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'V.Vinay Chand, IAS,

Secretary to Government
Youth Advancement,
Tourism & Culture Department

Government of Andhra Pradesh
Room No.213, 15tFloor, Building No.3,
A.P. Secretariat, Velagapudi,
Amaravati - 522 238.

Phone (O): 0863 — 2443875

e-mail: secytrsm@ap.gov.in

D.O Lr.No.CLTROSCCC/1/2024/C.NO.2564091, Dated:05.11.2024.
Dear \&:(‘/ )

Sub: Youth Advancement Tourism and Culture (C&OL) Department —
Nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for National
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and UNESCO ICH
Recognition — Request for Consideration.

<LL>>>

We respectfully present the enclosed nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam, a majestic and time-honoured temple festival, for its inclusion in the
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and for its consideration for
the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Celebrated for an impressive duration of nearly 45 days each year in the holy town
of Ahobilam, Andhra Pradesh, Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is a distinctive cultural
event that holds immense historical, religious, and societal importance.

A concise overview of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam:

« Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is recognized as India's longest-running temple
festival, spanning 45 days. It features a grand procession of the main deity
through 32 villages.

« The festival is deeply ingrained in the local customs and traditions and plays a
pivotal role in promoting community unity, with inclusive participation from
individuals of diverse castes and faiths.

« The Chenchu tribes, revered as the progeny of Goddess Chenchu Lakshmi,
play a central role in the festivities, showcasing the harmonious relationship
between tribal culture and Hindu practices.

« The event also upholds the ancient Ayagar systems of village governance,
linking it to historical administrative practices from the eras of the Kakatiya
and Vijayanagara empires. The festival is not only a beacon of religious and
cultural significance but also a contributor to the economic sustenance of the
local community, particularly benefiting the Chenchu tribal people.

Heritage and Cultural Significance:

The festival has been officially designated as a State Festival by the Government
of Andhra Pradesh, a testament to its cultural value. The government also offers
state honours and ceremonial acknowledgments in the village of Rudravaram.

Contd....




An exhaustive research report prepared by INTACH (Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage) accompanies this nomination, emphasizing the historical
and cultural importance of the Utsavam. The documentation of the festival highlights
its eligibility for global recognition, as it encapsulates essential aspects of intangible
cultural heritage, such as rituals, performing arts, and traditional crafts.

Additionally, a proposal by K.B. Sethu Raman is currently under review at the
Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi, which serves as the focal point for UNESCO-
related affairs, as per File No. U-11/134/20218/UNESCO.

We earnestly request your esteemed office to take into account the
nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for the National Inventory and to endorse
its candidacy to UNESCO for its inclusion in the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

We are grateful for your consideration of this nomination and eagerly
anticipate your support in the preservation and promotion of this extraordinary
element of India's cultural heritage.

rs sincerely,

To,

Shri Arunish Chawla, IAS.,

Secretary to Government, Ministry of Culture,
Government of India.

Encl: 1.Comprehensive Report
2.Research report by INTACH
3.Govt. Orders (G.0.Ms.No.09) declaring the festival as a State Festival
4.Letters of support from local villages connected to the Utsavam




V.Vinay Chand, IAS,
Secretary to Government

Youth Advancement,
Tourism & Culture Department

Government of Andhra Pradesh
Room No.213, 1stFloor, Building No.3,
A.P. Secretariat, Velagapudi,
Amaravati - 522 238.

Phone (O): 0863 — 2443875

e-mail: secytrsm@ap.gov.in

D.O Lr.No.CLTROSCCC/1/2024/C.NO.2564091, Dated:05.11.2024.
Dear .&L )

Sub: Youth Advancement Tourism and Culture (C&OL) Department —
Nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for National
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and UNESCO ICH
Recognition — Request for Consideration.

<<LL<>>>

We respectfully present the enclosed nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam, a majestic and time-honoured temple festival, for its inclusion in the
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and for its consideration for
the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Celebrated for an impressive duration of nearly 45 days each year in the holy town
of Ahobilam, Andhra Pradesh, Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is a distinctive cultural
event that holds immense historical, religious, and societal importance.

A concise overview of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam:

« Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is recognized as India's longest-running temple
festival, spanning 45 days. It features a grand procession of the main deity
through 32 villages.

« The festival is deeply ingrained in the local customs and traditions and plays a
pivotal role in promoting community unity, with inclusive participation from
individuals of diverse castes and faiths.

