
Date:18/3/2025 

Place:Perambra,Kozhikode 

 

I am Jalva Fathima, a henna artist from perambra, Kozhikode, Kerala 

with 2 years of experience in applying henna at weddings and other 

functions. This small business gives me a sense of purpose and 

fulfillment, as I get to express my creativity while preserving a 

beautiful cultural tradition. It also provides me with financial stability, 

helping me meet my regular expenses. I am happy to support India’s 

effort to nominate henna for inclusion in UNESCO’s heritage list. 

 

JalvaFathima 

+919605167348 
 



Consent letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I, Yashoda Thakore, have been using Mehendi on various occasions. We visit our local market 

to get our hands and feet adorned during the months of Ashadham and Sravanam, for dance 

performances, during the festivals of Karva Chauth and Teez, and for all weddings. My family, 

including my grandparents, apply it to their hair during the Summer to keep themselves cool and 

healthy. 

 

 

 

I extend my support for India’s initiative to inscribe henna as a heritage element on the UNESCO 

list. I believe that preserving and continuing its practices is essential to upholding our cultural 

customs and traditions. 

 



 



Consent letter 

 
I, Shamshad Hussain K. T., work as a Professor in the Malayalam Department at the Tirur 

Regional Centre of Sree Sankaracharya University of Sanskrit, Kalady,Kerala.In Kerala,the use of 

Mehandi (Mylanchi) holds both ritualistic and medicinal significance across various 

communities. 

 
During my research on Muslim women,I came across numerous songs written in both Malayalam and 

Arabi-Malayalam that are associated with Mylanchi traditions. I believe that UNESCO’s project 

could play a crucial role in preserving these folk traditions and the songs, which are at risk of being 

lost. 

 
If Mylanchi is included in UNESCO’s heritage list, it would be a significant step toward safeguarding 

the traditional practices and indigenous knowledge linked to it. Additionally,it would help transmit 

these cultural elements to future generations, ensuring their continued relevance and appreciation. 
 
 

 

Date:  
Name: 

Signature: 



 



My name is Kavitha, and I have been using Mehendi on various occasions. During festivals, 

we adorn our hands and feet, and in summer, my parents/grandparents apply it to their 

hair foritscoolingeffect.Itsherbalpropertieshelphealnailsandcracks,especiallyfor women 

inearliertimeswhoworkedinwater,causingdamagetotheirskin.Mehendiprotectsand 

nourishes their hands and feet. 

 
We use it not only as a natural hairdye but also for healthy hair. Its medicinal benefits 

make it suitable or everyone, regardless of gender. In summer ,it acts as a natural coolant 

for the body. 

 
I supportIndia'sinitiativetorecognizehennaasaUNESCOheritageelement.Preservingand 

continuing its practice is crucial for upholding our cultural traditions. 

 
Sincerely, 

Kavitha 



 



 



 



 



 



 



ConsentLetter 

 

 
I, AnnSusanAleyas, am workingasan Assistant Professor in the Department of English, Jesus 

and 

Mary College, University of Delhi .I belong to the community of Knanaya Christiansin 

Kerala. Knanaya Christians are an ethnically distinct and endogamous sub community of 

Syrian Christians .My area of doctoral research focuses on the folklore and traditions of 

Knanaya Christians. During my research and through personal experience, I can attest to the 

ritualistic and symbolic significance of henna application in the wedding ceremonies of this 

community. I believe that these are important aspects of culture that require preservation and 

further study for the benefit of future generations. I therefore agree and endorse Henna as a 

Multinational Nomination(Extension) for inclusion in the UNESCO Representative List of 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
 

 

 

 

DrAnnSusanAleyas 

Assistant Professor 

DepartmentofEnglish 

JesusandMaryCollege 



 



 



NavjeevanLibrary 

Parappanagadi 

I am Jamsheena, 35 years old, and I am the secretary of the women' swing of Navajeevan 

Library, Parappanagadhi, and the current librarian of the library. 

Navajeevan Library organizes a henna competition as part of promoting women's talents. In 

this event, which is organized locally, many ordinary women have shown their henna skills. 

