, Gujarat | Tel. : +91260 2345306

P-7, Cusrow Baug, Shahid Bhagat Singh Road, Colaba, Mumbai : 400 001 | Tel.: +9122 2282 9428 / 6633 4371
E-mail : dasturjikhurshed@gmail.com
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August 26, 2014.

Dr. Shernaz Cama
Director

Parzor Foundation

F-17, Hauz Khas Enclave
NEW DELHI -110 016.

Dear Madame Cama,

The joyous advent of Spring is observed in all its splendour by
several nations of the world. In our own land we find that the
Festival of Spring is celebrated by the Hindus as Holi. South Indians
call it Pongal and North Indians name it as Baisakhi. The Japanese
herald Spring with the Chrysanthemum Festival.

One of the outstanding achievements of the Great Peshdadian King
Jamsheed was that he devised the Iranian Calendar. When,
according to legend, he ascended the Throne in Iran on 21t of March
and he was instrumental in getting this day celebrated throughout
his -realm as the New Year Day. Even today the lIranian Year
commences on this auspicious day — The Vernal Equinox (Equal
Day and Equal Night). ’

Lately a development of considerable importance and far reaching
significance has taken place in the World Body. On Fewruary 23,
2010, the Sixty Fourth Session of the United Nations General
Assembly declared March 21, as the INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
NAVROZE.

According to the Preamble to the UN resolution, the International
Day of Navroze will be celebrated on the day of the Vernal Equinox
by more than 300 million people worldwide as the beginning of the
New Year. It has been celebrated for more than 3000 years in the
Balkans, the Black Sea Basin, the Caucasus, Central Asia, the Middle
East, South East Asia and other regions, after having originated in
lran.

The Assembly called on Member States that celebrate the festival to
study its history and traditions with a view to dissem%nating.tf\at
knowledge among the international community and organising
annual commemoration events.
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Since 2004, ten countries have been working to get this ancient
festival the recognition it deserves. This festival is celebrated not
only by Zarathushtis but by others also, especially those living in
Central Asia, irrespective of their religion, as it’s the observance of
giving thanks for the bounties of Mother Earth and the renewal of life.

Welcoming the inclusion of Navroze into the representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
on September 30, 2009, the text notes the festival’s “affirmation of
life in harmony with nature, the awareness of the inseparable link
between constructive labour and natural cycles of renewal and the
solicitous and respectful attitude towards natural sources of life”.

The text was introduced by Azerbaijan’s representative, who said
that as a holiday celebrated in many parts of the world with themes
important to all humanity, Navroze encourages intercultural
dialogue and understanding. Speaking after the Assembly took
action on the draft, the representative of Iran marked its adoption by
quoting lines of the Persian poet Jalaluddin Rumi, which expressed
the holiday’s theme of rebirth “on our planet and in our souls”.

We, the Trustees and Staff of the Bombay Parsi Punchayet — the
apex body of the Parsis in the world — wish to express our sincerest
gratitude to Parzor Foundation for having initiated this project and
for its unflinching efforts in bringing it to fruition.

With warmest regards.

Sincerely yours

AL~

Dinshaw Rusi Mehta
Chairman

Sjd:gnd.14(new)/36




& Fep

Phone : 2535 0439 / 2535 0449 E-mail : ahdpp2010@gmail.com
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Parsi Agiary, Bukhara Mohalla, Khamasa Gate, Ahmedabad-380 001.
Our Ref : 288/2014

Date . 29-08-2014

Dear Shernaz,

It was indeed a pleasure receiving your mail dt. 73-08-2014 informing us
about the inclusion of Jamshedi Navroze in the festival list of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. It is also heartening to hear of the interest
voiced by countries like Afghanisatn, Kazakhistan and Tajisktan in having

their nations added to this nomination.

We at the Ahmedabad Parsi Panchayat will be truly happy to see this fructify
and a greater awareness created world wide on an issue of this nature. It
would also, in its own little way pave the way in creating a bond beyond
boundaries and human beings coming closer as creations of one Supreme

being.

We wish you and the Parzor foundation all the success in all your ventures

in times to come.

Thanking You,

Yours truly,
For, AHMEDABAD PARSI PANC77AY‘AT

ir P Anklesaria, VSM




ZOROASTRIAN WOMEN'S ASSEMBLY OF SURAT
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Dr. Shernaz Cama
Director.

Parzor Foundation,
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Mrs. Gulshan Chiniwala i 1Jear Shernavz.,
Mrs. Kashmira Palia

Mrs. Dhun Kharas : ; i 4 :
[ thank you and the members ol Parzor Foundation and
Mrs. Behroz Karanjia
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Entertainment Committee

appreciate the inclusion of” Navroze on the list ol Intanuible
Cultural - Heritage ol Humanity,  The  members o cur
\ssociation and - community members of Surat join toecther
and  celebrate this festival with ot ol toectherness  and

ent!