« The Chenchu tribes, revered as the progeny of Goddess Chenchu Lakshmi,
play a central role in the festivities, showcasing the harmonious relationship
between tribal culture and Hindu practices.

« The event also upholds the ancient Ayagar systems of village governance,
linking it to historical administrative practices from the eras of the Kakatiya
and Vijayanagara empires. The festival is not only a beacon of religious and
cultural significance but also a contributor to the economic sustenance of the
local community, particularly benefiting the Chenchu tribal people.

Heritage and Cultural Significance:

The festival has been officially designated as a State Festival by the Government
of Andhra Pradesh, a testament to its cultural value. The government also offers
state honours and ceremonial acknowledgments in the village of Rudravaram.

Contd....



An exhaustive research report prepared by INTACH (Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage) accompanies this nomination, emphasizing the historical
and cultural importance of the Utsavam. The documentation of the festival highlights
its eligibility for global recognition, as it encapsulates essential aspects of intangible
cultural heritage, such as rituals, performing arts, and traditional crafts.

Additionally, a proposal by K.B. Sethu Raman is currently under review at the
Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi, which serves as the focal point for UNESCO-
related affairs, as per File No. U-11/134/20218/UNESCO.

We earnestly request your esteemed office to take into account the
nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for the National Inventory and to endorse
its candidacy to UNESCO for its inclusion in the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

We are grateful for your consideration of this nomination and eagerly
anticipate your support in the preservation and promotion of this extraordinary
element of India's cultural heritage.

To,

Shri Raju Das,

Secretary,

Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi

Encl: 1.Comprehensive Report
2.Research report by INTACH
3.Govt. Orders (G.0.Ms. No.09) declaring the festival as a State Festival
4.Letters of support from local villages connected to the Utsavam
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Room No. 208, 1st quor,
Building No. 2, A.P. Secretariat,

apudi, Amaravati - 522 238, A.P.
b Cell: 91128 99999

e-mail: apmintcc @ gmail.com

KXANDULA DURGESH
Minister for Tourism, Culture and
Cinematography

Government of Andhra Pradesh

To

Sri Nara Chandra Babu Naidu Garu,
_/Q(;\fswsc'ﬁ}fﬂpn’ble Chicef Minister,
Nz ’iﬁgrnmcnt of Andhra Pradesh,
Vel: vﬁf_apudi, Amaravati.

/5

a7 /o Lr .No.78/MIN(TOURISM &CINE)/2024 Dt. 18.09.2024

~Respected Sir.

Sub: Request for Nomination of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and UNESCO
ICH Recognition — Reg.

I humbly bring to your Kind notice that the Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam,
a grand and unique temple festival celebrated Andhra Pradesh, which I believe
is eligible for recognition as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Cultural Heritage (INTACH) - Nandyal Chapter, requesting the Government of
Andhra Pradesh to nominate Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for inscription in the
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage by the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, as well as for consideration in the UNESCO
Representative List.

Further submit that, the Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is one of the
longest-celebrated temple festivals in our country. It involves a vibrant
procession of the principal deity through 32 villages in the Allagadda
constituency over nearly 45 days, commencing from Makarasankranthi-

by the Government of Andhra Pradesh and fosters participation from people

of all castes, creeds, and religions. The Chenchu tribal community plays a
particularly significant role in its celebrations.

Further, I would like to bring to your notice a representation by K.B.
Sethu Raman to the Ministry of Culture, which is currently under consideration
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9401465/2024/C&OL SEC-YTCO1

In this regard, I humbly request your support in nominating Ahobilam
Paruveta Utsavam for inscription in the National Inventory of Intangible
Cultural Heritage and to recommend that the Government of India forward
this nomination to UNESCO for inclusion in the Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage..

Thanking you Sir,

Yours faithfully,

D

(KANDULA DURGESH]

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Sl w 'EzTa'ﬁ Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha)

N&a / onstituency
Dr. Byreddy Shabari Ry ——
Date: 07-08-2024
Place: Nandyal
To,
Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat Ji
Union Minister for Tourism
Transport Bhawan, Parliament Street
New Delhi- 110001

Subject: Inscription of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory of Intangible
Cultural Heritage and Recommendation for UNESCO ICH Recognition from
Andhra Pradesh —reg.