Applying henna on hands is a very traditional art. Therefore, I think that including henna in 

the UNESCO heritage list will be useful in introducing its heritage importance to the whole 

world. 

Secretary 

Navajeevan Library 



21March2025 

Mumbai, 

India 

 

 

 

 

I, Nehal Lodha,have been using Mehendi at various occasions, through out my life. 

Mehndi, orhenna ,holds deep cultural significance in India, especially in weddings and festivals 

like Karva Chauth, Diwali, Navratri. The practice of applying intricate mehndi designs on hands 

and feet dates back centuries and we believe it to bring good luck, prosperity, and positive energy. 

In Indian weddings, mehndi is an essential pre-wedding ritual,symbolisinglove ,joy,and the bond 

between partners. The darker the stain, the stronger the love and connection is believed to be. Over 

time, mehndi designs have evolved, blending traditional motifs with modern artistry, making it both 

a cultural tradition and a form of self-expression. 

 

Apart from being used as an art form, mehndi has multiple uses in India. Cooling your hands and 

feet during hot summer months, for dyeing hair and nails. 

I extend my support towards India’s initiative to inscribe henna as a heritage element in UNESCO. I 

believe that preserving and continuing its practices is essential to upholding our cultural customs 

and traditions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nehal Lodha, 

201,21stfloor,AntarikshaApartments, 

K.G.Marg,Prabhadevi,Mumbai 400025 

Age:35Yrs 

Education:BFACommercialArts 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 



I, Ruchi Jain,wish to share the traditional and religious uses of henna (mehendi)as known 

and practiced in my community and faith. In Jainism, henna holds a special place and is 

used with reverence during various Mangalik Occasions such as weddings,pooja,and 

anushtan ceremonies. It is also applied before the deeksha of sants as a symbol of purity 

and spiritual preparation. 

From a young age,I have seen henna being used not only for its decorative beauty but also 

for its natural healing properties. In my household, it is applied on the scalp for natural hair 

coloring and conditioning. During intense summer months,it is also used on the feet as a 

cooling remedy to protect against heat strokes. These practices are a living part of our 

cultural and spiritual heritage. I extend my wholehearted support to the recognition and 

preservation of henna as an element of intangible cultural heritage, as it embodies both 

wellness and tradition in our way of life. 

Date:23/03/25 

Sign: 

RuchiJain 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
MehndiCultrLLP, 
A-2/1206,VeerExotica, 

NearPalLakeGarden,OppositeInPursuitofHappiness,Pal 

Gam, Surat – 394510, GUJARAT, INDIA 

 

 

Date:March21,2025 

Mr.SumanKumar 
DeputySecretary(IntangibleCulturalHeritage/Drama) 
ICHSection,IntangibleCulturalHeritage 
SANGEETNATAKAKADEMI 

AnAutonomousBodyofMinistryofCulture,GovernmentofIndiaNew Delhi - 
110001 

 

 
Subject:FormalConsentfortheMultinational(Extension)NominationofHenna/Mehenditothe 

UNESCORepresentativeListofIntangibleCulturalHeritageofHumanity 

Resp.ShriSumanKumar, 

This letter serves as formal documentation of my unequivocal consent and strong 

endorsement for themultinational (extension) nomination ofHenna/Mehendi tothe 

UNESCORepresentativeListofIntangibleCulturalHeritageofHumanity. 

I,NimishaParekh,(ICNHA),Co-Founder&ChiefCreativeDirectorofMehndiCultrLLP,India, 

herebyexpressmyfullsupportforthisimportantinitiative.Foroverthreedecades,Ihavebeen 

dedicatedtothecomprehensiveexploration,practice,andglobaldisseminationof Henna/Mehendi asa 

multifaceted artform and cultural practice. 

Myprofessionalexperienceandcommunityengagementshaveprovidedmewithaunique 

perspectiveontheartistic,social,medicinal,andsymbolicdimensionsofHenna/Mehndi.My 

pioneeringworkinblendingtraditionalIndianartformslikeWarliArtandSikkuKolamwith 

Mehndidemonstratesmycommitmenttoinnovationandthepreservationofculturalheritage. 

