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Chitrav Visweswowav

(Padmashwri & SNA awardee) 10 SriLabdic Colony, Alwarpet
Managing Trustee Chennai - 600 018, Indiav
Chidambaroun Academy of Performing Arty Ph: 914424992566

Mobile: 919444002566

E-mall: vichitras0@gmail.con

10 February 2024
LETTER OF CONSENT

It is a matter of great pride to every Indian that our festival of Deepavali
is being considered for possible inclusion and inscription in the
representative list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,
UNESCO.

Deepavali, as it is predominantly known in Southern India, or Diwali as
it is known elsewhere, is one of the most loved festivals, looked forward
to, in every nook and corner of our country, Bharat.

Deepavali has different narratives associated with its genesis in various
parts of our country. But in toto, they all revolve around the triumph of
good over evil.

Bharat is a multi cultural, multi lingual country of multi faiths. But
Deepavali brings down all man made barriers of caste, creed, faith &
community and forges bonds of friendship and harmony. The spirit of
sharing and love overflowing, make equals of all people, thus making
Deepavali one of the most inclusive festivals that one can behold. The
awakening of positivity & the negation of ignorance, symbolised by the
universal lighting of lamps, also give this festival a meaningful
connotation.

Deepavali dwells within the very psyche of the Indian people who have
celebrated it from time immemorial & continue to celebrate it, globally
today, with puja & ritual, dance & song - classical & folk, drama &
poetry and the multi varied art forms & crafts of this vast, ancient
civilization. Reflecting the ethos of Bharat, Deepavali's celebrative,
holistic & inclusive natute make it an unparalleled experience in the lives
of the Indian people & their heritage.
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Ananda Shankar Jayant, IRTs
(Padmashri and SNA Awardee)

7th February 2024
LETTER OF CONSENT

It is wonderful to note that our National festival ‘Deepavali’ is being considered for possible
inclusion and inscription on the representative list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, UNESCO in 2024

India is a civilizational land that celebrates every aspect of life in its entirety.Every festival
and celebration that happens across the geography of India, represents its unique connect
to the respect that the people of this land endow to the tenets of life. India’s multi-hued
festivals pay obeisance to the forces of nature, and its changing cycles, eulogise the many
narratives of the land, of the victory of good over evil, and celebrate the richness of
everyday life, family and community.

One of the major Hindu festivals celebrated across the country Deepavali, is equally
precious to Jains, Budhists and Sikhs. Celebrated over 5 days in the lunar months of
Karthika, the essence of Deepavali is the celebration of light over darkness, of propitiating
good in its march over evil and a retelling of these eternal stories.

In South India, Deepavali is celebrated as Narakachaturdashi — when the evil Naraka is
guelled by Sri Krishna and Satyabhama, while in North India, it heralds the triumph of Sri
Rama over the evil Ravana. In trading communities, Deepavali is considered as the
beginning of a new year, with prayers offered to Goddess Lakshmi, and new accounting
books opened for the year.

Prayers, Pujas and offerings are made across the country, following which families and
communities gather together to celebrate life giving light- in myriad ways — wearing of new
clothes, sumptuous food and gifts that are shared, and heralding auspiciousness by lighting
earthen lamps at one’s doorsteps and homes, as well as crackers burst in a robust festivity
that welcomes abundance.

Deepavali is one of India’s many festivals, that resonate across the globe, with every
community joining in — for it symbolizes mankind’s gratitude to the universe and seeks Her
blessings.

