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Collectorate, Saharsa
(District Arts and Culture Office)

Email Id- dacosaharsa@gmail.com
Letter No. 376/ Dated - 16.09.25

Nomination of Chhath Festival for Inclusion in UNESCO's Representative List of Humanitarian
Cultural Heritage (ICH)

Consent I etter

Chhath Festival is a unique and ancient festival within India's rich cultural tradition. This
festival, dedicated to Sun worship, is celebrated with great reverence, devotion, and discipline,
primarily in Bihar, Jharkhand, eastern Uttar Pradesh, and the Terai regions of Nepal. Its

significance is evident at all four levels: religious, cultural, environmental, and social.

Religiously, the Chhath Festival is rooted in Vedic tradition. On this occasion, devotees
offer prayers to the setting and rising Sun. The Sun is considered a visible deity, as it is the
source of life, energy, and health. Additionally, by worshipping Chhathi Maiya or Usha,
considered the sister of the Sun, people seek blessings for children, happiness, prosperity, and
health. The most important aspect of this festival is the 36-hour waterless fast, which provides

self-purification, patience, and spiritual strength.

Culturally, Chhath presents a wonderful example of unity and harmony in society.
Irrespective of caste, class, gender and religion, people worship together at rivers, ponds, and
ghats. Traditional folk songs and fasting songs create a devotional atmosphere. Cleaning the
courtyard and preparing prasad like thekua on a clay stove and offerings made from other natural

ingredients keep rural culture and the indigenous lifestyle alive.

Chhath is also important from an environmental perspective. The collective cleaning of
water bodies and ghats before the festival conveys the message of environmental protection. The
natural vitamin D obtained from sunlight is beneficial for health.

From a social perspective, Chhath festival strengthens self-control, simplicity, and the
spirit of service. Family and community members come forward to help each other, fostering

mutual brotherhood and cooperation.

In short, Chhath is not just a religious ritual but a grand festival to express gratitude to



nature, the Sun, and water. It imparts invaluable messages of self-control, cleanliness,
environmental protection, and collectivism, which contribute to a balanced and meaningful

human life. Such a unique festival must be included in the world's cultural heritage.

Vishwasbhajan
District Art and Culture Officer, Saharsa

16/09/25
Collectorate, Begusarai
District Arts and Culture Office
Email:dacobegusarai@gmail.com
Address: Pratham Tal, Kargil Vijay Sabha Bhawan, Collectorate, Begusarai

Sender: Shyam Kumar Sahni
District Arts and Culture Officer
Begusarai

To:

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

Subject: Consent to Nominate Chhath Mahaparva for UNESCO Representative List

Sir,

It is respectfully stated that the Department of Arts, Culture and Youth, Begusarai,
which is engaged in the preservation and promotion of intangible cultural heritage in Begusarai
district, including Bihar, extends its consent and support for the nomination of this great
festival of our folk faith. As is well known, Chhath festival, a unique festival of Sun worship, is
celebrated in many countries around the world, including Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
eastern Uttar Pradesh, and the Terai regions of Nepal.

The Mahaparva has been celebrated in various regions for generations. Chhath has been a bond
that binds communities together; its rituals foster nature worship, environmental balance,
inclusiveness, and community unity. Our department has played an active role in documenting
and promoting community activities related to the Chhath festival and will continue to
contribute to its preservation and promotion.

We confirm that this nomination represents the collective consensus of all artists and cultural
workers associated with the department.



Yours faithfully

District Arts and Culture Officer

Begusarai
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PARIKSHIT MAHATO CHHAU ACADEN
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Parikshit Mahato Chhau Academy
Vill Kherabera, PO Barmasia, PS-Chandankiyari, DT- Bokaro, Jharkhand
CER_3-1-2023 2024/5860
Mobile No. 8969272435, 8969916650
Email: rakeshmahato15031994@gmail.com

Ref. No. PMCAO001 Date 15/09/2025 Chhath Puja - a living tradition

Chhath Puja is one of India's oldest and most vibrant traditions. It is
celebrated with great enthusiasm primarily in Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, and the Terai regions of Nepal.

Key aspects that make Chhath Puja a vibrant tradition include:

(1) direct connection to nature and the environment

(2) development of a sense of community unity

(3) a popular festival of peace and simplicity

(4) transfer of folk songs and cultural heritage from one generation to
another

(5) main role of women

Since ancient times, people have been nature worshippers and have visited
the Sun God by staying in nature. Chhath festival is dedicated to the Sun
God and the Goddess Chhathi Maiya (Usha).

This festival 1s celebrated to worship the Sun God and express gratitude for
his life-giving light and energy.