ThisapproachhasnotonlyexpandedthecreativepossibilitiesofMehndibutalsofostereda 

deeperappreciationforitsroleasalivingandevolvingtradition. 

IfirmlybelievethatHenna/Mehndiconstitutesavitalanddynamiclivingheritage,deserving of 

international recognition and preservation. Its profound importance as an integral 

componentofhumanity’sculturalpatrimonyisundeniable. 

IfullysupporttheeffortsoftheSangeetNatakAkademiinpursuingthisnominationandaffirmmy 

commitmenttoproviding any necessary expertiseorassistancetofacilitateitssuccessful 

inclusionintheUNESCORepresentativeList. 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

NimishaParekh 

Co-Founder&ChiefCreativeDirector,MehndiCultrLLP,India 
 
 
 

 

+919374939396|mehndicultr@gmail.com 

mailto:mehndicultr@gmail.com


GulabsinghJohrimal 
 

 
We, Gulabsingh Johrimal, one of India’s oldest traditional perfumeries, proudly extend our 

support for the nomination of Henna as an extension to India’s UNESCO Intangible 

Cultural Heritage list. 

 

With a legacy spanning over two centuries, our institution has been dedicated to preserving 

and promoting India’s rich perfumery traditions, including the production of natural attars 

through the Deg Bhapka distillation method. Among our esteemed creations, GulHenna 

Attar holds a special place, embodying the cultural and historical significance of Henna in 

India’s aromatic heritage. 

 

We hereby provide our formal consent and extend our full support for this initiative. Thank 

you for this opportunity to contribute to the preservation of India’s rich cultural heritage. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

MukulGundhi 

Partner 

GulabsinghJohrimal 

ChandniChowk,Delhi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

HeadOffice 
320,DaribaKalan,Delhi-110006 
Ph:011-45501964 
+919810247305 
http://www.gulabsinghjohrimal.com 

Showroom 
467,ChandniChowk,Delhi-110006 
Ph:011-41708753 
+918368198540 
info@gulabsinghjohrimal.com 

http://www.gulabsinghjohrimal.com/
mailto:info@gulabsinghjohrimal.com


 



Consent letter 

 

I, Aleerikutty, 81 years old,resideat Unniyalungal House,Puthanpeedika,Parappanangadi. 
 
Since my childhood, I have been growing Mylanchi(henna)plants at home, grinding the leaves, 

and applying the paste to my hands and nails. Even at this age, on special occasions, my grandchildren 

apply Mylanchi on my hands, which brings me great joy. 

I believe that including Mylanchi in UNESCO’s heritage list would be highly beneficial in making 
future 

Generations aware of its cultural significance. 
 
Date: Name and Sign: 



 



 



Translation: 

 
IamFathima,a70-year-oldwomanfromaMalabarMuslimfamily.Hennahasbeenapartofourlives 

since childhood. When we were young, we girls would pick leaves fromthehenna plant in the 

yard,grindthemusingamortar,andapplythepasteonourhands.Itwasacommontradition during 

Eid and weddings. Over time, I continued this practice by making henna paste for my 

childrenandgrandchildren.IntheMuslimcommunity,itisconsideredSunnahtoapplymehndi 

onthehandsduringEids.Wealsousehennaonourheads,asitprovidesacoolingeffectand gives the 

hair a pale red tint. Henna has always been an integral part of our community and tradition. I 

am happy that it is being nominated for inclusion in UNESCO's heritage list. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 



I,Kanupriya,havebeenusingMehendiatvariousoccassions.Wevisitourlocalmarkettogetourhands 

and feet adorned during festivals like, Diwali and Karwa Chauth. My 

father/grandparentsapplyiton theirhairduringSummerstokeep themselvescoolandhealthy. 

 

 

I extend my support towards India's initiative to inscribe henna as a heritage element in 

UNESCO.Ibelievethatpreservingandcontinuingitspracticesisessentialtoupholdingourcultural 

customs and traditions. 

