30 3 Frvgena $
?*‘/ - “) _ I’ ] &) =3 /\
)
'‘Alshwarya Manor”,
2nd Floor, 63/34, MGR Road,
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Chitrav Visweswowav

(Padmashwri & SNA awardee) 10 SriLabdic Colony, Alwarpet
Managing Trustee Chennai - 600 018, Indiav
Chidambaroun Academy of Performing Arty Ph: 914424992566

Mobile: 919444002566

E-mall: vichitras0@gmail.con

10 February 2024
LETTER OF CONSENT

It is a matter of great pride to every Indian that our festival of Deepavali
is being considered for possible inclusion and inscription in the
representative list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity,
UNESCO.

Deepavali, as it is predominantly known in Southern India, or Diwali as
it is known elsewhere, is one of the most loved festivals, looked forward
to, in every nook and corner of our country, Bharat.

Deepavali has different narratives associated with its genesis in various
parts of our country. But in toto, they all revolve around the triumph of
good over evil.

Bharat is a multi cultural, multi lingual country of multi faiths. But
Deepavali brings down all man made barriers of caste, creed, faith &
community and forges bonds of friendship and harmony. The spirit of
sharing and love overflowing, make equals of all people, thus making
Deepavali one of the most inclusive festivals that one can behold. The
awakening of positivity & the negation of ignorance, symbolised by the
universal lighting of lamps, also give this festival a meaningful
connotation.

Deepavali dwells within the very psyche of the Indian people who have
celebrated it from time immemorial & continue to celebrate it, globally
today, with puja & ritual, dance & song - classical & folk, drama &
poetry and the multi varied art forms & crafts of this vast, ancient
civilization. Reflecting the ethos of Bharat, Deepavali's celebrative,
holistic & inclusive natute make it an unparalleled experience in the lives
of the Indian people & their heritage.
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Chitra Visweswaran .
Chennai



Ananda Shankar Jayant, IRTs
(Padmashri and SNA Awardee)

7th February 2024
LETTER OF CONSENT

It is wonderful to note that our National festival ‘Deepavali’ is being considered for possible
inclusion and inscription on the representative list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, UNESCO in 2024

India is a civilizational land that celebrates every aspect of life in its entirety.Every festival
and celebration that happens across the geography of India, represents its unique connect
to the respect that the people of this land endow to the tenets of life. India’s multi-hued
festivals pay obeisance to the forces of nature, and its changing cycles, eulogise the many
narratives of the land, of the victory of good over evil, and celebrate the richness of
everyday life, family and community.

One of the major Hindu festivals celebrated across the country Deepavali, is equally
precious to Jains, Budhists and Sikhs. Celebrated over 5 days in the lunar months of
Karthika, the essence of Deepavali is the celebration of light over darkness, of propitiating
good in its march over evil and a retelling of these eternal stories.

In South India, Deepavali is celebrated as Narakachaturdashi — when the evil Naraka is
guelled by Sri Krishna and Satyabhama, while in North India, it heralds the triumph of Sri
Rama over the evil Ravana. In trading communities, Deepavali is considered as the
beginning of a new year, with prayers offered to Goddess Lakshmi, and new accounting
books opened for the year.

Prayers, Pujas and offerings are made across the country, following which families and
communities gather together to celebrate life giving light- in myriad ways — wearing of new
clothes, sumptuous food and gifts that are shared, and heralding auspiciousness by lighting
earthen lamps at one’s doorsteps and homes, as well as crackers burst in a robust festivity
that welcomes abundance.

Deepavali is one of India’s many festivals, that resonate across the globe, with every
community joining in — for it symbolizes mankind’s gratitude to the universe and seeks Her
blessings.

It is indeed wonderful that Deepavali is being considered for possible inscription into the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity — for that is what Deepavali is — a celebration of
humanity seeking the blessings of the Divine

Warm Regards

" ( \
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(Ananda Shankar Jayant)

Shankarananda Kalakshetra
C-52, Road No.10, Film Nagar, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad - 500096, India
Phone: +91- 40 23542378/ 9848016039
E-mail: ananda.jayant@gmail.com
URL: www.anandashankarjayant.com




Dr. PADMA SUBRAHMANYAM

(Awarded Padmasri, Padma Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan & Akademi Ratna by the President of India)
President, Nrithyodaya
Managing Trustee, Bharata llango Foundation for Asian Culture (BIFAC)
Trustee, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts IGNCA), New Delhi

Old No: 6, Fourth Main Road, Gandhinagar, Chennai-600020; Tel: +91-9841010618 Email: padmadance(@gmail.com

February 8, 2024

A Note on Deepavali for UNESCO Recognition

Deepavali is a festival of lights celebrated all over India and many parts of the world.
According to Hindu mythology, the mother of a powerful evil demon wanted the world to
celebrate the death of her wicked son. It was a boon she got from Lord Krishna. Symbolically
it is a transformation from darkness or ignorance to light or enlightenment. It is the day of
lighting many lamps, wearing new clothes, lighting crackers, eating and distributing sweets,
harmonising relationships between friends and families, cross boundaries of generations
through love and celebrate with a positive vibration for human values. Deepavali is celebrated

by all religious groups in India and abroad.

Some decades ago, it was a great experience to be in Fiji during Deepavali when I was having
some dance concerts there. It was termed as “Festival of Lights”; the local Government had
announced prizes for the most artistic design in lighting. After my concert, we were taken

around the whole city to enjoy the illumination.