This festival is celebrated on the Shashthi tithi of the Shukla Paksha of the
month of Kartika. The Chhath festival also falls in the month of Chaitra. It is
called Chaiti Chhath.

The Significance of Chhath Festival

* This festival is considered to express gratitude towards the environment
and nature.
* In this festival, along with the worship of the sun, water, air, and the



elements of the earth are honored.
* Chhath Festival symbolizes social harmony and family unity. * There
is no ambiguity in this festival; people of all castes and classes worship
together
» Worshiping the Sun provides energy, strength, and health to the body. .

.
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ACTOR, DIRECTOR
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Date: 13/09/2025

To:
Nodal Authority,
Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Ministry of Culture, Government of India



Subject: Nomination of Chhath Mahaparva for UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage List

Dear Sir/Madam,

We, Lok Kalyan, Barauni, Begusarai, working for the preservation and protection of intangible cultural
heritage in Bihar, express our consent and support for the nomination of Chhath Mahaparva.

For generations, Chhath Puja has been celebrated with great zeal in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand,
and other regions, bringing communities together. It embodies the principles of nature worship,
sustainable balance, inclusivity, and communal harmony.

Our organization has actively participated in documenting the rituals, folk songs, and community
involvement associated with Chhath Puja and will continue to contribute to its preservation. We hope
this nomination reflects the collective consent and representation of the community and society.

Sincerely,

Ravi Verma

Desna Village

9534445159

raviagrca@gmail.com
Mob No.
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O 07766044089 0 09162134770

Email id
Shri Shri 1008 Chhath Pooja Samiti

Lakshinarayan, Kali Mandir
Collectorate Ghat, Patna - 800 001

Mob No.............. Email id...............

To

Nodal Authority,

Amoorat Sanskritik Virasat
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India

Subject: Consent to the Nomination of Chhath Mahaparva as a Representative
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity



Sir,

We, the signatories, Presidents (Shri Shri 1008 Chhath Puja Committee), Laxminarayan
Kali Temple, Collectorate Ghat, Patna, who are the bearers of the rituals, traditions, and
preservation of Chhath Mahaparva, hereby give our full and wholeheartedly consent to
the nomination of Chhath Mahaparva on UNESCO's List of Representative Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

There is no place for social discrimination in Chhath Mahaparva, rich, poor, young and
old, men and women all stand together on one ghat and worship Lord Bhaskar (Sun).

Therefore, we give our full consent to the nomination.

President Secretary

Varfani Baba Rohit Kumar Vicky Mob. No. - 7766044089 Mob. No. 9162134770
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Kilkari , Bihar Bal Bhawan

To

Secretary

Sangeet Natak Akademi

Ministry of Culture, Government of India
35 Ferozeshah Road, Rabindra Bhawan
New Delhi— 110001

Sub: Inclusion of the Chhath Mahaparv in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage

Sir/Ma’am,

We, Kilkari Bal Bhawan are an autonomous body functioning under the aegis of Education
Ministry of the Bihar Government.

Our organisation has been working for the last 16 years to conduct creative, educational and
cultural activities for the holistic development of the children in the age group of 8 to 16. The
main objective of Kilkari is to develop creativity, cultural consciousness, social harmony and
sensitivity towards Indian folk traditions in children.

In this direction, our institution has been committed to the preservation and promotion of
Indian intangible cultural heritage. Accordingly, we fully support the proposal for nomination of
Chhath Mahaparva as Intangible Cultural Heritage and give consent on behalf of our institution.

Chhath Puja is a unique example of Indian culture that reinforces values such as nature worship,
social harmony, family togetherness, community participation and environmental
consciousness. This festival has been celebrated with faith, reverence and tradition for
generations, especially in different parts of India including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and
also among the Indian Diaspora communities.

Activities related to Chhath Mahaparv have been organized by Kilkari from time to time, such as
folk songs, traditional art workshops, programs for the knowledge of Chhath tradition among
children, audio-visual documentation and interaction with the local community. These efforts
not only connect the children with their cultural roots but also ensure continuity of folk
traditions. We at Kilkari give our consent for the inclusion of this sacred and universal cultural
tradition to be enlisted in the Representative List of The Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO.

Yours Sincerely
Anita Thakur
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To

Secretary

Sangeet Natak Akademi

Ministry of Culture

Government of India

35 Ferozeshah Road, Rabindra Bhawan
New Delhi — 110001

Subject: For the inclusion of Chhath Mahaparv in the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage

Kilkari Bihar Bal Bhawan, Chhapra Saran is an autonomous institution of Education
Department, Bihar, functioning for the last 3 years for conducting creative, educational and
cultural activities for the all round development of children in the age group of 8 to 16 years. The
main objective of Kilkari is to develop creativity, cultural consciousness, social harmony and
sensitivity towards Indian folk traditions in children.