Respected Gajendra Singh Shekhawat Ji,

| humbly bring to your kind attention the Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam, a grand and unique
temple festival celebrated in my constituency of Allagadda. This festival is a strong candidate for
recognition by UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage.

| have received a representation from the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) - Nandyal Chapter, requesting the Government of Andhra Pradesh to nominate Ahobilam
Paruveta Utsavam for inclusion in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry
of Culture, Government of India, and for nomination to the Representative List of UNESCO ICH.

As you are aware, Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is the longest-celebrated unique temple
festival in our country, during which the principal deity is taken in procession to 32 villages in the
Allagadda region of the Nandyal Parliamentary constituency for nearly 45 days each year, starting
from Makarasankranti-Kanuma. This centuries-old temple festival, recognized as a State Festival by
the Government of Andhra Pradesh, is inclusive of all people, regardless of caste, creed, or religion.
The Chenchus, a tribal community, play a prominent role in the festival.

INTACH Nandyal Chapter, under the leadership of Sri M.V. Siva Kumar Reddy Garu, has
prepared a detailed report on Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam, which | have enclosed for your kind
perusal. Additionally, a representation by K.B. Sethu Raman from my constituency to the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India, regarding Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is currently under consideration
by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, the nodal agency for UNESCO matters (vide F.no U-11/134/2018
UNESCO).

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is a matter of pride for our state and deserves UNESCO ICH
recognition, which will contribute to the social and economic prosperity of the people in my
constituency.

In this regard, | humbly request you to nominate Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for inclusion in
the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India,
and to recommend that the Government of India nominate Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for the
Representative List of UNESCO ICH.

Thanking you.
Yours sincerely,

7 ez ) L,r.)—‘

[~ ‘},l»"

‘) .
Dr. By red(\y Shabari
Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha

Nandya! Constituency

Enclosures:

1. Representation of INTACH Nandyal Chapter \%

2. INTACH's Report on Ahobilam Paruveta Utsave

3. F.no U-11/134/2018-UNESCO, Ministry of Culture;s
Government of India

ourt Annexe, Janpath Road, New

5545 | Email : byreddy.shabari@
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BHUMA AKHILA PRIYA w.a

.Ex. Minister for Tourism of A.P
Allagadda Constituency,

Na ndyal District.

Date: 16-07-2024

To

Sri. Nara Chandrababu Naidu garu,
Hon'ble Chief Minister,
Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Sub: Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam-inscribe in National Inventory of Intangible
Cultural Heritage & recommendation to nominate for UNESCO ICH
recognition from the state of Andhra Pradesh -req.reg.

Respected Sir,

I humbly bring your Kind notice about Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam, a grand unique
temple festival celebrated in my Constituency of Allagadda that is eligible for the recognition of

UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage.

I had received a representation from Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH)-Nandyal Chapter with a request to recommend Government of Andhra Pradesh to
nominate Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam from our state for getting inscribed in the National
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ministry of Culture, Government of India and
nominate for the Representative list of UNESCO ICH from our country.

Your good self is very well aware about Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam which is the longest
celebrated unique temple festival in our country as a part of which the principal deity is taken
in procession to 32 villages in Allagadda constituency for almost-45 days every year starting
from Makarasankranthi-Kanuma. No other temple celebrates such festival in our country. This
centuries old temple festival has been recognised as State Festival by Government of Andhra
pradesh. People take part in this festival irrespective of caste, creed and religion.Chenchus, the
tribals play 2 prominent role in the festival. '

[ndian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH), Nandyal Chapter had
prepared a detailed report on Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam under Sri.M.V.Siva Kumar Reddy
d the same is submitted for your kind per,'ilsal. I would also bring your kind notice that
entation of K.B.Sethu Raman of my Constituency, to Ministry of Culture , Government of
ding Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is under the consideration of SangeetNatak
dal agency in the UNESCO matters vide F.no U-11/134/2018 UNESCO.

garu an
arepres
India regar
Akademi,the O
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BHUMA AKHILA PRIYA, m.LA.

Ex. Minister for Tourism of AP
Allagadda Constituency |
Nandyal District.

‘ Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is pride of our state and deserves UNESCO ICH recognition
which will contribute for the social and economic prosperity of the people of my constituency

In this regard, I humbly request your good self to nominate Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam
from our state for getting inscribed in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Ministry of Culture, Government of India and recommend Government of India to nominate
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for the Representative list of UNESCO ICH from our country.