Since Deepavali is a festival bringing people together strengthening human values, it needs to
be recognised by UNESCO for its unparalleled cultural value in fostering peace, tranquility
and auspiciousness. After all, the goal of humanity is to find happiness and peace in a sense
of “togetherness”. The need of the hour is for UNESCO recognising Deepavali as a symbol

of intangible cultural heritage of our world.

Gt 5t

(Dr. PADMA SUBRAHMANYAM)



Letter of consent for the nomination of Deepavali of India for possible inscription on the
Representation List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity , UNESCO in 2023

Letter of consent

We are very happy and proud that Deepavali of India is being proposed for inscription as an intangible
Cultural Heritage in UNESCO. We, artisans of Kumartuly make and sell many idols of Ma Kali, Ma Laksmi
and pradeeps are made and sold by the artisans of Kumartuly.

Idols are supplied around India and the world and the community of Kumartuly is economically
benefitted by this.

Name: Kumartuly, Babu Paul
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Letter No. /p2 Date 24.02.2024

To,

Ref:

The Deputy Secretary
( ICH/Drama)
Sangeet Natak Akademi,New Delhi,India.

Subject: Consent Letter of ‘Deepavali’ inclusion in the UNESCO's
Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25

Letter No Dy. No.:28-6/ICH/UNESC0/2023-2024/1399/Email/92
Nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the UNESCQO’s Representative List of ICH of
Humanity for 2024-25 - Request for Consent Letters for Dossier of Deepavali

Respected Sir,

With Due respect ,we Sachetan Hema a leading theatre organisatin commited to
development of Drama ,Dance and cultural heritage of India glad to know about the
inclusion of ‘Deepavali_ in UNESCO’s Representative list of ICH community. We consent
the to include the festival Deepavali in the prescribed aforesaid list and we are given
some points of opinions for the above consent from us.

%

Deepavali is a festival of Light. Light always eliminate darkness. Here it does not
means the whether dark or lighted but it means to —ignorance to knowledge. This
implies victory over defeat, light over darkness, awareness over ignorance, an
occasion to celebrate life.

Deepavali is widely celebrated through the country in a grand manner. It is a
festival of irrespective of caste, community and race. It can be observed in variety
ways as one think of its own styles.

Every persons of community and family of India give respect the festival and
participated aon it.

This festival is related with the holy Ramayana story. While Ramachandra,Sita
Mata and Laxman return to their Empire Ayodhya ,people light lamp to greet them
with respect. So it a festival of victory over defeat, and the time to celebrate
happiness and Joy..Bharata, who ruled the kingdom for 14 years at the request of Ram and
awaited his return, was overjoyed. To mark the occasion, people lighted lamps and decorated
entire Ayodhya with rows of ‘diyas’ (earthen clay pots) on the dark night of 'Amavasya’



Sweets were distributed in every household and a grand feast was held in the honour of Ram.
This is the day, we still celebrate as Diwali. The day is celebrated to spread across the message
of the ultimate victory of good over evil and light over darkness. Celebrate the festival of Diwali in
its true essence. Burst crackers and light candles, not to only have fun but also to introspect your
inner selves.

5 It is a festival of Positive thought and Power. Positiveness will built our nation stronger
to strongest.

So we will be very proud and self satisfactory if the festival be added in the list of
UNESCOQO'’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25 that will help to built a new
era of development among us with enhancing unity and integrity among us.

Thank You .

Sincerely Yours

Reinprs Cobo

s E:ecretary
Sachetan Hema
Pholbandh Barparh.Odishs
( Rajkumar Sahu)
Secretary

Sachetan Hema

Mob - 3?999939_2?
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RAVAN CHHAYA NATYA SANSADA

AT/P.O.: ODASH, VIA: KHAMAR, DIST.-ANGUL, ODISHA, PIN - 759118 (INDIA)
REGD. NO.- 436/126 OF 1982-83 DHENKANAL
Email id : ravanchhayaodash@yahoo.in
Website : www.ravanchhayaodash.com

[ AN INSTITUTE OF SHADOW PUPPETS |

To

The Secretary,

Sangeet Natak Akademi,

Rabindra Bhawan,

Feroze Shah Road, New Delhi-110001

Sub: Regarding Nomination of Deepavali for inclusion representative list of ICH of Humanity
for 2024-25-Consent letter for Dossier of Deepavali

Ref : Dy. No 28-6/ICH/UNESCO/2023-2024/1399/Email/92 date 22/02/2024

Respected Sir,

We are really grateful to Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi for having given
chance to our institution for giving consent Deepavali to be included as an intangible Cultural
heritage .

Deepavali is celebrated all over India as a festival of lights which marks the
victory of light over evil/darkness. It is one of the biggest festivals celebrated in India by all
people irrespective of caste , creed and religion. People believe that Lord Rama returned to
Ayodhya on this day so people light candles and decorate their homes with Rangoli to
welcome Lord Rama . As all most all people of our country partake on occasion of Deepavali,
its need to be included as an intangible Cultural heritage and a living tradition of the country.

| ,on behalf of Ravan Chhaya Natya Sansada give my strong consent for
Deepavali to be included in the UNESCO’s representative list ICH of Humanity.

With warm regards.