In this direction, our institution has been committed to the preservation and promotion of Indian
Intangible Cultural Heritage. Accordingly, we fully support the proposal for nomination of
Chhath Mahaparva as Intangible Cultural Heritage and concur with our institution.

Chhath Puja is a unique example of Indian culture that reinforces values such as nature worship.
It reinforces values such as social harmony, family solidarity, collective participation and
environmental consciousness. The festival is mainly celebrated in Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh and other parts of the country. This festival has been celebrated with faith, reverence
and tradition for generations also amongst the Indian Diaspora communities.

Activities related to Chhath Mahaparva have been organized by Kilkari from time to time, such
as folk songs, traditional art workshops, programmes to spread awareness about Chhath tradition
among children, audio-visual documentation and interaction with local communities. This effort
not only connects the children with their cultural heritage but also ensures continuity of folk
tradition.

We Kilkari Bihar Bal Bhawan, Chhapra Saran agree to lend our full support to nominate this

sacred and universal cultural tradition, Chhath Mahaparva in the UNESCO Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Your sincerely
Meera Kumari

eg. No : 2337/2008-09 (Govt of Bihar)

SABERA
KALA

KENDRA ate



Ref. No.

An Educational

Cultural and
Soclal

Organization

Date

Patna4

1265sQE20221
AS0265Q

AAEAS
AAI

No
026sQF20231 AAEA



800004
Osaberakalakendrapatna@ gmail.com

Head Office : Bhikhna Pahari, Patna -

Cor. Office: Vikash Colony, Sandalpur, Kumhrar, Patna- 800007 a 9931445078
To

Nodal Authority

Ministry Of Culture

Government of India

Subject: Acquiescence to nominate Chhath Mahaparva in UNESCO Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage.



We, Sabera Kala Kendra, which has been working for the preservation and promotion of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in folk dance, give our consent for the inclusion of Chhath
Mahaparv in the representative List of Intangible Heritage of UNESCO. For generations,
Chhath has been uniting communities in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and other regions. It
is a symbol of ritual nature-worship, ecological balance, inclusiveness and community unity.
Our organization has played an active role in the documentation, promotion and inducing
community activities related to the Chhath festival and will continue to contribute to its
preservation even in the future.

We affirm that this nomination represents the collective consensus of seekers, communities and
institutions.

Yours Sincerely

Secretary
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To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent to Nominate Chhath Mahaparva as a Representative Intangible
Cultural Heritage
Sir,

We, the signatory members of Shri Surya Mandir Badgaon Dham, the bearer of the rituals,
traditions, and preservation of Chhath Mahaparva, hereby express our full and unhesitating
consent to the nomination of Chhath Mahaparva to UNESCO's List of Representative Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Chhath Mahaparva is imbued with community participation, the transmission of traditions from
generation to generation, respect for nature, and a spirit of gender equality. It encompasses
collective knowledge, oral traditions, folk songs, rituals, and practices related to the worship of
the Sun and Chhathi Maiya.

Our community has been actively involved in promoting and preserving this festival for
generations and is committed to passing it on to future generations. Its international recognition
will further strengthen our conservation efforts.

Therefore, we give our full consent to its nomination and also assure that we will continue to
play an active role in its conservation and promotion in the future.

Shri Surya Kshetra Panda Committee
Bargaon Village






Aungari Dham Trust
Nalanda

To
Nodal Officer
Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

Subject: Consent on nominating the Chhath Mahaparva (the grand celebration of the Chhath) to the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Madam/Sir,

The Chhath Maharparv is celebrated in the Dwapar era’s Aungari Dham since the time immortal. Lord
Krishna’s grandson established 12 peethas (the religious seats) across India and Aungari Dham is one of
them. Apart from the celebration of the Kartik (winter) and Chaitra (spring) Chhath parvas, a weekly
celebration is also held every Sunday. People realize their wishes and receive boons after having the holy
bath (snana) in the sarovara (the pond) and offering religious devotion (pooja) and by offering donations
to the poor. During the times of the Chhath, lakhs of devotees from across the country congregate here
to worship of the Chhath Mata. The Chhath vratees (those who have taken a four day vows during the
Chhath worship) observe all the religious rituals and receive blessings. Establishment of the Aungari
Dham trust has paved the way for provision of a number of facilities to the devotees. The Bihar
Government has accorded the Chhath Pooja Mela the status of the State Celebration, which has only
boosted the acceptance of the Dham on a social level.