Thanking you sir,
Yours Sincerely

.Q»M»Pw;‘(re

. (BHUMA AKHILA PKIYA)

Enclosures:
1. Representation of INTACH Nandyal Chapter

2. INTACH's Report on Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam
3. FnoU-11/134/2018-UNESCO Ministry of Culture, Government of India
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PRR02D/130/2025-SA(A1)-DPONDL 172607172025

From To
Smt Rajakumari Ganiya, LA.S., The Convener
Collector & District Magistrate, INTAC, Nandyal Chapter

Nandyal District.

Rc.No.1863/Pts.A1/2024, Date:

Sir,
Sub:- Festivals- Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam- Grama Sabha Resolutions
of the 33 Gram Panchayats of Nandyal District to inscribe in National
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage & recommendation to nominate
for UNESCO ICH recognition- forwarded the Gram Panchayat resolutions
for inclusion in the Representative List of UNESCO's Intangible Cultural
Heritage — Reg.

Ref:- 1 Letter of the convener, INTAC, Nandyal Chapter, dated:22-08-
2024.
2. Resolutions of the concerned Gram Panchayats.
3. Proposal / Letter of the convener, INTAC, Nandyal
Chapter,dated:25-10-2025.

&&&

| hereby inform you that, in the references cited, the Convener of the INTAC
Nandyal Chapter has requested permission to nominate the Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam from Andhra Pradesh for inscription in the National Inventory of Intangible
Cultural Heritage under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. Furthermore, the
Panchayat Secretaries of 33 Gram Panchayats in Nandyal District have submitted
resolutions, duly passed during Gram Sabha meetings, supporting the nomination of the
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam from Andhra Pradesh for inscription in the aforementioned
National Inventory. These resolutions also recommend that the Government of India
nominate the Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for inclusion in the Representative List of
UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Accordingly, the 33 Gram Panchayat resolutions are hereby forwarded for
further necessary action, including the nomination of the Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam
from Andhra Pradesh for inscription in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, and the recommendation to the
Government of India to nominate it for the Representative List of UNESCO's Intangible
Cultural Heritage from our country.

Encl: 33 Gram Panchayat Resolutions of Nandyal District
Yours sincerely,

RAJAKUMARI GANIYA, ILA.S
Collector & District Magistrate,
Nandyal District.

Copy to the District Gram Panchayat Officer, Nandyal
Copy submitted to the Commissioner PR&RD,AP, Tadepalli Guntur for further necessary
action.

Digitally signed by
RAJA KUMARI GANIYA
Date: 11-11-2025
21:10:23



1663
Rc.No /Pts Al/2024 Office of the District Gram Panchayat Officer,

Nandyal, Date:27-06-2024
MEMO

Sub:- Festival- Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam-Resolutions in the Grama Sabha of
concerned villages to Inscribe in National Inventory of Intangible Cultural
Heritage & recommendation to nominate for UNESCO ICH recognition- Take
necessary further action - instructions - Issued.

Ref:-1 Letter dated:22-08-2024 of the convener, INTAC, Nandyal Chapter.
2. Instructions of the Collector & District Magistrate, Nandyal,

Bl
The attention of all the Panchayat Secretaries of 32 Gram Panchayats which list are
enclosed this circulars are invited to the references cited,

Wherein the reference 1" cited, the Convener, INTAC, Nandyal Chapter has informed
that the Ahabilam Paruveta Utsavam, a grand unique temple festival celebrated In Allagadda
Constituency that Is eligible for the recognition of UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage. The
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam which is the longest celebrated unique temple festival In our
country as a part of which the principal deity is taken in procession to 32 villages in Allagadda
constituency for almost 45 days every year starting from Makarasankranthi-Kanuma. No
other temple celebrates such festival in our country, This centuries old temple festival has
been recognized as State Festival by Government of Andhra Pradesh. People take part in this
festival irrespective of caste, creed and religion Chenchus, the tribais play a prominent role In
the festival, There are almast 32 villages other than Ahobilam in the Allagadda Constituency
that are connected with Paruveta Utsavam. Ahobllam Paruveta Utsavam s pride of our
District in our state and deserves UNESCO ICH recognition which will cantribute for the sacial
and economic prosperity of the people in respective villages.