Yours Faithfully

KP\aadwwm Kalup

(KHAGESWAR SAHQO )
= Prasicnet ~~
3aven Chh iy Natya Sansada
0Odsh, Khomar, Anaul
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Nomination of ‘Deepavah’ for inclusion in the UNESCO’s
Representative List of ICH of Humanity

Letter of Consent

| am writing to bring your attention to the cultural significance and rich traditions associated with
Deepawali, also known as Diwali, and to advocate for its inclusion in the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Deepawali is a festival celebrated by millions of
people worldwide, transcen&i%%‘ geographical and cultural boundaries. This festival holds profound
cultural, religious, and social significance, fostering a sense of unity and inclusivity among diverse
communities. The celebration of Deepawali involves a myriad of customs, rituals, and artistic
expressions that have been passed down through generations. From the vibrant lighting of diyas and
colorful decorations to the exchange of sweets and gifts, each aspect of the festival contributes to a
shared cultural heritage. Furthermore, Deepawali serves as 2 symbol of the triumph of light over
darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over ignorance. The festival promotes values such as
compassion, generosity, and gratitude, fostering a spirit of goodwill and understanding among
individuals of different backgrounds. By recognizing Deepawali as an Intangible Cultural Heritage,
UNESCO would not only acknowledge the cultural diversity it represents but ;—ﬁﬁ@ th’lbute to the
promotion of tolerance, respect, and interculturat dialogue on a global scale.

We hopefule to consideé the inclusion of Deepawali in the upcoming session for the Representative
List of the Intangible Cuftural Heritage 'ﬁj’-f Humanity for the year 2024-25. Such recognition will
undoubtedly contribute to the pféﬁ&ﬂ&ﬁﬁf;ﬂﬁd psgwg;igg“éf this culturally significant festival for
generations to come. e '

Sincerely,

‘ e
S -e:':b?

Secretafyis ﬁ@ﬁ"q rat
Adrushya Natya Ashrﬁg,ﬁa;&
Sambalpur,Odisha

MATRU VIHAR, BUDHARAJA, SAMBALPUR - 768004, ODISHA

Phone : 9937321811, 7008780211, 9437200981
E-mail : atish-satpathy@rediffmail.com, adrushya.india@gmail.com
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ALAKA ARTS ACADEMY

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)
At/ Po. : Machhagaon, Dist : Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin : 754119
Affiliated to
Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneswar
And
Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi, Bhubaneswar

£ A
A SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ODISSI DANCE AND FINE ART

Ref. No. 5/ 24. Date :26:92:202L4. ...
To
The Secretary,
Sangeet Natak Akademy,
35,Feroze Shah Road,
Rabindra Bhavan,

New Delhi-110001.

Ref. Dy. No. 28-6/ICH/USESC0/2023-2024/1399/Emaii/92.
22-02- 202y

Sub: Nomination of “Deepavali” for inclusion in the UNESCO's Representative List
of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25- Request for Consent Letter for Dossier of
Deepavaii.

Respected sir,

With refer to your Letter on the above cited subject that our institution is
submitting our consent for the said purpose.

So, | request you kindly nominate our institution in the UNESCO’s
representative list and obliged.

Thanking you.
Yours faithfully,

'NS{L\@B;: ooy Vehons:

President,d -
rts Acade
Enciosures: Alaka A

The photographs of Cultural events in our area on the occasion of “Deepavali” in the
previous year performed by the student of Alaka Arts Akademy.

Contact Mob. No. : 9437625280 / 9938530858
E-mail ID : akmohanty.alaka@gmail.com



ALAKA ARTS ACADEMY

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)

At/ Po. : Machhagaon, Dist : Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin : 754119
Affiliated to
Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneswar
And
Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi, Bhubaneswar

A SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ODISSI DANCE AND FINE ART

Ref. No. :.............. T

“DEEPAVALI”

“Deepavali” is the most important mass festival of our Country. In spite of
caste, creed and religion everybody and each individual celebrate this festival. “Lord
Ram?” killed the demon king Ravan of Lanka and rescued “Mata Sita” and returned
to Ayodhya on this day. It was a victory of justice over injustice. He is the epitome of
Indian concept of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam?”. On this occasion the people of
Ayodhya lightened the Candles and celebrated as it our National Culture and
Heritage. Then Lord Ram ascended the throne of Ayodhya which is known as
“Ram Rajya”. All the Indians are proud and glorious of the ethic principle of
Universal peace and prosperity. The grand Indian festival “Deepavali” falls in the
month of November (Kartik Amabasaya) darkness fortnight and all the Indians
celebrate it by illuminating candles all over the Temples and their houses. The
festival is celebrated on the theme of victory of spiritualism over the darkness of
ignorance in other word it is the victory of virtue over vice. This festival also called
as ‘Festival of Light’.

On this particular days all Indians irrespective of caste , creed and religion
celebrate the festival by wearing new dresses and offer gifts to one another and seek
blessing of the superiors and spectacular grant cultural programmes are arranged

all around the country.