It is indeed wonderful that Deepavali is being considered for possible inscription into the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity — for that is what Deepavali is — a celebration of
humanity seeking the blessings of the Divine

Warm Regards
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(Ananda Shankar Jayant)

Shankarananda Kalakshetra
C-52, Road No.10, Film Nagar, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad - 500096, India
Phone: +91- 40 23542378/ 9848016039
E-mail: ananda.jayant@gmail.com
URL: www.anandashankarjayant.com




Dr. PADMA SUBRAHMANYAM

(Awarded Padmasri, Padma Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan & Akademi Ratna by the President of India)
President, Nrithyodaya
Managing Trustee, Bharata llango Foundation for Asian Culture (BIFAC)
Trustee, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts IGNCA), New Delhi

Old No: 6, Fourth Main Road, Gandhinagar, Chennai-600020; Tel: +91-9841010618 Email: padmadance(@gmail.com

February 8, 2024

A Note on Deepavali for UNESCO Recognition

Deepavali is a festival of lights celebrated all over India and many parts of the world.
According to Hindu mythology, the mother of a powerful evil demon wanted the world to
celebrate the death of her wicked son. It was a boon she got from Lord Krishna. Symbolically
it is a transformation from darkness or ignorance to light or enlightenment. It is the day of
lighting many lamps, wearing new clothes, lighting crackers, eating and distributing sweets,
harmonising relationships between friends and families, cross boundaries of generations
through love and celebrate with a positive vibration for human values. Deepavali is celebrated

by all religious groups in India and abroad.

Some decades ago, it was a great experience to be in Fiji during Deepavali when I was having
some dance concerts there. It was termed as “Festival of Lights”; the local Government had
announced prizes for the most artistic design in lighting. After my concert, we were taken

around the whole city to enjoy the illumination.

Since Deepavali is a festival bringing people together strengthening human values, it needs to
be recognised by UNESCO for its unparalleled cultural value in fostering peace, tranquility
and auspiciousness. After all, the goal of humanity is to find happiness and peace in a sense
of “togetherness”. The need of the hour is for UNESCO recognising Deepavali as a symbol

of intangible cultural heritage of our world.
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(Dr. PADMA SUBRAHMANYAM)



Letter of consent for the nomination of Deepavali of India for possible inscription on the
Representation List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity , UNESCO in 2023

Letter of consent

We are very happy and proud that Deepavali of India is being proposed for inscription as an intangible
Cultural Heritage in UNESCO. We, artisans of Kumartuly make and sell many idols of Ma Kali, Ma Laksmi
and pradeeps are made and sold by the artisans of Kumartuly.

Idols are supplied around India and the world and the community of Kumartuly is economically
benefitted by this.

Name: Kumartuly, Babu Paul
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Letter No. /p2 Date 24.02.2024

To,

Ref:

The Deputy Secretary
( ICH/Drama)
Sangeet Natak Akademi,New Delhi,India.

Subject: Consent Letter of ‘Deepavali’ inclusion in the UNESCO's
Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25

Letter No Dy. No.:28-6/ICH/UNESC0/2023-2024/1399/Email/92
Nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the UNESCQO’s Representative List of ICH of
Humanity for 2024-25 - Request for Consent Letters for Dossier of Deepavali

Respected Sir,

With Due respect ,we Sachetan Hema a leading theatre organisatin commited to
development of Drama ,Dance and cultural heritage of India glad to know about the
inclusion of ‘Deepavali_ in UNESCO’s Representative list of ICH community. We consent
the to include the festival Deepavali in the prescribed aforesaid list and we are given
some points of opinions for the above consent from us.

%

Deepavali is a festival of Light. Light always eliminate darkness. Here it does not
means the whether dark or lighted but it means to —ignorance to knowledge. This
implies victory over defeat, light over darkness, awareness over ignorance, an
occasion to celebrate life.

Deepavali is widely celebrated through the country in a grand manner. It is a
festival of irrespective of caste, community and race. It can be observed in variety
ways as one think of its own styles.

Every persons of community and family of India give respect the festival and
participated aon it.

This festival is related with the holy Ramayana story. While Ramachandra,Sita
Mata and Laxman return to their Empire Ayodhya ,people light lamp to greet them
with respect. So it a festival of victory over defeat, and the time to celebrate
happiness and Joy..Bharata, who ruled the kingdom for 14 years at the request of Ram and
awaited his return, was overjoyed. To mark the occasion, people lighted lamps and decorated
entire Ayodhya with rows of ‘diyas’ (earthen clay pots) on the dark night of 'Amavasya’



Sweets were distributed in every household and a grand feast was held in the honour of Ram.
This is the day, we still celebrate as Diwali. The day is celebrated to spread across the message
of the ultimate victory of good over evil and light over darkness. Celebrate the festival of Diwali in
its true essence. Burst crackers and light candles, not to only have fun but also to introspect your
inner selves.