Mrs. Benaiffer Engineer . ) " . ‘
o ) wsiasm. Y our elforts have helped o inercase the pride o
Mrs. Firozi Karanjia jov of this festival,

Miss. Mahazarin Chichgar
Mrs. Dilshad Bhathena
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Miss. Farzine Katpitia ; ! e

Miss. Carol Vaid

competition whose photographs I herewith atach
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Tamer Committee
Miss. Afrin Patrawala
Mrs. Daizy Patel
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Mrs. Diana Palia

Mrs. Zenobia Dotiwala

Mrs. Benaifer Variava

['hanking vou once again.

Yours in commynity service.

NMaharukh 7. ( 'lli\,,‘h;‘,;::'
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PARZOR FOUNDATION
FOR PRESERVATION OF VULNERABLE HUMAN HERITAGE

To, 4™ September 2014
The ICH-Department
UNESCO, Paris

Subject — Consent Letter from Parzor Foundation

Dear Sir/Madam,

It gives me great pleasure to note that three other countries have wished to join us
in the Multinational Candidature File created for Navroze. We welcome all
communities who wish to celebrate the renewal of life in this Spring Festival.

Kindly note that we have gathered material with the help of the community all
across India where Parsis reside. They have also sent Consent Letters which are
attached to this document.

It is only with the participation of all regional parties that we have been able to
spread information to the national media and create awareness of this festival in
this large country.

You may note that the accompanying photographs have been gathered from
North, South and West India.

It was our fortune to assist the Government of India in conducting the grass root
work for finishing this multinational candidature file. We hope that our work will
be appreciated, liked and publicized by all in order to preserve the element in its
unique and original form.

Warm Regards,
MN@ K- Comna
Dr. Shernaz Cama
Director

UNESCO Parzor Project

shernazcama@hotmail.com

PARZOR FOUNDATION

Soct i ieti istration Act XXI of 1860
A Socicty Registered under The Some}nes Registration '
F-17 Hauz Khas Enclave, New Delhi - 110016. India: Tel: 91-11-2651 3560 Fax: 91-11-41626248
email : parzorfoundation@gmail.com / shernazcama@hotmail.com
website: www.unescoparzor.com




Dahanu Road Zoroastrian Agiary Trust Fund

Public Trust Regn. No.: C - 3 THANE.

Cawas Hall, Opp. State Bank of India, Dahanu Road, Dist. Thane, Maharashtra. 401 602.

Ref No.

Dr. Shernaz Cama
Director, Parzor Foundation

New Delhi 110016.

Dear Shernazji,

Navroze as a day of celebration has been an intrinsic part of the religious and
cultural heritage of the Zoroastrian community in Dahanu. From firing gun-shots
in the sky to visiting each others homes- we bring in the New-Year with great
pomp and ‘joy. Considering that this festival is celebrated across the northern
Middle East, it deserves to find a place in the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage
e of Humanity. The fact that three new countries whose heritage can be traced
back to that of ancient Iran are now joining the candidature, further reinforces
this cause. We totally back this move and appreciate the inclusion of Navroze in

the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Thanking You,

Yours Sincerely, dor DAHAN:

o
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Phones : 2323 1228

‘ . 2323 8615
THE DELHI PARSI ANJUMAN
(A Society registered under the Societies Registration Act 1960)
' MENGUSI PARSI DHARAMSALA
Dr. Shernaz Cama, Bahadurshah Zafar Marg,
Delhi Gate, New Delhi-110 002

Director, Parzor Foundati.on, . 4! ’f Qﬁ" e
New Delhi 110016. ;

Dear Cama,

The Delhi Parsi Anjuman and its members appreciate the
inclusion of Navroze on the list of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. This inclusion has increased the
awareness of the festival , particularly in the wider Indian
press and media. Hence it has helped increase the pride and
joy in this festival. The three new countries now joining the
Cand‘idature, also belonged to the ancient Iranian Empire
and it is beneficial if they take pride in their cultural
heritage.

Sincerely.
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The Delhi Parsi Anjuman
(A Sodiety registerad undér the Socisties Ragistration Act 1960)
Mongusl Pucki Dharamatiale; SRheayisha® Zafar Mazg, New Dalhi 710 009

Plosse reply 100 A-214, Delonce Coveny, New Delti 110638
TeRMYIANZE. FReEdiaiios Emal Aadimrdrygdvan) nad

August 28, 2014 e

The Intangible Cultumeeleﬁlﬁmmty Sector
UNESCO g

. PARIS

Degr Sirs,

I am happy to state that ihemmumly of Parsi Zoroastrians in India,

appreciate the inclusion of Navroze on the list of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

This inclusion has increased awareness of the festival, particularly in
the wider Indian Press/Media and hence helped increase the pride and
joy of this festival,

- Farl 101

The three new  countri L akhistan and

et

With kind regards, —

Yours sincerely,

b §.

Dadi E Mistry