Hence, he has requested the District Collector, Nandyal to take all the necessary steps
directing concerned officials in the Gram Panchayat of all the concerned villages to pass a
resolution in Gram Sabha to nominate Ahobllam Paruveta Utsavam from our state for getting
Inscribed iIn the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Ministry of Culture,
Government of India and recommend Government of India to nominate Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam for the Representative list of UNESCO ICH from our country,

Therefore, all the concerned Panchayat Secretaries of Gram Panchayats are directed to
take immediate to pass & resolution in Gram Sabha to nominate Ahohllam Paruveta Utsavam
from aur state for getting Inscribed in the National Inventory of Intangitle Cultural Herltage
of Ministry of Culture, Government of India and recommend Government of Indla to nominate
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam and submit report immediately.

The Extension Officer(PRERD), Allagadda, Uyyalawada and Rudravaram Mandal are
imstructions o pursue and attention for conducting of Grama Sabha In the 32 Gram
Panchayats on the above Issue.

Encl: Copy of the reference. = 1\1..“1‘
b ﬁ;N |

7 - & District Gram Pdrichayat Cfficer,

;;é.: f,,”- Mandyal,

To, ik

All the 32 No's Panchayat Secretaries of concerned Gram Panchayats.

The Extension Officer(PR&RD), Allagadda, Uyyalawada and Rudravaram Mandal.

Copy to the Divisional Panchayat Officer, Nandyal,

Copy to all the Mandal Parishad Development Officer, Allagadda, Uyyalawada and

Rudravaram Mandal.

Copy to the convener, INTAC, Nandyal Chapter.

Copy submitted to the Collector & District Magistrate, Mandval for infarmation.
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STD Code : 08519 252097
Cell : 9441619512 , 9441802368
athreya.ahobilam87@gmail.com

Sri Lakshmi Nrusimha Parabrahmane Namah,
Sreemathe Sri Lakshmi Nrusimha Divya Paduka Sevaka
Sreevan Satagopa Sri Narayana Yathindra Maha Desikaya Namaha,
Sreeathe Srivansatagopa Sri Ranganatha Yatheendra Maha Desikaya Namaha.

K. Venugopalacharya ~ AHOBILAM - 518545. NANDYALDIST., A.P.

Cheif Archaka & Mudra Kartha
Sri Ahobila Math Paramparadheena
Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Devasthanam. Ahobilam

Letter of Consent

May Ahobila Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy shower his divine blessings for the peace and
prosperity of all

Sri Ahobila kshetram is the Avatara Sthala of Sri Narasimha Swamy, the fourth incarnation of
Lord Mahavishnu. Ahcbilam celebrates a very unique temple festival -Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam for almost 45 days every year as a part of which the main utsava mirthis of
Ahobilam are taken to 33 villages. The festival starts on the day of Kanuma, the third day of
Makara Sankanthi. Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam has the history of morethan 700 years and
even continuing today. No other temple celebrates such a long festival inthe country. People
from all sections of society take part in the festival irrespective of their caste and religion,
though individuals from certain communities have specific roles.

Chenchus are local tribes who believe that the Lord Ahobila Narasimha swamy is celebrating
Paruveta and visiting 33 villages to invite the people for his marriage with Chenchu Lakshmi,
the Goddess Mahalakshmi born in Chenchu tribe. Many rituals are performed during this
festival.

The Paruveta festival for almost 45 days was started by Sri Adivan Satagopa Yatheendra
Mahadesikan, the founder Peethadhipathi (pontiff) of Sri Ahobila Math after receving a divine
command. The Peethadhipathi appoints Mudrakartha their representative to look after the
spiritual affairs. The Mudrakartha is regarded as the spiritual guru to the local communities
particularly Chenchus as the Peethadhipathi of Ahobilam math do tours to propogate the
philosophy of Ramanuja.Mudrakartha receives the first honour during Paruveta Utsavam.

I, the Pradhanarchaka (chief Priest) and Mudrakartha to the present 46" Peethadhipathi of
Sri Ahobila Math express my complete support and consent for the inscription of Ahobilam
Paruveta Utsavam in the National inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and also for the
nomination to the UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

With the blessings of HH 46™ Peethadhipathi of Sri Ahobila Math
)

Ve N\ A=

Kidambi Venugopalacharya
Mudrakartha &Pradhanarchaka
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Sri Ahobila Math Paramabaradeena il
= . . — "h’
Sri Lakshminarasimhaswamy Devasthanams ~— .-

Ahobilam-518543, Allagadda Mandal, Nandyal District, Andhra Predesh, Tel: 08519-252025
Email: managerahobilamtemple@gmail.com www.ahobilamtemple.com

Letter of Consent 06.07.2024
Blessings of His Holiness 46th Peethadhipathi of Sri Ahobila Math.