5 It is a festival of Positive thought and Power. Positiveness will built our nation stronger
to strongest.

So we will be very proud and self satisfactory if the festival be added in the list of
UNESCOQO'’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25 that will help to built a new
era of development among us with enhancing unity and integrity among us.

Thank You .

Sincerely Yours

Reinprs Cobo

s E:ecretary
Sachetan Hema
Pholbandh Barparh.Odishs
( Rajkumar Sahu)
Secretary

Sachetan Hema

Mob - 3?999939_2?



Mob- Q4RTT 30795

RAVAN CHHAYA NATYA SANSADA

AT/P.O.: ODASH, VIA: KHAMAR, DIST.-ANGUL, ODISHA, PIN - 759118 (INDIA)
REGD. NO.- 436/126 OF 1982-83 DHENKANAL
Email id : ravanchhayaodash@yahoo.in
Website : www.ravanchhayaodash.com

[ AN INSTITUTE OF SHADOW PUPPETS |

To

The Secretary,

Sangeet Natak Akademi,

Rabindra Bhawan,

Feroze Shah Road, New Delhi-110001

Sub: Regarding Nomination of Deepavali for inclusion representative list of ICH of Humanity
for 2024-25-Consent letter for Dossier of Deepavali

Ref : Dy. No 28-6/ICH/UNESCO/2023-2024/1399/Email/92 date 22/02/2024

Respected Sir,

We are really grateful to Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi for having given
chance to our institution for giving consent Deepavali to be included as an intangible Cultural
heritage .

Deepavali is celebrated all over India as a festival of lights which marks the
victory of light over evil/darkness. It is one of the biggest festivals celebrated in India by all
people irrespective of caste , creed and religion. People believe that Lord Rama returned to
Ayodhya on this day so people light candles and decorate their homes with Rangoli to
welcome Lord Rama . As all most all people of our country partake on occasion of Deepavali,
its need to be included as an intangible Cultural heritage and a living tradition of the country.

| ,on behalf of Ravan Chhaya Natya Sansada give my strong consent for
Deepavali to be included in the UNESCO’s representative list ICH of Humanity.

With warm regards.

Yours Faithfully

KP\aadwwm Kalup

(KHAGESWAR SAHQO )
= Prasicnet ~~
3aven Chh iy Natya Sansada
0Odsh, Khomar, Anaul
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Nomination of ‘Deepavah’ for inclusion in the UNESCO’s
Representative List of ICH of Humanity

Letter of Consent

| am writing to bring your attention to the cultural significance and rich traditions associated with
Deepawali, also known as Diwali, and to advocate for its inclusion in the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Deepawali is a festival celebrated by millions of
people worldwide, transcen&i%%‘ geographical and cultural boundaries. This festival holds profound
cultural, religious, and social significance, fostering a sense of unity and inclusivity among diverse
communities. The celebration of Deepawali involves a myriad of customs, rituals, and artistic
expressions that have been passed down through generations. From the vibrant lighting of diyas and
colorful decorations to the exchange of sweets and gifts, each aspect of the festival contributes to a
shared cultural heritage. Furthermore, Deepawali serves as 2 symbol of the triumph of light over
darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over ignorance. The festival promotes values such as
compassion, generosity, and gratitude, fostering a spirit of goodwill and understanding among
individuals of different backgrounds. By recognizing Deepawali as an Intangible Cultural Heritage,
UNESCO would not only acknowledge the cultural diversity it represents but ;—ﬁﬁ@ th’lbute to the
promotion of tolerance, respect, and interculturat dialogue on a global scale.