AU o Wr sy MDh o

sgident,
Alaka Arts Academy

Contact Mob. No. : 9437625280 / 9938530858
E-mail ID : akmohanty.alaka@gmail.com



ALAKA ARTS ACADEMY

(Registered under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860)

At/ Po. : Machhagaon, Dist : Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, Pin : 754119
Affiliated to
Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneswar
And
Odisha Lalit Kala Akademi, Bhubaneswar

A SCHOOL OF MUSIC, ODISSI DANCE AND FINE ART

Ref. No. ............... Date :
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Presidemt,
Alaka Arts Academy

Contact Mob. No. : 9437625280 / 9938530858
E-mail ID : akmohanty.alaka@gmail.com
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Chairman

sangeet Natak Akadami, New Delhi

Dear, Sir/Madam

Dipawali is our cultural and spiritual heritage The meaning of this festival
forget the difference between smali and big ,rich and poor,mutual
reconciliation,Providing happiness to lite,cleanliness,happiness and
prosperity,wishing well for each other.etc. Just as on the day of Diwali. The
entire house is illuminated with lamps . Diwali which is a massage to move
from darkness to light is a perfect example of the victory of religion over

unrighteousness.

It is a matter of great joy to include dipawali as an intangible cultural
heritage, which will bring the festival of lights fromdarkness to light all over
the world, my request and consent to include dipawali as intangible cultural

heritage is being made on my behalf.

Thanku / (
ch=ed v

Kailash Kumar

Pithouragarh, Uttarakhand
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To,
Chairman,

Sangeet Natak Akadami, New Delhi

Sub - Consent letter for inclusionof Diwali in the list of intangible cultural

heritage
Respected,

Sir/Madam

Dipawali is a religious festival celebrated in india which holds charm as well

as positive energy. Dipawali is not only a festival reflecting
faith,belief,culture,mutual brotherhood ,unity and positivity but also stands

as a heritage. Diwali is celebrated to celebrate the return of lord Ram to
Ayodhya, just as lord Ram examplitred the victory of good over evil, which
become an inspiration for human society and Ram become revered by all
similarly for mankind. Diwali is not only a festival but also brings positive
changes.

Dear sir/madam, Dipawali is a new and important initiative to be included in
the list of intangible cultural heritage. It is a matter of great joy for all the
countryman in india positivity is important for the whole world and it is

necessary for Dipawali to get a place in that list .

Thanku
Preeti Rawat
Ganai Gangoli,Pithouragarh,

Uttarakhand






Diwali is an impotant festival of india ,it is said that in
dwaper yug when lord rama returned to his home after 14
years of exile the people of ayodhya welcomed him by
lighting lamps from house to house since than celebrating
diwali has cultural significance . it is an example of the great
culture of india . it indicates the transition from darkness to
light. At this time everyone decorates their houses with

lights and share love among themselves.

A=

Dheeraj kumar
pithoragarh



To,

Chairman

Sangeet Natak Akadami, New Delhi

Sub — Consent letter for including diwali festivel in the list of intangible

cultural heritage.
Sir,

Diwali is a Hindu festival which is being celebrated since the return of
prabhu shri Ram to Ayodhya. People are celebrating it with joy happiness
and joy to celebrate diwali, every person join his house and celebrate the
festivel with his family. There is an occasion when the family gets together
and celebrates the joy associated with their homes today the whole india is

celebrating this festival or people of any religion also celebrate this festival
with happiness .This festival sets an examples of brotherhood .

Pithouragarh
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To
The Secretary
Sangeet Natak Akademi, ICH Section
New Delhi

Sub- Regarding - Letter of Consent for Nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the

UNESCQ’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity

Sir,

The letter of consent to include my reasons and associated aspects that may support
Deepavali as an intangible cultural heritage and a living tradition of the country. Deepavali is
traditional rituals festivals of the country.

1. It is transmitted from generation to generation. This is achieved through oral traditions
and practical demonstrations.

2. It is often closely related to a community’s identity and helps to strengthen social
cohesion. _

3. It is an important festival for communities to maintain a connection with their cultural
history.

4. it emphasizes the need to preserve cuitural traditions and practices that are risk of being
lost.

Sincerely yours,
AY

(Choudhafi Bibhar)
28-6/ICH/UNESCO/2023-2024/1399/Email/92
Sonepur , Odisha

Mob: 9437760526

Email:- chibhar@gmail.com

PAENRI, Near Children Park, Sonepur
Subarnapur-767017, Odisha

Mob:- 9437760526, 7978543807
Email:- cbibhar@gmail.com




r SRIJAN CHHANDA \
13D, Brojendra Ganuly Lane,Kolkata 700 033
Ph. No. 033 7966 3774 , Mobile : +91 28311 21261/ 89104 40763

e mail : rajibodissi@gmail.com / Burai27.bhattacharya@gmail.com
\ web : www.rajibodissi.com J

Respected Sir,

Thank you for nominating our dance institution SRIJAN CHHANDA in ‘Deepavali’ for
inclusion in the UNESCO’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25.

I, myself, Rajib Bhattacharya, Director of Srijan Chhanda giving the full consent over
the given opportunity.

Historically, Diwali can be traced back to ancient India. It is most likely a festival of
lights which began as an important harvest festival that stretches back more than
2500 years. However, various legends are associated with the origin of Diwali. Many
of these stories are about the triumph of good over evil. The most popular tale
associated with Diwali is the return of Lord Rama to Ayodhya following his 14years
of exile and after defeating the demon king Ravana. In West Bengal, the festival is
dedicated to the worship of MAA KALI, the dark goddess of strength and is
celebrated with much fun and fervor.