[ am Sampath Sadagopan the General Power of Attorney to HH Peethadhipathi of Sri Ahobila
Math for Sri Ahobila Math Paramparadheena Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Devasthanam,
Ahobilam. Iam directed by His Holiness to express our consent for the inscription of
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and for
the Nomination to UNESCO's Representative list of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Sri Ahobila kshetram is the Avatara Sthala of Sri Narasimha Swamy, the fourth incarnation of
Lord Mahavishnu. Ahobilam celebrates a very unique temple festival -Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam for almost 45 days every year as a part of which the main utsava murthis of
Ahobilam are taken to 33 villages. The festival starts on the day of Kanuma, the third day of
Makara Sankranthi. Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam has the history of more than 600 years and
even continuing till date. No other temple celebrates such a long festival in the country.
People from all sections of the society take part in the festival irrespective of their caste and
religion and individuals from certain communities have specific roles.

About 600 years ago it was the Founder Peethadhipathi of Sri Ahobila Math who started a
program of Ahobila Narasimha Dasa where the devotees, irrespective of their social
background are allowed to take part in the temple festivals. Thus Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam marks the spiritual inclusiveness which can be seen even today.

Chenchus are local tribes who believe that the Lord Ahobila Narasimha swamy is celebrating
Paruveta and visiting 33 villages to invite the people for his marriage with Chenchu Lakshmi,
the Goddess Mahalakshmi born in Chenchu tribe. Many rituals are performed during this
festival. Even, the people who belong to non Hindu religions, also take part in this festival
which clearly shows that Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is the festival of Communal harmony
specific to these 33 villages.
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Sri Ahobila Math Paramabaradeena s :
Sri Lakshminarasimhaswamy Devasthanams = we

Ahobilam-518543, Allagadda Mandal, Nandyal District, Andhra Predesh, Tel: 08519-252025
Email: managerahobilamtemple@gmail.com www.ahobilamtemple.com

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is declared as the state festival of Andhra Pradesh and
Government of Telangana is offering Pattuvastrams to the Lord in Rudravaram in view of the
historical connection that Ahobilam had with the past rulers of present day Telangana
region.

As instructed by His Holiness 46t Peethadhipathi, Sri Ahobila Math Paramparadheena Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Devasthanam, Ahobilam express its unconditional support and
consent for the inscription of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National inventory for
Intangible Cultural Heritage and also for the nomination to the UNESCO'’s Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

With regards,

o
S. Sampath
General Power of Attorney
Sri Ahobila Math Paramparadheena

Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy Devasthanam,
Ahobilam
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

lam, Nemmikanti Veeraiah Achari. | belong to Vadla Kammara community(Carpenter) and
our family make the Palanquin for Ahobilam Lakshmi Narasimha swamy’s Paruveta
Utsavam since many generations.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique temple festival celebrated for about 45 days in
33villages starting from Sankranthi-Kanuma day,which cannot be seen in any other place. It
is specific to Ahobilam region. | hereby extend my support and consent for the inscription of
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and
also for the nomination to UNESCQO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity

Sd/-
Nemmikanti Veeraiah Achari
Ahobilam Devasthanam

9491415671
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

We are the Chenchus who petform services to Sri Ahobila Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy for
many generations. We believe that Ahobilam Narasimha swamy is our Brother in law who
married our sister Chenchu Lakshmi. We receive special honours as a part of Ahobilam
Paruveta Utsavam. As per the tradition, the Lord’s Paruveta Palanquin starts from Ahobilam
to the next village only after we shoot arrows as a mark of courtesy.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique to Ahobilam region. No other place have such unique

tradition. We representatives of Chenchu community who take part in Ahobilam Paruveta

Utsavam do hereby express our support and consent for the inscription of Ahobilam

Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and also for the
nomination to UNESCO’S Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Sd/-