We hopefule to consideé the inclusion of Deepawali in the upcoming session for the Representative
List of the Intangible Cuftural Heritage 'ﬁj’-f Humanity for the year 2024-25. Such recognition will
undoubtedly contribute to the pféﬁ&ﬂ&ﬁﬁf;ﬂﬁd psgwg;igg“éf this culturally significant festival for
generations to come. e '

Sincerely,

‘ e
S -e:':b?

Secretafyis ﬁ@ﬁ"q rat
Adrushya Natya Ashrﬁg,ﬁa;&
Sambalpur,Odisha

MATRU VIHAR, BUDHARAJA, SAMBALPUR - 768004, ODISHA

Phone : 9937321811, 7008780211, 9437200981
E-mail : atish-satpathy@rediffmail.com, adrushya.india@gmail.com
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ALAKA ARTS ACADEMY

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)
At/ Po. : Machhagaon, Dist : Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin : 754119
Affiliated to
Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneswar
And
Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi, Bhubaneswar

£ A
A SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ODISSI DANCE AND FINE ART

Ref. No. 5/ 24. Date :26:92:202L4. ...
To
The Secretary,
Sangeet Natak Akademy,
35,Feroze Shah Road,
Rabindra Bhavan,

New Delhi-110001.

Ref. Dy. No. 28-6/ICH/USESC0/2023-2024/1399/Emaii/92.
22-02- 202y

Sub: Nomination of “Deepavali” for inclusion in the UNESCO's Representative List
of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25- Request for Consent Letter for Dossier of
Deepavaii.

Respected sir,

With refer to your Letter on the above cited subject that our institution is
submitting our consent for the said purpose.

So, | request you kindly nominate our institution in the UNESCO’s
representative list and obliged.

Thanking you.
Yours faithfully,

'NS{L\@B;: ooy Vehons:

President,d -
rts Acade
Enciosures: Alaka A

The photographs of Cultural events in our area on the occasion of “Deepavali” in the
previous year performed by the student of Alaka Arts Akademy.

Contact Mob. No. : 9437625280 / 9938530858
E-mail ID : akmohanty.alaka@gmail.com



ALAKA ARTS ACADEMY

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)

At/ Po. : Machhagaon, Dist : Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin : 754119
Affiliated to
Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneswar
And
Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi, Bhubaneswar

A SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ODISSI DANCE AND FINE ART

Ref. No. :.............. T

“DEEPAVALI”

“Deepavali” is the most important mass festival of our Country. In spite of
caste, creed and religion everybody and each individual celebrate this festival. “Lord
Ram?” killed the demon king Ravan of Lanka and rescued “Mata Sita” and returned
to Ayodhya on this day. It was a victory of justice over injustice. He is the epitome of
Indian concept of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam?”. On this occasion the people of
Ayodhya lightened the Candles and celebrated as it our National Culture and
Heritage. Then Lord Ram ascended the throne of Ayodhya which is known as
“Ram Rajya”. All the Indians are proud and glorious of the ethic principle of
Universal peace and prosperity. The grand Indian festival “Deepavali” falls in the
month of November (Kartik Amabasaya) darkness fortnight and all the Indians
celebrate it by illuminating candles all over the Temples and their houses. The
festival is celebrated on the theme of victory of spiritualism over the darkness of
ignorance in other word it is the victory of virtue over vice. This festival also called
as ‘Festival of Light’.

On this particular days all Indians irrespective of caste , creed and religion
celebrate the festival by wearing new dresses and offer gifts to one another and seek
blessing of the superiors and spectacular grant cultural programmes are arranged

all around the country.

AU o Wr sy MDh o

sgident,
Alaka Arts Academy

Contact Mob. No. : 9437625280 / 9938530858
E-mail ID : akmohanty.alaka@gmail.com



ALAKA ARTS ACADEMY

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)

At/ Po. : Machhagaon, Dist : Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin : 754119
Affiliated to
Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneswar
And
Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi, Bhubaneswar

A SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ODISSI DANCE AND FINE ART

Ref. No. ............... Date :
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Presidemt,
Alaka Arts Academy

Contact Mob. No. : 9437625280 / 9938530858
E-mail ID : akmohanty.alaka@gmail.com