 

 

YoursSincerely, 
 

Kanupriya 

Date:21March,2025 



 



Date: 27/03/2025 

Place:Naduvannur,Kozhikode,kerala(India) 

 

 
I’mJuna Sherin KT, from a Muslim family in Malabar. I am writing to 

expressmyenthusiasticconsenttosharemyculturalheritage,specificallytheart 

of Mehndi. 

 
Mehandihas been a big part of my life since I was a kid.In our family and 

community,Mehndiisanessentialelementincelebrationslikeweddings, 

Eid,andotherjoyousoccasions.However,wedon'tneedaspecialreason to 

adorn our hands with Mehndi. In fact, many of our homes have Mehndi 

plants, and we would often pick the leaves to prepare the dye. 

 
Forme,MehndibringsbackNostalgicmemoriesandholdsgreatcultural 

significance.I'mgladtoseethatit'sbecomepopulareverywhere.I'mthrilled to 

see that Mehndi has gained immense popularity in recent years.Mehndi 

leavesarenotjustfordecoration,theyalsohaveamazingbenefitsforour hair! 

They help make our hair stronger, shinier, and healthier. 

 
Nowadays , people make beautiful and complicated designs with 

Mehndi.Manypeople,includinggirlsandboys,haveturnedMehndiintoa 

profession, earning a good income by creating stunning designs. It's 

wonderfultoseehowMehndihasbecomeasourceoflivelihoodforso many. 

 
I'malsohappytoknowthatMehndimightberecognizedbyUNESCOasan  

important part of our culture. 

 

 
Withlove 

JunasherinK.T 



 



 



ConsentLetter 

I, Swathi Surendran, pursuing PhD in Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhisuggests that the 

responsible growth and upkeep of henna plants are crucial for their social impact. Henna plants 

have been an integral part of our lives, offering a multitude of benefits. The leaves possess 

medicinal properties that soothe skin irritations, and also serve as a natural dye for hair. 

Additionally,hennaleavesareusedtocreateintricate mehandidesigns,makingthemacherished part of 

ourculturalheritage.IacknowledgeandsupporttheinclusionofhennainUNESCO’sheritagelist as a 

crucial step in safeguarding and promoting the traditional practices associated with this cultural 

element, ensuring its continuity for future generations. 

 

Date:27/03/2025 

Signature: 



Consentletter 
 
 

 
ISoumyaDubeystudentofMasterinJNU,NewDelhiHeenaisaplantbaseddyethatthathas  

been used for centuries in various culture for its cosmetic, medicinal ,and 

culturalsignificance.WeusedHeenaasanaturaldye,italsousedtotreatvariousskin 

issues,forhairgrowthetc.IrecognisethattheinclusionofUNESCOHeritagelistisa crucial 

step in safeguarding and promoting traditional practice associated with this culture 

element, ensuring it’s continuity for generations. 

 

 
Date-27/03/2025 

 



 



 



Date:28March’2025Delhi, 

India 

 
Hi! 

IhavebeenpractisinghennaartsinceIwas10yearsold.Attheageof24,Idecidedtolearnitfromaprofessional 

artist. Yash Joshi in Ahmedabad was my teacher and it was indeed an unforgettable experience. 

After coming back, I started working on my skills even more and that is when I quit my job to pursue 

it as my full-time career. I started my Instagram page as ‘Nirvana_henna’ , I named it nirvana 

because it gives me the freedom to express my emotions. Being a small business owner, I feel so 

honoured not only to be able to be financially independent but also to be able to provide 

employmentopportunitiesto studentsespeciallygirls.Thisartform issotraditional,therapeuticand a 

healer but I do not see henna artists being given much respect and recognition. Henna artists do not 

get a platform wherethey canexpress themselves freely. I believe thatartonly needs FREEDOM and 

nothingelsetobloom.Ifirmlybelievethatthisartformwillalsogetabeautifulspaceintheheartsof 

people.IfeeldeeplyhonouredtosupportIndia’sefforttonominatehennaforinclusioninUNESCO’s 

heritage list. 