Every ritual of the DEEPAVALI has a significance and a story behind them. Diwali
symbolizes the the spiritual victory of light over darkness, good over evil and
knowledge over ignorance.it unites people, it is a time when people embrace one
another with joy and laughter.

This festival DEEPAVALI holds an aura of purity.
Being a citizen of India, we are glad and prod to be a part of this celebration.

As mentioned in your nomination mail, all the particulars is attached with the
consent letter.

Thank You,

COUAR hakadharsa

RAJIBE BHATTACHARYA
Director, Srijan Chhanda

.l,;":“:.g.,‘; QS TS Wy b
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BHUMISUTO THEATRE '(
|

................

Subject: Consent Letter for Inclusion of 'Deepavali' in UNESCO's Representative List of
ICH of Humanity for 2024-25

#or Baranagar Bhumisuto Theatre

ecretary
Secretary,

Dear Sir/Madam,

1. Swapnadeep sengupta, representing Baranagar Bhumisuto Theatre, hereby provide my
consent for the nomination of 'Deepavali' for inclusion in UNESCO's Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of Humanity for the years 2024-25.

We understand the significance and cultural richness of Deepavali, which transcends regional
boundaries and encapsulates the diverse traditions and customs across India. As a practitioner

and enthusiast of cultural heritage, we are fully supportive of efforts to recognize and preserve
the essence of Deepavali on a global platform.

I acknowledge that my consent is an integral part of the nomination dossier being prepared by
the Sangeet Natak Akademi, Ministry of Culture, and Government of India. I affirm that this
consent is provided voluntarily and without any coercion.

[ express my gratitude to the Sangeet Natak Akademi for spearheading this initiative and
extend my wholehearted support towards the successful inclusion of Deepavali in UNESCO's
prestigious list of Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Thank you for considering our consent, and we remain available for any further assistance
required in this regard.

Yours sincerely,

Baranagar Bhumisuto Theatre

9. :25/C/2, Manna Para Road, Baranagar, Kolkata - 700 090
Q : 87772 74362 / 91634 95117 4 : bhumisuto@gmail.com
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People of many religions live in India. Everyone has their own
main festivals, which they celebrate with great pomp and joy. Hinduism is a
major and most widespread religion in India. Whose main festival is Diwali.
It is believed that on this day Shri Ram returned to Ayodhya with mother
Sita and brother Lakshman after completing fourteen years of exile. In
celebration of this day, lamps were lit all over Ayodhya. Since then, the
festival of Diwali on Amavasya is celebrated with great enthusiasm in the
entire country as well as in the whole world. This is the biggest festival of
Hindu religion. On the day of Amavasya, the moon does not rise and there is
darkness all around, hence on this day our houses are lit by lighting lamps
insidé and outside. So that darkness can be eliminated and conquered. It is
the festival of victory of good over evil and light over darkness. Therefore,
our organization gives its full support to Diwali as an intangible cultural

heritage'and living tradition of the country.
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Letter of consent for the nomination of Deepavali of India for possible inscription on the
Representation List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity , UNESCO in 2023

Letter of consent

Mudiali Club

The Kali Puja of Bengalis and the Deepabali of all

Kali puja is celebrated in Bengal coinciding with Diwali or Deepabali during the beginning of Hemant
season. The puja of mother Goddess as Shyama is also celebrated in some other eastern and north
eastern regions of the country. Both are venerated with festival of lights.

Originally a closed Tantric practice it became a community puja in Bengal only around the 17" century
under the patronage of Raja Krishna Chandra.

The return of Rama to Ayodhya is commemorated as Deepavali around the country. The two festivals
have become completely entwined with each other as a pathway to light and prosperity.

Ram returns after 14 years and in Bengal the day before Diwali is marked by eating 14 leafy vegetables.
The common number is 14.

The main objective is celebration of humanity with hope, light and positivity.
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Letter of consent for the nomination of Deepavali of India for possible inscription on the
Representation List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity , UNESCO in 2023

Letter of consent

We are very happy and proud that Deepavali has been designated by UNESCO , all the people of the
community are welcome in this Puja. Deepavali is conducted in a healthy and beautiful manner with the
help of the people of the society. Various cultural programs are organized on the occasion of puja,
through this, numerous talents of artists are identified. On the days of puja, prasad are distributed by
the authority for the poor people. On the occasion of the festival, the way of earning for the ceramic
artist in the area is improved.

Name: Naskar Para
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Letter of Consent for the nomination of Deepavali for possible inscription on the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, UNESCO in 2023

Letter of Consent
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Date 1 29.02.2024

Letter of Consent for the nomination of Deepavali for possible inscription on the
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, UNESCO in 2023

Letter of Consent

At the very outset, we would like to say that we are extremely overwhelmed and proud as UNESCO
has nominated Deepavali festival as an intangible cultural heritage of humanity and living tradition
of the country.

Deepavali is the celebration of the victory of a woman'’s indomitable spirit and will power to win
over the evil and darkness that prevailed over Earth.

The ferocious deity of goddess Kali was approached by many Gods when demons and darkness
prevailed over earth. As distinct form of power was needed to win over the evil. The challenge was
that the demons had to be killed however no blood couid be spilled on the ground as spilling of
blood would lead to creation of more demons. Therefore goddess kali emerged in her ferocious
avatar, killed all the demons and drank their blood.