Signed by Rambhooshan Dayal

Chairman

Aungari Dham Trust

Nalanda

Letter of Consent

Nomination of Chhath Mahaparv for inclusion in the UNESCO Representative List of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

Date: 11 September 2025

The Secretary

Sangeet Natak Akademi
35, Feroze Shah Road
Rabindra Bhavan

New Delhi — 110001

Subject: Consent for Nomination of Chhath Mahaparv
Dear Sir,
I, Miss Ekisha Singh, Author, Cultural Researcher, and Visual Storyteller, hereby extend
my full consent and support for the nomination of Chhath Mahaparv to be included in

UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Chhath Mahaparv is one of the most profound cultural and spiritual traditions of India, deeply



rooted in reverence for the Sun God (Surya) and the natural elements. Beyond being a ritual of
devotion, it embodies an ecological consciousness, intergenerational wisdom, and a collective
spirit of discipline and harmony with nature—values that remain timeless and urgent in our
contemporary world.

As an age-old living tradition, Chhath Mahaparv continues to evolve while safeguarding its
essence of faith, resilience, and sustainability. Its widespread observance across communities
and regions in India and abroad underscores its universality and cultural depth.

As a visual storyteller, I strive to illuminate and interpret living traditions like Chhath
Mahaparv, transforming intangible heritage into narratives that foster empathy, cultural
awareness, and a spirit of preservation. I am convinced that UNESCQO’s recognition of this
festival will not only deepen global appreciation for India’s rich cultural legacy but also
inspire future generations to honour, celebrate, and carry forward this radiant tradition of
“Sun worship”.

I therefore wholeheartedly endorse this nomination.

With profound regards, Storyteller

Yours Sincerely,

Ekisha Singh

Murti Makan Building, Maipura, GPO Patna,
Patna — 8000001

singhekisha@gmail.com +91 9974648127
Author of Chhath — Worshipping the Sun and
Nurturing Nature

Miss Ekisha Singh
Author | Cultural Researcher | Visual

Abhishek Kumar senior Fellow (Ministry of Culture, Government of India) Tagore National
Scholar (Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, India)
International Ford Fellow (University of London, United Kingdom)
International Arts for Good Fellow, Disability Arts (SIF, Singapore)
Grantee (Sangeet Natak Akademi, India)
MA in Arts Administration; Cultural Policy; Philosophy, PhD in Education Policy
Lead, Teacher Education (Humana People to People India, India)
Work Areas: Education, Arts-integrated Pedagogy, Cultural Heritage & Theatre

Consent Letter L. No.: CL/2024-25/001; Date: 14 September 2025

To,
The Secretary
Sangeet Natak Akademi, Ministry of Culture, New Delhi

Subject: Regarding nominating 'Chhath Mahaparva' as a Multinational Nomination for inclusion in the
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity [Reference: F.No.
ICH/UNESCO/2024- 2025/111/Email; 11 September 2025]

Sir/ Madam,

With immense pleasure, | would like to provide my consent for inclusion of 'Chhath Mahaparva' in the
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The Great Festival of Chhath, a vibrant emblem of joy and unwavering faith, resonates across



numerous Indian states, and even extends its reach to distant shores. This celebration is a symbol of
identity for agrarian cultures, deeply intertwined with the sentiments of roughly one-third of India’s
populace. At its heart, Chhath Mahaparva is a profound tribute to nature's harmony and a principle
essential for the sustenance of human life. This is symbolically embodied in the veneration of the Sun
God (Surya), the very source of life on Earth, and Chhathi Maiya, the revered goddess of creation.
Devotees, both men and women, stand in the waters of rivers or ponds to present offerings of grains,
milk, and fruits to the rising and setting sun, while simultaneously praying to Chhathi Maiya. This
festival is a beautiful example of Loka-Veda, the unification of folk traditions and scholastic quests.
While the folk faith in nature is evident in the worship of the Sun, it concurrently celebrates the
mythological reverence for creation itself. Chhathi Maiya is not only a deity associated with childbirth
and agricultural success but also a manifestation of the goddess Katyayani, the sixth form of Goddess
Durga. The legends surrounding the festival's origins reveal its universal appeal, transcending social
strata. Some tales narrate a poignant dialogue between a common farmer and the sun god, Dinkar,
while others depict the gods fulfilling the wishes of kings and queens. Though celebrated in different
months- Kartik (November), Chaitra (April) and at some places in the month of Bhadra (September),
the primary rituals always commence on the sixth day (Shashthi) after the new moon, with preparations
beginning long in advance. The Kartik Chhath, for instance, emerges from the festivities of Diwali. The
festival is enriched by a vibrant tapestry of artistic and cultural practices. The air fills with beautiful
songs, creating a divinely serene atmosphere. Local artisans craft intricate baskets and earthen pots to
carry the sacred offerings, embodying a deep connection to the land. This festival, with its rigorous
rituals and vibrant colors, stands as a fabulous example of intangible cultural heritage of humanity, a
living, flawless tradition that resides eternally in the hearts of its people.