 

 
Thank You 

AayushiMasand 

Owner-Nirvana_henna 

 



 



भारतीयप्रौद्योगिकीसंस्थागिाािா ா ाா ाா  

धीगिरपाल ज, गாПП ாाП ாंधीगिर, 

गா Пா П ¸जरात382 355 

INDIANINSTITUTEOFTECHNOLOGYGANDHINAGAR 

PALAJ,GANDHINAGAR,GUJARAT382355 

 
Dr.ManaShah 

Lecturer 
HumanitiesandSocialSciencesE- 
Mail:mana.shah@iitgn.ac.in 

 
 
 
 

 

March21,2025 

 

AsamemberoftheJaincommunity, Ihavewitnessedapplicationof Mehendi/Hennabeingpartof not just 

festivitieslikeweddingfunctionsoftheJaincommunity,butalsofestivitiesthatarepartofJainreligious 

ceremonies or rituals. These ceremonies include renunciation ceremony, consecration ceremony and 

Saṃghamāla ceremony of pilgrimages. 

IherebygivemyconsenttonominateHennaformultinational(Extension)forinclusionintheUNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 

 

ManaShah 

IIT
G

N
 

mailto:mana.shah@iitgn.ac.in


 

 



 

Nomination of‘ Henna’ for inclusion in the UNESCO’ s representative list of ICH of Humanity 

 

Letter of Consent 
 

 
To whom so ever it may concern, 

 

 
I wholeheartedly support the inclusion of Henna/Mehendi in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural 

Heritage list. Henna is deeply rooted in Indian tradition, symbolizing joy, prosperity, and celebration, 

especiallyinweddingsandfestivals.Beyonditsculturalsignificance,henna is a vital source of livelihood for 

millions. Farmers cultivate henna, boosting agriculture and rural economies, while artisans and mehendi 

artists sustain their families by skilfully applying intricate designs. From street vendors to professional 

artists, countless individuals depend on this age-old tradition for their income. 

 

The practice of applying mehendi fosters community bonding and reflects India’s rich artistic heritage. 

Recognizing it on a global platform will help preserve this tradition, support the artisans, and celebrate 

India’s diverse cultural legacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HimanshuDixit 

BusinessConsultant 

For-InfrascomSolutionsFZCO,Dubai 

InfrascomSolutionsPvt.Ltd.,India 
 

 

 

 

OfficeNo.DSO-IFZA-20509, IFZA Properties Building, Dubai Silicon Oasis, Dubai,UAE Ph: 
+91-7840874912 

E-Mail:himanshu.dixit@infrascom.net 

InfrascomSolutionsFZCO 

mailto:himanshu.dixit@infrascom.net
http://www.infrascom.net/
http://www.infrascom.net/


 



I, Saumya Sharma, a psychology major at Mata Sundari College, Delhi University, deeply 

acknowledge the cultural significance of henna in Hindu traditions. Henna is not merely an art 

form but a symbol of auspiciousness, beauty, and tradition. It holds a pivotal role in sacred 

occasions like Bhai Dooj, Raksha Bandhan, Diwali, and Griha Pravesh, where it represents 

prosperity, joy, and the blessings of our elders. 

Beyond its cultural importance, henna carries a deeply personal meaning for me. The rich scent, 

intricate designs, and deep hues evoke a profound sense of femininity and grace. It is a celebration 

of being a woman—of embracing beauty,tradition,and the strength that comes with it. Each stroke 

of henna on my hands feels like a connection to generations of women before me, who have 

adorned themselves with it as a mark of love, festivity, and identity. 

I here by give my consent for nomination of henna for UNESCO. 

Date- 27.03.2025 



 



 



 

 



ConsentLetter 
 

 

Date:28/03/2025 

 

We, at Amina Group, take immense pride in preserving and promoting Henna (Mehendi) as a 

culturalandtraditionalartform.Sinceourinceptionin1990,Amina Group has remained dedicated to 

offering pure, herbal, and natural Henna-based products, ensuring that this ancient practice 

continues to thrive globally. 