Celebration of Deepavali commemorates celebration of the indomitable spirit and the immense
power which every women carries within their heart. In one form goddess Kali is worshipped as the
sublime Lakshmi along with Ganesha who are believed to give success and prosperity and in the
other form she is worshiped as the ferocious Goddess Kali. It is the celebration of woman power.

The celebration of Goddess Lakshmi along with Ganesha is called Diwali and celebration of Goddess
Kali is known as Deepavali,

On the auspicious occasion of Deepavali, diyas ,small oil lamps are lit and rangoli is prepared in every
household to celebrate enlightenment.

Deepavali festival serves as an opportunity for potters, idolators, mandap inscriptions, theme artists
and other artists to showcase their works of art to the world and earn livelihood.

At Southern Samity, Kali Puja and Deepavali is celebrated since 1945 with pomp and grandeour
show. Music and dance program is organized and every year the show is graced by many famous
artists.

According to Hindu mythology there are 51 satipeeths in India where goddess Kali is worshipped in
many form. [n the span of 78 years we at Southern Samity have replicated almost 90% of the
different form of deity of sati beside goddess Kali.

India is one such land where power is worshipped in the form of goddess Kali since centuries and
belief is transferred from generation to generation thus Deepavali is celebrated with great pomp and
show in India which makes it an intangible cultural heritage and living tradition of the country.

We shall be grateful if this letter of consent is acknowledged.

Thanking you,

Yﬁj’iiihfuny,



Letter of consent for the nomination of Deepavali of India for
possible inscription on the List of Intanqgibie Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, UNESCO

We are delighted and honored to share the exciting news that UNESCO
has recognized Deepavali on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity.

Tridhara Sammilani Club celebrates this significant occasion every year,
showcasing the rich traditions of Kali Puja. This religious celebration not
only supports the livelihood of Bengal's artists but aiso offers them a
substantial platform to share their art with the wider audience. We are
thrilled that Deepavali is now a distinguished part of UNESCO's cultural

heritage.
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Rabindra Nagar

.Natqaaqudﬂ

Regd. No. -S/IL/T0592

3, West Rabindra Nagar, Dum Dum Cantonment
Kolkata - 700065, West Bengal, India
Mobile : (O) 9874053622 / 9331834142

—  e-mail - natyaayudh theatre@gmail.com
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To

The Deputy Secretary

(ICH/Drama)

Sangeet Natak Akademi

35, Feroze Shah Road, Rabindra Bhavan,
New Delhi - 110001

Subject: Consent Letter for the nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the
UNESCO’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25
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Rabindra Nagar

.Natqaaqudl’:

Regd. No. -S/iL/70592

3, West Rabindra Nagar, Dum Dum Cantonment
Kolkata - 700065, West Bengal, India

Mobile : (O) 9874053622 / 9331834142

- — e-mail - natyaayudh theatre@gmail.com

Ref. NoRis| SN ATDY[ 122 aie 19] 02202 4

.............................

To

The Deputy Secretary

(ICH/Drama)

Sangeet Natak Akademi

35, Feroze Shah Road, Rabindra Bhavan,
New Delhi - 110001

Subject: Consent Letter for the nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the
UNESCO’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity for 2024-25

Respected Sir,

16 February 2024, you requested a Consent Letter from us by email (Dy. No.:28-
6/ICH/UNESCO/2023-2024/1399/Email/77). The subject of the letter was “Reg. Nomination
of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the UNESCO’s Representative List of ICH of Humanity for
2024-25 — Request for Consent Letters for Dossier of Deepavali”. We fully agree and
collectively consent to this. As an Indian Hindu, this festival is a matter of pride and honour.
‘Deepavali’ is celebrated as a symbol of getting rid of darkness, ensuring the victory of good
over evil. According to Puranas, on this day Rama defeated Ravana and returned to Ayodhya
after fourteen years of exile with his wife Sita and his brother Lakshmana. This festival is
celebrated in different ways all over India. Kali Puja in West Bengal is associated with
Shaktism mentality of Bengalis. A day before Kali Puja, Bengalis celebrate ‘Bhoot
Chaturdashi’ as a Deepavali Festival by lighting fourteen lamps in their homes to ward off evil
spirits. As an Indian Hindu Bengali community we also participate in this festival.

We applaud your efforts to get this traditional festival recognized by UNESCO. And we are
eternally grateful to you for asking our consent for this recognition.

Thank you.

Yours faithfully,
Rabindra Nagar Natyaayudi:

Regd. ngz
W Ko

\ President Secretary
Dr. Dani Karmakar

President & Theatre Director
Rabindra Nagar Natyaayudh
www.natyaayudh.com




dTEar @ 9434702590

6297709785

Khantura STLIPA RN ] ALIX 9434730280

E-mail : mbsilpanjali@gmail.com
Govt. Reg. No. SO082063 (1995-96)

Website : www.silpanjali.com
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Memo No. : GEN / 46/ 23-24 Date - 07.03.2024

To
The Secretary,

Sangeet Natak Akademi,
National Academy of Music Dance and Drama,
India Rabindra Bhavan, Feroze Shah Road, New Delhi 110001.

Subject : Nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for inclusion in the UNESCO’s
Representative List of ICH of Humanity

Letter of Consent

Deepavali is religious, cultural and social festival that is celebrat-
ed all over India to remove the darkness, impurities of the heart
and embrace the brightness of the light. Social cultural and religious
emotions of people are associated with this festival.