With best wishes.

Regards,
Abhishek Kumar

+91 9974648127
Author of Chhath — Worshipping the Sun and Nurturing Nature

16/2025 15-09-25+91-9905209313

To,

The Secretary,
Sangeet Natak Akademi,
35,Firoz Shah Road,Rabindra Bhavan, New Delhi — 110001

Subject: Consent for inclusion of Chhath Festival in the UNESCO Representative List of



the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of Humanity

Respected Sir/Madam,

We, Bhangima, Patna— a Maithili Theatre and Cultural Organization, hereby express our full
consent and support for the nomination of Chhath Festival to the UNESCO Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Chhath Festival is celebrated with utmost devotion, faith, and community participation not only
in the Mithila and Purvanchal regions but also across several states of India and among
diaspora communities worldwide. This festival, dedicated to Surya (the Sun God) and
Nature Worship, embodies a living tradition of environmental harmony, gender equality
in participation, community solidarity, and discipline in social life.

Recognition of Chhath Festival as an Intangible Cultural Heritage will not only provide international acknowledgment to the
traditions of Mithila and North India but will also inspire humanity at large to reconnect with Nature, Spirituality, and Sustainable
Living.

Therefore, Bhangima Natya Sanstha, Patna, whole heartedly gives its consent for the
inclusion of Chhath Festival in the UNESCO ICH Representative List.

Sincerely,

SurendraAcharya President
Bhangima, Patna
EmaillD-:bhangima.patna@amail.com

#AT.:9905209313,RegdOffice:
L-2/33,P.1.TColony,Kankarbagh,Patna,Bihar—800020
Website:www.bhangima.inFacebookpage:https://www.facebook.com/bhangima






Purvodaya
(Regn. No.: S/RS/DW(SW)/391/2018)

Subject: Support for inclusion of Chhath Mahaparv in UNESCQO’s Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH).

Respected Sir,

Through this letter, we would like to inform you that Purvodaya, a socio-cultural organization
registered under the Societies Registration Act, wholeheartedly welcomes and supports the
efforts of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, and the Sangeet Natak Akademi for the
inclusion of Chhath Mahaparv in UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

Chhath Mahaparv is an ancient festival deeply rooted in the cultural, social, and spiritual
traditions of India. It is celebrated with great devotion and discipline, reflecting values of purity,
harmony, environmental awareness, and community solidarity. Generations of people have
safeguarded and transmitted this tradition with immense dedication.

Our organization strongly supports the inclusion of Chhath Mahaparv in the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, and we have no objection in this regard.

Sincerely,

Ajay Jha

President, Purvodaya

Vipin Garden, Uttam Nagar
New Delhi — 110059
Mobile: 7683010770

No. 25/2025

Date: 14 September 2025

To

The Secretary

Sangeet Natak Akademi

Rabindra Bhavan, Ferozeshah Road
New Delhi — 110001

Subject: Inclusion of Chhath Puja in UNESCQO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural

Heritage (ICH). Respected Sir,

We would like to submit that Achhinjal is a socio-cultural organization, registered under the
Societies Registration Act. Our organization appreciates the efforts being made by the Ministry
of Culture, Government of India, for the inclusion of Chhath Puja in UNESCO’s Representative
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH). We welcome the initiative of the Sangeet Natak
Akademi in this regard.

Our organization supports the inclusion of Chhath Puja in UNESCO’s Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), and we have no objection to the same.



Yours sincerely,
Mukesh Kumar Jha
General Secretary

ACHHINJAL
A-515, Buddha Marg, Mandawali, Delhi — 110092
E-mail: achhinjal@gmail.com









Date: 15/09/2025

To,

Nodal Agency,

Intangible Cultural Heritage,

Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

Subject: Consent for nomination of Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCOQO's Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

I, Vikram Kumar Thakur, resident of Mohan Bahiyaam, Sakri, Madhubani, Bihar, and a lifelong
practitioner/promoter of Chhath Mahaparv, through this letter, provide my full consent and
support for nominating Chhath Mahaparv to the Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO.

This festival is a symbol of our identity, social harmony, and environmental awareness. |
wholeheartedly support its recognition at the international level and pledge to continue working
to ensure it reaches future generations.