 

With over 45 years of expertise, Amina Herbal Mehendi has been at the forefront of producing 

premium-quality 100% natural and herbal Henna, making it accessible to individuals worldwide. 

As an ISO 9001:2008 certified company, we are committed to maintaining the highest standards 

of purity and safety in our products. 

 

Henna has been an integral part of India’s cultural heritage, symbolizing auspiciousness, beauty, 

and self-expression. As one of India’s leading manufacturers of Mehendi, we recognize our 

responsibility in upholding and continuing this legacy. The inclusion of Henna in UNESCO’s 

Intangible Cultural Heritage list is a significant step toward safeguarding its traditional practices 

and ensuring its continuity for future generations. 

 

We specialize in manufacturing high-quality Mehendi cones and Mehendi haircolor. 

 

We have a strong and deeply rooted presence across Central India, with our products widely 

available in beauty and general stores, as well as modern retail chains 

 

Therefore, we wholeheartedly extend our support and consent for this initiative and commend the 

efforts being taken to preserve and promote Henna as an essential part of India’s rich cultural 

identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bestregards, 

 

 

 

IbrahimRaja 

Director 

AminaHennaHerbalIndiaPrivateLimited 



I, Shriya Sharma, a freelance journalist and a master’s student from Jamia Millia Islamia. As a 

storyteller, who is deeply engaged in exploring culture and human experiences, I wholeheartedly 

recognizetheculturalandemotionalsignificanceofhennainIndiantraditions.Hennaisnotjustan 

ornamental art—it is an emblem of celebration, heritage, and the unspoken bonds that tie 

generationstogether.FromfestivalslikeKarvaChauthandTeejtoweddingsandsacredrituals,henna 

signifies prosperity, joy, and the warmth of familial blessings. 

For me,henna is more than a ritual—it is an experience,a language of tradition written on the skin. 

The earthy fragrance, the meticulous patterns, and the anticipation of its deepening hue symbolize 

patience, beauty, and resilience. Each swirl and motif feels like a tribute to the countless women 

before me who have adorned themselves in its artistry, carrying forward a legacy of love and 

festivity. 

With deep admiration for its cultural richness ,I give my full consent to the nomination of henna 

for UNESCO recognition. 

 

 
Date-28.03.2025 
 

 



 



I,[VIKASRATHEE], serving as Assistant Professor, Department of History,Central 

University of Punjab],affirm that the cultivation, irrigation, care, and maintenance of the henna 

plant hold significant social responsibility. This is due to its vital role in economic growth and its 

contributiontosustainableenvironmentaldevelopment.Werecognizethattheinclusionofhenna in 

UNESCO’s heritage list is a crucial step in safeguarding and promoting the traditional practices 

associated with this cultural element, ensuring its continuity for future generations. 

 

Date:28/03/2023 

Signature:[Signed] 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

Date:29thMarch 2025 

To, 

The Secretary, 

Sangeet Natak Akademi 

NewDelhi–110001 
 

 
Subject:Support for Recognizing Henna as India’s Intangible Cultural Heritage and Living 

Tradition 

 

 
RespectedSir/Madam, 
 

 
The Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce & Industry (SGCCI) strongly supports the 

recognition of Henna(Mehndi)as an Intangible Cultural Heritage and Living Tradition of India. 

For centuries, henna has been an integral part of India’s cultural identity, deeply embedded 
in our 

Social customs, festivals , and ceremonial traditions. 

From bridal rituals to religious and festive celebrations, henna symbolizes joy, 

prosperity,and artistic expression across diverse communities. Its intricate designs and 

traditional 

Applications reflect India’s craftsmanship, heritage, and intergenerational knowledge 

Transfer. 

Recognizing henna as an Intangible Cultural Heritage under UNESCO’s Representative List 

will ensure its preservation, promote its global appreciation, and encourage 

artisans who sustain this 

age-old tradition. 