All religions, all races, all classes of people participate in this joyous
festival. It’s our own tradition - ‘parampara’ . A day to forget all
differences, barriers, insults and enjoy the festival of lights together
with everyone.

India is a land of equality, friendship and brotherhood in the bonds
of truth, love and purity. So we feel that social, cultural and re-
ligious festivals like Deepavali must be considered as intangible
heritage of humanity.

Modod Koy Basi7

Secretary,

Khantura Silpanjali.
Secretary
KHANTURA SILPANJALI
Kbanture, Morth £4-Pgs, 743273




380, Nagar Nigam Colony, Amer Road,
A m Jaipur, Rajasthan (302002)
'ff;l”i Ph: 9413115285 | 9887039027

‘mﬂstuuney &nnsth“ rangmastaaney@gmail com

www.rangmastaaney.org

Letter of Consent

We Rang Mastaaney Sanstha give our consent to Sangeet Natak academy Delhi for creating
Deepavali as an intangible cultural heritage and a living tradition of the country.

Because this festival is celebrated by each and every Indian and the preparation and the emotions
are attached with this festival are fabulous. Whether it is belong to one community but it is celebrated
by all community of India. This festival is not only an event it's a community building process
happening from thousand of years in India.

ABHISHEK MUDGAL
Secretary Rang Mastaaney Sanstha
Sangeet Natak Akademi Young Director Awarded,

National Scholar and Fellow Ministry of Culture Government of India
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ONSENT LETTER IN SUPPORT OF ‘DEEPAVALI

Honourable Secretary(Sangeet Naatak Akademl), Gove. Of Indial

‘Deepavall’ Is Not Just A Festival But A Philosophy Of Humanity. ‘Deepavall’ Is An Art Of 1deal Of
Living A Harmonlous Life,

‘Deepavall’ Explains The Philosophy Of Sanatanl Religlon System And Soclety Where There Is
Message Of Moving From Darkness To Light, Which Is In The Vedic Life Of Sanatani System. It I8
Mentioned In The ‘Navarasa Part” Of ‘Brihadaranyaka Upanishad’ As ‘11 Asato Ma Sadgamaya,
Tamaso Ma |yotirgamaya 11",

When ‘Lord Shri Rama’ Returns To Their Native ‘Ayodhya’ Alter Establishing The Meaningful
Message Of The Victory Of Truth Over Untruth Even If Truth Gets Troubled For Some Time,
‘Deepavali’ Is Celebrated As Auspicious Festival With Its Auspiclous Of Harmony And Huminity,
‘Deepavali’ Is Celebrated On A "Moonless Night’ When There 1s No Moon Light In The Sky And The
Whole Night Is In Darkness.

‘Dipawali’ Is A Great Festival Of Ecology In Which An Earthen Lamp Is Lit By Making A Cotton Wick
And Adding Sesame Oil To It As A Result (Due To The Nature Of Sesame 0il), Small Poisonous
Insects Are Attracted Towards The Light Of Sesame Oil Lamp And Get Sacrificed In It. Besides, This
Festival Of Prophethood Of Truth Is Also A Great Festival Of Cleanliness. As Soon As The Rainy
Season Ends, On The Occasion Of ‘Deepavali’, Cleanliness Is Also Given A Special Place, To Which
The Present Government Of India Has Even Given A Meaningful Form Of A Program.

In This Way, This Great Festival Of The Great Scientific Sanatani System Establishes Its Sensitivity
Towards Humanity And Nature Of The Entire World. Such A Great Festival ‘Dipavali’ Should Be A
Great Festival Of The Whole World.
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Kalamandir-The Celluloid Chapter Art Foundation §€

8-10, N Road, Bistupur, Jamshedpur-831001, Ph: 0657-2320109/2320457 (Fax)

e-mail: kalamandir.jsr@gmail.com, office. kalamandir@gmail.com %—hmma%r
Website: www.kala-mandir.org Eunvseousmecnt, Ethnicisy, Foplovinent, Enterprive
Ref. No.: KCCAF/Gen. Corr./Eng/323/2023-24 Date: 11.03.2024

The Secretary

Sangeet Natak Akademi

Rabindra Bhawan. Ferozeshah Road
New Delhi — 110001

Subject: Consent for Nomination of ‘Deepavali’ for UNESCO's Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity for 2024-25

Dear Sir/Madam.
Greetings from Kalamandir!

We are writing 1o express our consent and support for the nomination of 'Deepavali' for inclusion in
UNESCO's Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity for the years 2024-25.

‘Deepavali,' also known as Diwali, holds immense cultural significance for millions of people
worldwide, symbolizing the victory of light over darkness and good over evil. It is celebrated with
great fervor and enthusiasm across various communities, transcending geographical and cultural
boundaries. .

As a custodian of cultural heritage. we firmly believe that the inclusion of 'Deepavali’ in UNESCO's
prestigious list will not only recognize its cultural importance but also.contribute to its preservation
and promotion on a global scale. This nomination presents a unique opportunity to showcase the
richness and diversity of our cultural traditions to the world.

We hereby grant my consent for the nomination of ‘Deepavali' and pledge my full support to Sangeet
Natak Akademi in its efforts to ensure the successful inclusion of this cherished festival in UNESCO's

Representative List of Intangible Culiural Heritage of Humanity.