Sincerely,
(Signature)
Vikram Kumar Thakur

Contact:
Mohan Bahiyaam, Sakri, Madhubani, Bihar
(Mobile Number: 7061496104)



District Administration, Begusarai

(District Art and Culture Office, Begusarai)

Email: [dacobegusarai@gmail.com](mailto:dacobegusarai@gmail.com)

Address — First Floor, District Planning Office Building, Collectorate Campus, Begusarai

Letter No.: 263/



Date: 13/09/25

Sender:

Shyam Kumar Sahani

District Art and Culture Officer
Begusarai

To:

Nodal Office

Amrit Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

Subject:Cooperation in nominating representatives for the UNESCO list of Chhath

festival. Respected Sir/Madam,

It is to inform you that the Art, Culture, and Youth Department Office of Begusarai, which, along
with the district of Begusarai in Bihar, is working for the preservation and conservation of the
Amrit Cultural Heritage.

We seek your kind cooperation and support in nominating Mr. Shyam Kumar Sahani for the
prestigious nomination.

As you are aware, Chhath festival is a major sun-worshipping festival observed with great
devotion in several states of India including Bihar, Jharkhand, Eastern Uttar Pradesh, and the
Terai region of Nepal, as well as in many countries across the world.

Since ancient times, this festival has been celebrated as a confluence of human society in
various sectors. It is deeply rooted in nature-based environment conservation, social harmony,
and communal unity.

Our department has played an active role in encouraging, promoting, and supporting activities
related to Chhath Mahaparv. We continue to contribute to its conservation and sensitization.
We affirm that this nomination represents the collective cooperation of all artists and cultural
workers associated with this department.

Yours faithfully,
(Signature)

Shyam Kumar Sahani
Date: 13/09/2025

District Art and Culture Officer
Begusarai

Letter No — 401/2025Date : 14- Sep 2025

Subject: Consent for Nomination of Chhath Mahaparva to
the UNESCO Representative On behalf of Kulkul Jha
Trust, which has been actively

engaged in the safeguarding



and Mahaparva for inclusion in the UNESCO
Representative List of Intangible Cultural

To,

The Nodal Authority, ICH

For generations, Chhath Mahaparva has united
communities across Bihar, Uttar

Ministry of Culture

Government of India

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity



Respected Sir/Madam,

promotion of intangible cultural heritage in the Mithila
region and beyond, | am pleased to extend our full
consent and wholehearted support to the nomination of
Chhath

Heritage of Humanity.

Pradesh, Jharkhand, and several other regions of India.
Its rituals and practices Bhawesh Kumar Jha

embody reverence for natural elements, sustainability,
inclusivity, and communal harmony—values that deeply
resonate with the objectives of cultural preservation.
Kulkul Jha Trust

Our trust has been directly involved in documenting,
promoting, and facilitating community-led practices
related to Chhath Mahaparva. We remain fully committed
to safeguarding its authenticity and ensuring the
continuity of this living tradition for future generations.

We affirm that this nomination



reflects the aspirations and consent of practitioners,
bearers, and supporting organizations. We also welcome
the opportunity to contribute further to safeguarding
measures and collaborative initiatives under the guidance
of the Ministry of Culture.

Sincerely,
Secretary

+91-9560676743
HIT vr

zforo O : 3118

ZTtd: 2009 AIStfMo To - 21, 1860

fareroigi, grtoa, HTITGgZ-812001 (farsr), tO :

99394427763 o,

The Secretary
Sangeet Natak Academy
Ministry of Culture, New Delhi

Sub: Letter of Consent for the Nomination of Chhath Puja for Possible
Inscription on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, UNESCO

A task assigned by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India through the
implementing agency of the Sangeet Natak Academy New Delhi to prepare a



nomination dossier for the inclusion of Chhath Puja on the Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, UNESCO.

We are highly delighted to learn about the nomination process of Chhath Puja
for possible inscription in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity, UNESCo.

We strongly believe from our heart that Chhath Puja, since ancient times, has been
one of the most important socio-cultural festivals of India. The festival reflects
people's aspirations, deep reverence for nature, the Sun and water bodies, and
promotes social harmony. Millions of devotees from all sections of society
participate in this festival every year. We are quite hopeful that Chhath Puja's

inscription in the list shall give the festival an international recognition and prestige
that it truly deserves.