Ahobilam Chenchus

1.M. Chinna Gurappa

2.Bala Gurappa(9951069963)
3.M. Chanti

4.M. Anjaneyulu

5.M. Lakshmayya
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

We are the Boyalu (Palanquin Bearers) of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam. We belong to the
village of Alamuru. We belong to Bestha Ganga Putra Community. We carry the Palanquin of
the lord to all the 33 villages as a part of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam . We bring the lord of
Upper Ahobilam down to Lower Ahobilam for Paruveta on the day of Sankranti.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique to Ahobilam region for almost 45 days in 33 villages.
No other place have such unique tradition. We the representatives of Alamuru Boyalu, the
custodians of the practice of carrying the Paruveta Palanquin during Ahobilam Paruveta
Utsavam do hereby express our support and consent for the inscription of Ahobilam
Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and also for the
nomination to UNESCO’S Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
Sd/-
Alamuru Boyalu
1. R.Prasad(9642634301)
2. Yatham Ramana
3. D.V.Krishnaiah
4. R.Pamuleti
5. Y. Chandraayudu
6. Y.Macherla
7. Y. Chandra sekhar
8. Y. Kesaalu
9. M. Kumar
10.Y. Lingamaiah
11. M. Ramanayya
12.Y. Ajay
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

We are the Boyalu (Palanquin Bearers) of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam. We belong to the

village of T. Lingamdinne. We belong to Bestha Ganga Putra Community. We carry the
Palanquin of the lord to all the 33 villages as a part of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam . We bring
the lord of Upper Ahobilam down to Lower Ahobilam for Paruveta on the day of Sankranti.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique to Ahobilam region which is celebrated for almost 45

days in 33 villages. No other place have such unique tradition that starts on the day of
Kanuma. We the T. Lingamdinne Boyalu, custodians of the practice of carrying the Paruveta
Palanquin during Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam do hereby express our support and consent

for the inscription of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible
Cultural Heritage and also for the nomination to UNESCO’S Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

1.
2.
3.

0o N @O s

K. Pedda Lingamaiah

G. Nagaraju

K. Venkateshwarlu

M. Obulesu

. Narasiah

. Obulesu

. Shivudu

. Obulesu

. Lingamaiah (9492845358)

(ORI ORO]

10. G. Pedda Obulesu
11.M. Ramudu

Sd/-
T. Lingamdinne Boyalu
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

lam Boyini Venkata Ramana. | play the musical instrument Thiruchunnam (Davada
Shankhulu) during Paruveta Procession for many generations hereditarily.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique temple festival celebrated for about 45 days in
33villages starting from Sankranthi-Kanuma day, which cannot be seen in any other place. It
is specific to Ahobilam region. | hereby extend my support and consent for the inscription of
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and
also for the nomination to UNESCOQO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity

Sd/-
Boyini Venkata Ramana
Ahobilam Devasthanam

6300551162
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

lam Sri. Ramaguravaiah. | play the musical instrument Thappeta or Dappu during Paruveta
Procession for many generations hereditarily.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique temple festival celebrated for about 45 days in
33villages starting from Sankranthi-Kanuma day, which cannot be seen in any other place. It
is specific to Ahobilam region. | hereby extend my support and consent for the inscription of
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and
also for the nomination to UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity

Sd/-
Ramaguravaiah

Nishani

9642501240
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Sub: Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam Letter of Consent for the nomination to UNESCO o

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage ol Humanity. :

: ' ' /

Indian National Trust for Arts and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) is an organization working for the
conservation of Indian Tangible, Intangible and_Natural heritage and art forms. Nandyal Chapter of
INTACH has been consistently working for the conservation and Promotion of Ahobilam Paruveta”
Utsavam. This Intangible Cultural Festival is uniquetemplo festival ccl'cbrmcd every year in the 33 villages
around Ahobilam in Nandyal district of Andhra Pradesh for almost 45days. People take part in this festival
regardless of their caste creed, gender and religion, Chenchus the tribes, play a very significant role in.this
festival. As a part of the celebration, the principal deity of Ahobilam -Sri Narasimha Swamy will be taken
in procession to 33 villages starting from the day of Kanuma, the third day of Sankranthi festival. This
'inmngible cultural heritage with the history of more than 600 years, is the best ecgample for the f'esti\//al of
communal harmony and peaceful coexistence of people from various castesfand religion. Ahobilam
Paruveta Utsavam deserves UNESCO recognition as it is unique temple festival.
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. Contributions of INTACH, Nandyal Chaptér:

e A detailed research report was prepared and submitted to Government of Andhra Pradesh based on which
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam was declared as State Festival of Andhra Pradesh.