I'hank you for considering our consent, and we look forward to witnessing the positive impact of this
nomination on the global recognition and appreciation of our cultural heritage.

Sincerely,

(Vice President)

Registered under Societies Registration Act 21, 1860, No. 507/2000-01
258/2008-09 dated 27/06/2008 (Ranchi)

Income Tax Exempted under 80 G vide order no. AACTK79851LF20214
FCRA Regn. :- 337820055

NGO Darpan (NITI Ayog) Unique ID No:- 1H/2009/0001507
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Prof. Ravikesh
Registrar

Mo. INU/RO/PRO/ICH/ 20241446 - March 12, 2024
To,

Sh. Suman Kurmar

Deputy Secretary

ICH, Sangeet Natak Akademi
New Delhi-110001

Subject: Consent Letter for inclusion of "Deepavali” in UNESCO's List of ICH of Humanity
Dear Sir,

This letter is to express consent and endorsement for the inclusion of the Deepavali Festival, also
known as Diwali, in UNESCO's Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Deepavali embodies the essence of India’s cultural heritage and is a living tradition that deserves
recognition and safeguarding on the global stage. It symbolizes the victory of light over darkness
that transcends religious and regional boundaries and is marked by vibrant traditions, rituals, and
festivities. Its historical and religious significance, coupled with its cultural expressions, make it an
integral part of India's intangible cultural heritage.

By recognizing Deepavali as a UNESCQ Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, its preservation,
promotion, and transmission to future generations would be ensured, thereby enriching the cultural
diversity of our global community.

In view of the above, "Deepavali” should be included in UNESCO's Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity as it not only showcases the cultural heritage of India but also
promotes intercultural dialogue across the globe.

Thanking you,
Yours Sincerely,

(Prof. ikesh)



PROF. G. SANKARA PILLAI MEMORIAL CENTRE
OF PERFORMING ARTS |

Reg. No. 729/92
BHARATHAM, PLRA - 248, PLAVODE
KODUNGANOOR P. O., THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 695013
Mobile: 8547096339, 8547549279 Emall: profgsankara@gmail.com

DEEPAVALI

Deepavali is a Symbol of Indian Culture. There are various legands
about Deepavali celebration. Deepavali celebrated in many parts of India
based on various legends. Deepavali celebration are also associated with
epic texts such as Ramayana and Mahabharata.

When Lord Rama, the incarnation of Lord Vishnu, defeated Ravana
and reached his kingdom of Ayodhya, Rama was welcomed by the
people by lighting full of lamps.

It is also said that Deepavali celebrate the return of the Pandavas
who return after twelve years of exile after losing gambling.

Deepavali conveys the message of well- being, prosperity and love.
Deepavali can be considered as India’s intangible cultural heritage.
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Swar Gurjari
SChOOl of Pertor ming Arts Regd. No. : F/4324Guj./4464  SNA 144

@
LN

21/1, Pant House, Ghadiyali Complex, Jawahar Chowk, Maninagar, Ahmedabad - 8

Gujarat, India. Phone : 079-25468470. 9898008182 E-mail : sgsparts@yahoo.co.in

Nomination of 'Deepavali” for inclussion of the UNESCO's
representative list of ICH Humanity

Deepavali is Sanskrit word meaning " Rows of lighted Iamﬁs“. Deepavali (Diwali) is
Hindu orginated festival . This festival is celebrated in India and Indians all over the
world as usual. -

According to it, Diwali is celebrated on the account of the day Ram, Sita and
Lakshman's return to Ayodhya after 14 years in exile. Exiled by his own father King
Dashratha. Ram, his wife Sita and his brother lakshmana face so many hardships
during the period they traveled to the forest. In exile Sita is kidnapped by the
powerful demon Ravan.

Then with the help of Hanuman Ram that went to Srilanka and kills (King ) Ravana of
Lanka in long battle to get back his wife Sita.

Generation to generation have not changed till today the celebration of Deepavali
remains same. That's why we use the work incredible India, because of it's awesome
heritage which can not be found anywhere else in the world. (Amurt varso).
Thousands of years ago when Ram came back to Ayodhya after completing 14 years
stay and kill Ravana after long battle and got back Sita his wife.

The day they reached Ayodhya on the same day complete Ayodhya decorated with
Diya (lamp of light). Celebrated the festival of light. It's Deepavali all over the world
every one celebrated this festival. Festival of light because it shows we are coming
out from darkness to an awesome brightest light through this amazing victory.

Till today all Indians where ever they stay they celebrate this festival. So dipavali
should be on that list. After thousands of years so many generations change but the
celebration of deepavali with lamp remain same.

Indian always connected with their traditions and religion. Indian are religious
peopie and peace buiiders in the entire universe. in the universe where ever they
stay they always get connected with their roots which has not been changed or
forgotten.

- - - - - - - - - - L L
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M. : +91 9898008162 24. gﬂ’l@l M a;mucfalt
B.Com. Nritya Alankar, Shiksha Vihsarad, Bharat Natyam

“"Member of the International Dance Council CID”
DIRECTOR : Swar Gurjari School of Performing Arts

21/1, Ghadiyalee Complex, Jawahar Chawk, Maninagar, Ahmedabad-380008. Guijarat, India.
E-mail : sonal_majmudar2001 @yahoo.com, sgsparts @yahoo.co.in
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