Name: A NIALI cc Hos
Gender: -fEMALe

Designation: - SECRETARY

Organization:

Address and Contact number: - NAND LAL nISHRA LANE, > U RKHTKAL,

ANIHI SHAG ALPuR BIHAR 8 200 |

TTLKAn

Association with the festival:

"Our organization has been associated with the celebration of Chhath Puja for the
last 25 years. We have been actively involved in organizing and supporting the
rituals, safety and dleanliness of river banks/ghats, cultural programmes and
awareness campaigns about environmental aspects of Chhath Puja in our region.
Devotees from various castes, creeds, and communities come together in our
events, which highlights the festival's unique inclusive character."

Key Features of Chhath Puja:

> Worship of the Sun God and Chhathi Maiya with deep reverence
for nature and environmental conservation.

>A four-day festival marked by fasting, purity, water conservation,
devotional folk songs, and active community participation.

> A celebration that transcends bariers of caste, class, gender, and
religion, promoting social harmony and unity.

Years of association with the festival: 25 Years

We strongly feel that Chhath Puja needs international recognition by UNESCO.



We hope that Chhath Puja shall get its deserved place in near future.

(Signature)

Name

Designation

pee 1 5J09/20 25






























TO fogat 15.09.2025

THE SECRETARY,

SANGEET NATAK ACADEMY,

35, FEROZ SHAH ROAD, RAVINDRA BHAWAN,
NEW DELHI — 110001

SUB:- For nomination of 'Chhath Festival' for inclusion in the Representative List Of
UNESCO's Inherited Cultural Heritage (ICH

DEAR SIR

Chhath is the great festival of Bihar. Not only Bihar but millions of people of the world are
connected to it in religious, spiritual and emotional terms. The folk tradition of Chhath has been
going on since Ancient times. It is a supernatural ritual of sun worship. Men and women
perform it to achieve human desires. The materials used in Chhath Puja, fruits etc. are

obtained from nature. In a way, itis a

festival of conservation of nature. Along with this, it also sends the message of cleanliness of
sea,

River, pond and other water bodies, which is in favor of protecting the environment. Bihar
Mahotsav Samiti has been performing folk cultural rituals with public cooperation since 2003

without any

government grant. In our presentations, the staging of Chhath festival is the center of attraction
for

The people. Hundreds of artists participate in it with pure heart. Thousands of people of Bihar
origin

Living in Delhi NCR participate in it with great enthusiasm. Our committee through the
Government of India and Government of Bihar the demands from UNESCO, the guardian of
the world's cultural

heritage, that the Chhath festival, a ritual of the people of Bihar, be included in the
representative list of UNESCOQ's humanistic cultural heritage so that the whole world can be

benefited.



On behalf of my organization, | give my full consent to this noble deed and also assure the
desired cooperation.

THANKING YOU
RAKESH KUMAR VERMA PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER PHONE NO 9810407750

A






To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Madam/Sir,

I, Sumit Kumar, a resident of Vishnupur Daiya, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter
for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Sumit Kumar

Village - Vishunupur Daiya
Begusarai









To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Madam/Sir,

I, Arvind Das, a resident of Vishnupur Daiya, Begusarai, and a lifelong practitioner/performer
of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter for the nomination of
the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Arvind Das

Village - Vishunupur Daiya
Begusarai









Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Madam/Sir,

I, Rajavalam Kumar, a resident of Sugharan, Begusarai, and a lifelong practitioner/performer
of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter for the nomination of
the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Rajavalam Kumar
Village — Sugharan
Begusarai









To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Madam/Sir,

I, Sandeep Kumar Ram, a resident of Ahiyapur, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter
for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Sandeep Kumar Ram
Village — Ahiyapur
Begusarai









To,

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Sir,

I, Arjun Prasad Sahni, a resident of Sugharan, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter
for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental
consciousness. [ wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to
passing it on to future generations.

With regards,
Yours faithfully,
-sd
Arjun Prasad Sahni
Village — Sugharan
Begusarai









To,

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the
UNESCO Representative List.

Sir,

I, Aditya Kumar Ambar, a resident of village Rani 01, Bachhwara, Begusarai, and a
lifelong practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent
through this letter for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental
consciousness. I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to
passing it on to future generations.

With regards,
Yours faithfully,
-sd
Aditya Kumar Ambar
Village — Rani 01
Bachhwara
Begusarai









To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Sir,

I, Vishwajit Kumar, a resident of village Ratanpur Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter
for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCQO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Vishwajit Kumar

Village — Ratanpur Begusarai









To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Sir,

I, Subodh Kumar, a resident of village Pokharia, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through
this letter for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental
consciousness. I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed
to passing it on to future generations.