e Received Best Spiritual Destination award given by Ministry of Tourism Government of India in 2024 for
Ahobilam. . . 5 vt AlA T A b 1, )
o Successfully got the 33 villages connected with Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam to pass resolutions for the
inscription in National Inventory and for the nomination to UNESCO Representative‘li‘st‘of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. e & R TR REE e o)
e To promote the rich cultural heritage of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam, Shobha yatras, Heritage walks and
Symposiums are being organized for which Hon’ble Vice President of India, Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh and Hon’ble Chairman of Sangeet Natak Akademi has Sent their messages. |
e At our request, Govemment of Andhra Pradesh had sent a request for the inscription in National Inventory
of ICH and for nomination to UNESCO Representative list of ICH of Hurpaqit)a s ~

- /
e Video Documentation of Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam : i N

~ ~

INTACH gives its support, and consent for the inscriptiop of Ah.obil/am' Parg_vét‘a Utéﬁyam in the .
National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage and for the nomination to UNESCO Representative List .

' /

of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. © . y vy { : , Bl

4 M ; ‘ Hak 3 SN . : ‘ D)
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_ S \ ~ Ashok Singl{Tha ur
- . i : ST Chairman INTACH

Shri M.V, Siva Kumar Reddy, BE. : e 2
. Convenor, INTACH Nandyal Chapter - ' ‘

7 1 ﬂ' \ ; ! 4| y
DEDICATED TO CONSERVATI.ON
INTACH logo derived from the 3900 years old anthropomorphic copper figure of Shahabad, Uttar Pradesh, now in the Natlonai Mus‘eugn. New Delhi
*  ~“NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations” i}

- Address: 71, Lodi Estate, New Delhi-110 003 o e
Phone : 2463 1818, 2463 2267, 2463 2269, 2460 2774, 2464 1304, 2464 5482, Direct : 2465 2455

7

" Sy : - E-mail : chairmanintach@Intach.org; Website: www.intach.org. ' b



Dr Ewa De¢bicka-Borek
UNIWERSYTET

debicka.debicka@uj.edu.pl JAGIELLONSKI
W KRAKOWIE

Jagiellonian University in Krakéw, Poland

21/01/2026

To Whom It May Concern,
Wydziat Filologiczny

I would like to extend my sincere congratulations on the efforts undertaken to nominate the ; o

Paruveta festival in Ahobilam for inclusion on UNESCO’s Representative List of the Instytut Orientalistyki

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

As a researcher with a long-standing scholarly interest in this unique festival and in the
religious history of Ahobilam, I deeply appreciate the cultural, historical, and ritual
significance of Paruveta. The festival constitutes an extraordinary example of living
heritage, reflecting centuries-old devotional practices, various communities’ participation,
and the continuity of regional religious traditions.

[ wish to express my strong encouragement and full support for the inclusion of Paruveta on
the UNESCO list. Such recognition would not only honour the communities that have
preserved this tradition over generations, but would also contribute significantly to the
visibility and safeguarding of this remarkable cultural expression.

Furthermore, | hereby grant permission for my academic article on the Paruveta festival to
be cited or referenced in the nomination materials, should this be considered helpful for
documenting its historical background and contemporary practice. The publication in
question is:

Ewa Debicka-Borek, “Hunt without Hunting: The Reflexivity of All the Stories
behind Paruveta (Hunting Festival/Procession) in Ahobilam,”

The Journal of Hindu Studies, Volume 15, Issue 1, May 2022, pp. 2662,
https://doi.org/10.1093/jhs/hiab024 [academic.oup.com]

[ also wish to express my hope that I will be able to continue my research into the religious
traditions of Ahobilam in the future and contribute further to their understanding.

1

Please accept my best wishes for the success of this important initiative. T
al. Mickiewicza 9

Yours faithfully, 31-120 Krakéw
Ewa Debicka-Borek ;
5 tel.: 12 663-45-05

Qoo DR Borly

12 663-45-06
12 663-45-07

www.io.filg.uj.edu.pl
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Translation:

Letter of Consent

lam Uppala Prasad. | had been taking Photographs and vediographs of festivals celebrated
in Ahobilam temple including Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam for the past 20 years.

Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam is unique temple festival celebrated for about 45 days in
33villages starting from Sankranthi-Kanuma day, which cannot be seen in any other place. It
is specific to Ahobilam region. | hereby extend my support and consent for the inscription of
Ahobilam Paruveta Utsavam in the National Inventory for Intangible Cultural Heritage and
also for the nomination to UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity. Also, | express my support and consent for using the Photograhs and vediographs
taken by me for the puspose of same and | have no onjection for it.

Sd/-

Uppala Prasad
Photographer
9441312412