SGCCI urges Sangeet Natak Akademi to advocate for the inclusion of henna in UNESCO’s list, 

reinforcing its significance as a cherished cultural art form. We extend our full support to 

this endeavor and look forward to your positive consideration. 



 
Thank you for your efforts in safeguarding India’s rich cultural heritage. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Vijay Mevawala, 

President 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Vyom Alpeshkumar Shah 
C/2, Vatsal Appartment, Nr. R. H. Kapadia New High School, 

Ramdevnagar, Satellite, Ahmedabad – 380015 

 

 
Dt. 04 July, 2025 

 

 

To, 

Shri Suman Kumar 

Deputy Secretary (Intangible Cultural Heritage/Drama) 

SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI 

(An Autonomous Body of Ministry of Culture, Government of India) 

New Delhi – 110001 
 
 

 
Subject: Revised Consent Letter and Inputs for UNESCO Nomination of 

Henna/Mehendi 

 

 
Respected sir, 

 
As an independent researcher who has read Jaina literature in Saṃskṛta and Prākṛta 

for over six years, I support the view that Henna/Mehendi is an intangible cultural 

heritage of India. The following statements support my view: 

 

 
1. The reference to the medicinal herb called “timira”, also known as 

Nakharañjana (lit. meaning – colouring of nails) and Mehandī (Lawsonia 

Inermis Linn), is recorded in the earliest Jaina canonical texts – Bhagavatī 

Sūtra 21/18 (dated 5th century BCE). 

 
2. A reference to practice resembling to applying Mehandī is found in Iḷaṅkō 

Aįikaḷ’s Cilappatikāram. In 5.59-67, it mentions 6Bഥ̇ഥഥ̇BḂg@ഥ̇y 

(cempañcukkuḻampu) which means extract of red cotton. This extract was 

applied to the feet as embellishment. Dr. K. Veni Devi has recorded this in 

their thesis. 

https://archive.org/details/shdgnga.tamilagam-ad-300_ad-600/page/203/mode/2up


3. The word “mahindi” is also noted by Gujarati Jaina poet – Ānandaghana 

[17th century] in one of his stavana (praise) - 
 

 ഥഥഥ ഥഥഥ íഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ, ഥłഥഥഥ ñഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ ഥłഥഥഥഥג ഥഥג

ഥഥ ഥ ഥഥഥ ഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ, ഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥഥഥ. 2 

- ഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ 

 
Translation: 

prēma pratīta rāga ruci raṁgata, pahirē jīnī 

sārī 

mahiṁdī bhakti raṁga kī rācī, bhāva aṁjana 

sukhakārī 

- āja suhāgana nārī 

 

The love appears coloured as wished, due to interest. Mahendī (applied) is made 

out of devotion and hence like añjana to the (auspicious) sentiments. 

 

 
4. 19th century stavanas (praise) by Vīracandravijaya and Śubhavīravijaya also 

mention practice of applying “mehandi” in hands. 

ഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥ ഥഥ ഥഥഥ 

łഥłഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥ ഥഥ...ഥ 

- ഥഥഥഥ¤gഥഥഥഥ - ഥഥഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥഥ ഥഥഥഥഥ (ഥഥഥഥ) 

Translation: 

nayaṇa kājala dayā dēkhaṇī rē hāṁ 

kiriyā hāthē maṁhadī rēkhaṇī rē...9 

- vīracandravijaya - aṁtaraṁga kuṭuṁba kabīlā (1852) 

 

The looking up to (practice of) kindness is like the applying of kājala to eyes. 

The practice is like putting the lines of Mehandī in hand. 
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vaḷī garabā ghara ghara gāvatī, su. paga hāthēṁ mēṁdī 

lagāvatī, su.; 

mēlē khēlē jānē jatī, su. nara najarē āḷasa mōḍatī, su.5 

 

- śubhavīravijaya - dhammillakumāracaritra 

 

 

Translation: 



Singing the songs of Garabā, applying Mehandi on hands and feet, playfully 

going to the jāna (wedding procession) and showing laziness in the sight of men. 
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