With regards,
Yours faithfully,
-sd
Subodh Kumar
Pokharia Begusarai









To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Sir,

I, Ved Prakash, a resident of village Pokharia, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter
for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCQO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Ved Prakash
Pokharia Begusarai









Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Sir,

I, Rambabu Singh, a resident of village Pahasara, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this letter
for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental consciousness.
I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to passing it on to
future generations.

With regards,

Yours faithfully,

-sd

Rambabu Singh
Pahasara Begusarai









To

Nodal Authority

Intangible Cultural Heritage
Ministry of Culture
Government of India

New Delhi.

Subject: Consent for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv festival to the UNESCO
Representative List.

Sir,

I, Nikhar Kumar, a resident of village Chhittaraur, Begusarai, and a lifelong
practitioner/performer of the Chhath Mahaparv, hereby give my full consent through this
letter for the nomination of the Chhath Mahaparv to UNESCO's Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

This festival is the foundation of our identity, social harmony, and environmental
consciousness. I wholeheartedly support its international recognition and am committed to
passing it on to future generations.

With regards,
Yours faithfully,
-sd
Nikhar Kumar
Chhittraur
Begusarai









The Hindi to English translation is given below:

Date: 14/09/2025

To,

Secretary

Sangeet Natak Akademi,
Ministry of Culture

New Delhi

Subject: Letter of Consent for multinational nomination of 'Chhath Mahaparva' in the Representative
List of UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

Respected Sir,



I, Bharat Singh "Bharati", express with all my heart that 'Chhath Mahaparva' is a very ancient, popular
and vibrant cultural festival celebrated in various regions including the Indian subcontinent and Nepal.
The social, spiritual and environmental significance of this Mahaparva is unlimited, and it is an invaluable
part of the shared cultural heritage of humanity.

I support the proposal to include this great festival as a multinational nomination in the representative List
of UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage. I believe that this nomination will provide new recognition,
protection and expansion to this heritage at the global level.

Therefore, I give my formal consent to this nomination process.

Regards,
(Signature)

Name: Bharat Singh "Bharti"
Designation: Awardee Artist, Akashvani and Doordarshan Patna (Top Grade)
Institution/Organization: Independent Folk Music Artist



The Hindi to English translation is given below
Letter No:... 48 Date :15/09/2025

To,

Nodal Authority,

Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Ministry of Culture,
Government of India.

Subject: Consent to nominate Chhath Mahaparva in the UNESCO representative



list. Sir/Madam,

We, Kalar Wheel Theatre Group, Darbhanga, working for the preservation and promotion of Intangible
Cultural Heritage in Bihar, extend our consent and support for the nomination of Chhath Mahaparva.

For generations, Chhath has been binding communities together in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and
other regions. Its rituals are a symbol of nature worship, environmental balance, inclusiveness and
community unity. Our organization has played an active role in documenting, promoting and community
cooperation in activities related to Chhath festival and will continue to contribute to its preservation in
future as well.

We affirm that this nomination represents the collective consensus of seekers, communities, and

institutions. Sincerely,

SHYAM KUMAR SAHNI
Shyam Kumar Sahni Secretary/Director Color Wheel Theatre Group, Darbhanga, Bihar



The Hindi to English translation is given below
To,

Nodal Authority, Intangible Cultural Heritage,
Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

Subject: Regarding consent and support for nomination of Chhath Mahaparva in UNESCO's
Representative Intangible Cultural Heritage List of Humanity.

Sir,

Bhikhari Thakur Rangmandal Training and Research Centre is engaged in the preservation and promotion



of various and diverse intangible cultural heritages of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. The great festival of
Chhath is an important part of our folk culture. For generations, Chhath has been binding communities
together in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and other regions. Its rituals are a symbol of nature worship,
environmental balance, inclusiveness and community unity. It includes collective knowledge, oral
traditions, folk songs, rituals and practices related to the worship of the Sun and Chhathi Maiya. Our
community has been active in promoting and preserving this festival for generations and is committed to
passing it on to future generations.

During the great festival of Chhath, our organization has been organizing Chhath songs, Chhath stories,
dance in Chhath Puja etc. for the last fifteen years. Our organization has played an active role in the
documentation, promotion and community cooperation of activities related to Chhath festival and will
continue to contribute to its preservation in the future as well.

Therefore, we give our full consent for the nomination of Chhath Mahaparva in UNESCO's list of
representative intangible cultural heritage of humanity and also assure that we will continue to play an
active role in its preservation and promotion in future as well.

Regards

Division of confidence

Dr. Jainendra Dost

Founding Director

Bhikhari Thakur Theatre Training and Research Center, Chhapra
Mob: 9560695145, Email: dostjai@gmail.com



The Hindi to English translation is given below



